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PR2FACS 


This  paper  is  axi  of. tort  lo  Lracc  the  no^.'-clopuicnt  of  the 
public  highways  of  Aiabana,  loget.  or  v;itii   their  influence 
upon  iminigration  ann  the  settiemeriL  cf  r/ne  State;  to  shov^ 
what  has  "oeen  lone  within  the  State  T>y  the  federal  Govern- 
ment in  improving  rivers  am  harbors  ana  in  aiding  the  con- 
struction of  railroads;  ana  to  aiscuss  the  policy  of  the 
State  on  the  ques^.ion  cf  pu"r)iic  aia  to  such  vorks.    The 
Sta^e  Bank   of  Aiabaiia  is  su  close  Ly  cor^ned.ed  v/ith  the  early 
finances  of  the  State  tha^  it  has  seei:ied  necessary  to  treat 
at  some  length  the  history  of  that  institiiLion.    The  failure 
of  this  banting  scheme,  the  assumption  of  the  debts  by  the 
State,  ana  the  consecpent  high  rate  or   taxation  checked  the 
spirit  of  puV'lic  a  in  to  iiiternal  improvements  at  the  very 
perioa  v;hen  other  sta\cs  v/ere  most  act ive  in  their  support  of 
such  works. 

I  v'ish  to  acknowledge  m.y  indebtedness  to  l)rs.  Herbert 
B.  Adams  ana  J.  Ii.  Vincent,  from  both  of  vrhom  I  have  received 
helpful  instructioxi  as  to  methoas  of  historical  stuay;  also 
to  lir.  J.  C.  -^allagh  for  the  suggestion  or   the  topic  ana  rov 
his  continuea  interest  auring  the  progress  of  the  work. 
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CIIAPT'JK    1. 
THE   UEVELOPlIEi^IT    OP  HIGHWAYS. 


IIIDIAII  PATHS-      From  Inriian  ^>rHil.s  to  trario    routes,    from  trade 
routes  to  y^ionoer   roads  has  been  the   line   of  evolution  along 
which  the  public   hip,hv.'a,ys   of  Alahana  ha,ve   mcvcLo^ea.        When 
the   curtain  oi"  Alabntna's  history  first    rises  the   Cherokee 
Indians  were  dwelling   in  their  mountain  hoines    in  the  north- 
east portion  ol"  the  state.        West   and   south-vrest   of  the 
C^ierohocs  \7e>^e   the  Cliicasas  whoso  territory    incluriea  the 
greater  part    of  the  Tennessee  Valley,    embracing  the  north- 
vrestern  tier  o^'  the  present    counties   of  Aia'hama,   reaching 
rostv.-ard  as   far  as   the  headwaters   of  the  Yazoo  Ri-^er   in  the 
State   of  Uississippi. 

The  western  ana   south-western  portion  oi'  the    state  v'ere 
occupied  by  the   Choctaws,    "The  Liaubilians  with  wiioin  DeSoto 
cane   in  collision  on  the   lower  Ala>)aina  anri  the  '''uskaloosa, 
and  partly   exterminated"}  Their  territory    reaching  westv-ard 

from  the  Tombigbee  River,    covered   all  t;  at  part   of  the  present 
state  of  Liississippi  wh.ich   lies   south  of   lattitudc  55°  50    . 

East   of  the   Ciioctaws  were   the  Muscogees   or  Creeks. 
"When  first   known  to   the  v/hite  colonists"    says  Brewer,    "This 
1.    Brewer:    Alabama.    Pago   irt. 


2. 

fioiTiain  stretciiea  from  the  Tombikbee  to  the  Atlantic,  but  the.y 
were  gradually  arivca  vest  of  the  Ocimilgce  ana  Flint,   '''hjir 
prliicipal  towns  '.vere  on  the  Tallapoosa  ana  Cha'.tahoochee. 
Their  v^ar  trail  extcnaca  to   the  Mobile  Hay  ana  the  i-'loriaa 
Evorglndes" .   "The  Hiliabees"  ,  the  saine  author'  continues, 
"Autaue,as  ,  Gusset  as  ,  Kuf  aulas  ,  Oci'uskees  ,  iJchees  ,  etc.,  v/ero 
naraes  which  attfi. chea  to  the  iiuscoj^!,ees  resininf^  in  those  tovns"-]- 

We  thus  have  a  general  ±inc  of  ponfederatea  Greek'  tovns 
dotting  the  terri^oi-y  of  Alabai;ia  ana  tfcorgia,  the  nost  east- 
erly of  then  being  locaLed  on  the  site  of  the  present  city  of 
Augusta.    Each  tovri  haa  its  own  "iiicco"  or  King,  but  t.  ere 
Vi'as  a  Qrani  Chief  of  the  Confederation,  who  presides  over 
the  national  Councils  ano  led  them  to  battle.   The  Capital  of 
the  ilation  was  Tookabatclia,  on  the  Tallapoosa  Ri"er,  a  few 
miles  above  its  confluence  v.-ith  the  ('oosa,  ana  her'e  the 
chiefs  ana  representatives  of  all  the  tTSvrns  gathered  annually, 
in  l.Iay ,  to  consult  on  matters  of  general  interest.   The  towns 
v;ere  brought  in  touch  also  by  sociaj.  features,  it  being  a 
regular  custoui,  for  example,  for  v/arriors  of  one  town  to 
challofUJe  those  of  another  for  a  aap.'.e  of  ball,  their  national 

1.  To  gather  in  village  comu.unities  was  characteristic  or   the 
Creek  Inai.-ins.   Tlius  Sartram  in  his  ^ravelsf  Page  4rt2  )  tells 
us  that  there  were  in  1777  "Fifty-five  tov;ns,  beside  many 
villages'  not  enumerated" . 

2.  The  Iluscogee  Inaians  were  all  called  "Creeks"  by  the 
English  explorers  and  traders  on  account  cf  the  many  T>eauti- 
ful  rivers  ana  streams  which  flowed  through  their  extensive 
doiaain.    Pickett:  ^'ol.  1.  P.  2^j. 

6.    Pickett:  Vol.  1.  P.  81. 
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am'.iscmont.      Tlie   chHllangc  hto'-ia*.  iiosn  acceptoa,    the   cozitcst- 

ants  v'oiilrt   reitf^ir  to    Uio  appointoa  srot  ,   f  o  liorca  Yvr   throngs 
of   their   resvectivo   towasincn ,    ana  tho  "battle  vouici  be  fought 
amid  the   shouts  of   their  enth'-siastico  spec^-T^ors.      This   con- 
stant   contact,    town  v-'ith   ^ovn,    not   only    resulted   in  a  net 
Yv'ork   of  paths   rurii'iinj^,   J;'roin  village   to  I'iliage,   \uiiting  the 
"Upper  (Wrecks"    on  the  Coosa  ana  Tallapoosa  rivers  vrith  the 
"Lover  Creeks"   on  the  Chattahoochee,   but   also  proaucea  a 
well  beaten,    clear'ly   marken    line   of   ct'inrrranication  from  the 
eastern  bouma-ies   o.^'  -feorgia   to   the  vcstern  portions   of  Ala- 
bama.       This   main  path,    knovn  as   the   "Souti.ern  T'rail"    lea   in 
early    ti:nes  probably   from   the   site   of   t/.e  p:'-cscnt   Augusta, 
crossing   the  Oconee  Hiver   just   Tielow  Milieage->'il.i.e ,    striking 
the  Ocnulgce  at    \he  foot   of   \ho  OciT.ilgee  fields  .-^proceeaing 
vestvara   to  Coveta   (near  Cobimbus)  v/here   the  Cha-.tahoochee 
ras   crossed,    thence   ac-oss   ^he  Tallapoosa  at   Tookabatcha, 
then  almost   aue  v.'est   1.0   the  Coosa,    then  up   the   ri^er  to 
"Coosa  Old  Tov/n"    (  in  the   .'-ork    of  the   Talladega  ana  Kiamulgee 
Creeks)   an  i  frcun  here  moving  westv/ard  across    i/ne   Cahaba  Kiver 
near  Cahaba  Old  Town  ana   thence   iiito   the  se^.tlei;ient   along  the 
Tombigbee,    taia   running   still   fprtlior    -.o   the  north-vres^   reach- 
ing  the   Chicasas    in  north-v;est   Alabama  ana  no^'th-east  Iliss- 
issippi.         From  Coosa   there  vms   also   a  trail   running   scuth- 

^vestv<•ar^dly    into   the  ..lol^'ile   country.    ' 

1.  Bartram:    Travels,   p.    b^..      Tliese  fields  v/ere  about   "^o   or  BO 
miles  abo^'-e   the   confluence  of   the  Oconee  ana  Ocmul^ee  rivers, 

2.  See  map    in  American  Gazetteer,   vol.    1.,   Lonaon,    IVcx. 
Reproduced   in  Winsor's  Westrara  liovement ,    Page  51. 


Anotl'ior  route  leading  f  rc  r  the  Georgia  Count rv,  callca 
the  "High  Tov.'n  Pai.h"  ,  "starten  from  :lir,h  Shoiils  on  A-polachi 
River,  ^"iiici"-  is  the  southern  branch  o*"  the  Oconee  Ri-<'-er,  and 
r.'ent  alrnos!.  due  west  to  'Shallou^  Ford'  of  i^hat^dhuchi  River, 
about  tvelve  wiles  north  of  Atlanta,  (S[ccrgia,  in  the  river 
bend" .-• 

Contiiming,  the  trail  led  to  High  Tom  or  Etovah,  ani 
the  other  tovns  bordering  on  the  Cherokee  district  ana  final- 
ly reached  the  Chicasa  Country.   There  verc  many  otiier  siinilar 
paths  but  for  our  purpose  these  are  the  tv;o  most  important , 
as  the  traders  from  the  Carolinas  ana  Georgia  fol^iowed  this 
general  system  of  paths  in  penetrating  the  interior  of  Alabam^ 
ana  reaching  the  various  Inaian  tribes  vith  their  vares. 
TRAIJIIIG  ROAJJS-  In  1702  the  f^rcach  estanlishied  on  the  llobile 
Hay,  at  the  mouth  of  bog  River,  "Fort  St. Louis  de  la  l.lobile", 
the  lirst  v'hite  sett  lei. lent  ever  made  in  vhat  is  nov;  Alabcima. 
These  i-'rench  Colonists,  anxious  to  gain  the  frienaship  of  all 
the  Inaians  on  the  liobile  River  ana  its  trilvituries,  proceeded 
at  once  to  sena  out  emissaries  that  treaties  of  peace  and  trade 
might  be  made.    This  point,  iiobile,  early  becane  the  Capital 

of  French  A;ierica.    'i'iieir  plan  vras  to  form  a  strong  line  of 

ft 

forts,  along  the  Mississippi  Valley,  from  the  Gulf  to  the 

1.  Gatschet:  Migration  Legena  of  the  Creek  Inaians.  P.  151. 
Here  the  path  is  called  "High  To^^er  Path"  but 
shoula  be  as  above  as  is  shovn  in  Carey's 
American  Atlas.  ( i^hilade-lphia ,  1''''h5  )  Repronuced  in 


5. 
Great  Lakes,  and  thus  prepare  theinsolves  to  resist  T/ne  press- 
ure 01"  the  expansive  r^nglish,  ana  to  ontrc  1  the  trade  of  the 
Indians. 

jsut  the  Colonists  oi'  Carolina,  as  is  characteristic  of 
the  En^iiish  stock,  haa  aireaay  hcara  "the  voice  of  auty",  had 
already  taken  up  the  "white  .nan's  burden"  and  v-ere  carrying 
some  of  the  "blessings  of  civilization"  to  these  Inaian  tribe-""; 
These  pioneer  traders  had  tv.-o  paths,  one  leading  from  Charles- 
ton by  the  In'iian  town  Keonec  (near  the  source  of  the  Savannah 
River  ana  where  ''ort  Prince  (rcorge  v^as  built  in  f^'bh  )  thence 
v/estv.'ard  along  the  ridge  aiviaing  the  tributaries  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Savannah  Kivers,  thus  practically  following  the 
boundaries  betv/een  the  Creek  ana  Cherokee  towns,  and  then 
following  at  v/ili  the  "High  Tov'n  Path",  already  aescribed, 
and  leaaing  ultimately  into  the  Cnicasa  Country. 

Another  route,  and  the  one  most  formidable  to  P'rench  in- 
terests, v;as  the  old  Inaian  trail  menLioxiea  above  as  the 
"Southern  Trail".   At  a  very  early  date  the  Car-oliniaas  had 
established  Fort  lioore ,  near  vrhcre  the  present  Augusta, 
Georgia,  is  situated,  as  a  frontier  tradina  r/ost.   Kara  by. 

Winsor '  s  We.stv-'ard  'i.lovement .  P.  o8.6.   The  p^.tri  was  sc   called  from 

the  village  "High  Town"  t>ie  most  iK.rtherly  town  of  the 

Creeks. 
2.  In  l'''!!  the  '-ort  v/as  moved  furtlicr  up  the  ^ay  to  the  mouth 

of  Llobile  River,  thus  establishing  the  present  site  of 

Liobile. 
6,   Among  ot..ers  may  be  mentioned  Fort  Toulouse,  established 

in  1714,  at  the  confluence  or  the  Coosa  ana  T'allapoosa; 
Fort  Tombecbe,  in  iv^^b  on  the  Little  '''ombigbee  Ri-^er,  at 
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on  Ihe   saine  riycr,  v'a.s  Silver  siufi"  "a  plcasctnt  "ilia,  the 

property  ann  scat  of   G.  Golphen,  Esquire,  a  goatleinan  of  very 

aistinjiuishea  laLonls  aaa  iJ,rGHi,    liberality,  vrliO   possessea  the 

most  extensive  traae ,  connoclions  aiia  influence,  a.  longst  the 

south  ana  south-vest  Inaian  tribes,  particularly  v/ith  the 

Creeks  ana  Choctav.'s" ".'     This  bci  m^  the  site  of  an  ola  Creek 

tovm,  as  already  meationeci,  ana  bein^,  the  terninal  point  of 

the  old  Creek  trail,  accounts  in  a  me^tsure  ior  the  location 

of  these  tiiree  points.   Along  this  trail  the  traders  and 

emissaries  from  Carolina  pushea  their  vay  into  the  Creek 

Country,  ana  the  (ieorM,ians  after  the  founoi  n^,  or   their  colony 

in  IVo:-;,  at  once  proceeaea  ti.  ada  their  numbers  in  pushing 

the  Hod  llan  v/ostvara  ana  follov'inL,  him  vith  their  viares. 

The  French  usually  carried  on  their  trade  from  llobile  by 

River;  there  vas ,  hoTe'"'er ,  a  lana  route  to  Fort  Toulouse.''' 

There  ^-as  also  a  good  road  running  through  the  Choctav/ 

Country  vest  of,  ana  not  far  from  the  Tombigbee  ana  hobile 

Rivers  by  v.-hich  the  Choctav.-s  traaea  v.'ith  the  French.   Another 

v/hat  is  nov.^  Jones'  biuff ;  Fort  Assunrptioii ,  on  the  Ohicasa 
Bluff,  now  l.lcmphis,  here  a  trading  post  vas  establishea  by 
LaSallc  as  early  as  1^75;  Fort  iJuquesne  at  i<he  mouth  of 
the  l.Ionongahela  near  Pittsburg,  in  lVh4. 

1.  Bartra!;!.  P.  312. 

2.  Fort  Toulouse  vas  built  by  Bienville  in  1714,  near  the 
j\mction  of  the  Coosa  ana  Tallaposa  Rivers,  n  strategic, 
position  for  controlling  the  Indian  trade.   Upon  its 
abandoned  site  vas  erected  Fort  Jackson  a  century  later. 
To  checkmate  Uiis  French  mo^e  the  Georgia  colonists  built 
a  stockaae  about  forty  miles  further  up  on  trie  Tallapoosa, 
ana  this  fort,  Ocfuskee ,  for  several  years  senrod  as  the 
rendez-vous  of  the  British  traders.   Pickett;  Alaba.na. 

Aaair;  American  Inaians 


road  ran  from- lioloilc  to  the  Chicasa  torns.-   Tiicre  v^cre, 
likov'iso,  routes  b,y  yhicli  the  traaers  from  Ponsocola  reacl'iea 
the  Chocta-i.vs  aria  Creeks. 

These  main  routes,  inters jctea  as  they  vere  by  many 
h'.intinr,  paths,  v/erc  not  easily  foll.wea  by  any  but  a  "gooa 
wooasman"  as  the  pioneer  MethiOiist  preacher,  Lorenzo  movj, 
notes  01'  his  trip  in  iHOo  from  the  Ocoxiee  hiver  to  the  Hatched 
Country.   Aii.hovigh  he  haa  pro"iaea  hiKiself  v.^ith  a  map  ana 
■  ith  a  compass  he  frequentiy  lost  his  v;ay ,  the  one  on  v;hom  he 
"rtepenaea  as  guiac  knovinr,  nothing  ai-^out  the  roaas".    The 
distance  of  four  hTinarod  miles  from  the  Oconee  to  the  Alabama 
rivers  he  .lade  i;i  thirteen  ana  a  half  days. 

In  177t-)  the  EnfiLish  ootanist,  :-.artram,  joined  a  company 
of  traders  in  Georgia,  ;inn  ?ith  thein  made  the  trip  thrr.  ugh  the 
Creek  Cou;.try  to  Mobile.    Of  thishe  «;ivcs  us  an  interesting 
sketch',''  from  v^hich  v/e  may  gather  some  idea  as  to  the  modes  of 
t-a-'cl  along  these  roads.    The  band,  consisting  of  tventy 
men  ana  sixty  horses,  fording  the  Oconee,  the  Ocmul^-ee ,  and 
the  Flint ,  pushed  v.-cstvard  \q   th.;  Chattaiioochee  at  Uchee 
Town  (near  the  present  Columbus)  v;here  the  Inaians  carried 
their  gooas  across  in  canoes.    Then  the  traders  aispersc 
a::ionu  the  Inaian  to^ns  v^hilc  Hartra:::)  vrenas  his  v^av  to  Ilobixe. 

1.  Dov/'s  j.lfe  z'    Works.  Page  lul. 

2.  -Hart ram's  T'ravols.  P.  S'^'^-'tnl. 
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Prtssiag  Coolonicr,  a  trading  center  near  the  jtmction  of  the 
Coosa  ana  Tallapoosa,  ho  moves  aionn  parallel  vith  the  Aiahauia 
near  ^.he  present  site  of   ..ontt;onicry.   Here  the  trail  bears 
aivay  to  the  Sout;:,  lea^'ing  the  Alabixma  at  some  aistance ,  cross- 
ing the  heaa  v;aters  or  the  "Scha;;rr;e"  (EscaiaYua)   Ri-<fcr  ana 
finally  reaching  ^'aensa  a>)out  thirty  uiles  above  "Fort  Condo" 
or  City  of  l.obile". 

He  ret'irnea  in  ilov ember,  1777,,  by  practically  the  saii-e 
route,  Y.'ith  another  trading  bana  consis*,inf,  of   the  "chief 
trader",  tv'o  packhorsemen ,  with  tv:enty  tc  thirty  horses, 
sixteen  of  v/hich  vcre  alteruar.oly  loanea  vith  packs  of  one 
huiidrcd  ana  fifty  pounas  each.     "'['hey  seldom  aecairip"  ,  the 
author  declares,  "until  the  sun  is  hijm  ana  hot;  each  one 
having',  a  vhip  of  the  toughest  cov  skin,  they  start  all  at 
once,  the  horses  ha^^iug  ranged  themsel-'-cs  in  regular  Indian 

file, then  the  chief  arives  vith  the  crack  of  his  vhip 

and  a  whoop  or  shriek,  vhich  rings  Lhrrugh  the  'forests  ana 

plains when  v-e  stari  a  Li  at  once,  keeping  up  a  brisk  and 

constant  trot,  vhich  is  incessariLly  urged  ana  continuen  as 

long  as  the  miserable  creatures  are  able  tc  r.iove  forv.'a>-d; 

e-"ery  horse  has  a  bell  on  vC^ich  being  stoppea  vmon   ve  start 
in  the  morning  vith  a  tv/ist  of  grass  or  loaves ,  scon  shakes 
out  ana  they  are  ne-"or  stoppea  again  dvirinr,  the  aay .    '';he 
constiint  ringing  of  the  bells,  smacking  of  vmips,  vhooping, 
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an'l  too  frequent  cnrsing  those  miserable  rnmarupecis  cansc  an 

incessant  uproar  ana  conf^ision  inexpressibly  aisagrccaT'le" . 

The  ..'icrchanaise  v.-as  corr/oyoa   across  the  svolien  streams  on 

mae  rafts  inane  of  trunks  of  '.rees  ana  hunales  of  cane  houna 

together  '\>y   "ines  ana  vriths.    A  narrower  strea.-i  they  v-'ould 

cross  by  a  "sapling  felxea  across  it  vhich  is  caL'.ca  a  raccoon 

bridge".    Over  trds  the  traders  coula  lightly  trip  vith  a 

load  of  a  iiunarea  pouaas,  v/liile  Bartrain,  "vas  scarcely  able 

to  shuffle  hiDSoif  along  over  it  astriae".    "a  portaVile 

leather  boat  about  eiKht  feet  long,  of  thick  sole-leati.er , 

folaea  up  ana  carriea"  on  their  horses  vas  another  de-"ice 

those  traders  einployect  in  crossing  strear.is.    These  boats 

ivith  the  help  of  a  for.'  saplings  for  "Keeis  ana  g^inv/hales" 

could  be  rigf.ed  up  in  half  an  hour  ana  v.'ouia  carry  "ten  iiOrse 

loads"  accoraing  to  Adair.     The  laLter  tells  us  that  "fev.' 

take  the  trouble  to  pa^ale  the  canoe,  I'or  as  they  arc  coMiion- 

iy  hardy  ana  also  of  an  a!!iphibio\is  nature,  they  us^ially  ,iunp 

into  the  ri->'er  ana  thrust  it  through  the  deep  part  of  the 

yator  to  the  npp,-,. si  l.n  .shnra"-"!- 

1.  Aatiir:  American  Inaians;  honaon ,  17md. 

Adair  vas  an  English  trader  v/ho  residea  for  forty 
years  among  the  Creeks  ana  long  held  tnem  to  the 
English  side  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  French. 


10. 
FEDERAL   RQAiiS —  The  clauses  in  the  Constitution  of  tl:e 
Unitea  States  v^hich  eupover  the  Feaoral  Congress  "'':o  provide 
for  the  C:  ininon  iJei'ensc  cinn   general  Woxfare"  of  the  Hat  ion  nn<i 
"To  establish  Post  Offices  ann  Post  Xoarts"  ,  subject  as  they 
have  been  to  very  ol..stic  interpretations,  form  the  >)asis 
upon  which  has  been  founaea  the  policy  and  practice  of  in- 
ternal improvements  by  the  ''eaerai  lovemmcn!, .    We  fina  that 
James  I.adison  in  17m6  aa-^ocates  the  exa/iination  ana  survey  of 
a  "f;;eneral  roiitc  most  proper  for  the  transportation  of  the 
i.'pi]  f?ci;,  Laino  to  Geort'ia."i 

By  act  of  l.ay  1''',  V^'^^i ,    it  vas  declared  that  "Three 
tracts  oJ:'  lana ,  not  excoedin;',  one  i;!ilG  square  each"  shoula  be 
granted  to  Eberio^er  /^ane  for  openinf,  a  road  from  Wheel im^  to 
Limestone  (liaysviiie,  Kentucky)  ana  for  the  establishment  of 
ferries  o-'^er  the  l.Iu«i<inguin,  liockin^:,,  ana  Scioto  Rivers'.^  This 
road  as  vill  be  seen,  lay  throur.hout  its  e.itire  length  in 
territorial  lanas ,  ana  vas  the  +"irst  ii.em  in  internal  im- 
provement to  receive  aia  from  the  Federal  (Tovernment .    "'-"rom 
that  day  to  the  present"  {Idi-'A),    says  Henton,  "Cvangress  has 
been  makin;^  these  roads  '.viti.out  reference  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, because  universally  held  that  the  Constitution  aia  not 
extcna  to  the  territories.    In  my  thirty- tvo  years  of  con- 
rrressional  ser^/ice  I  can  veil  say  ,  I  ne'-'er  heard  a  question 

raised  about  the  riuht  of  Congress  to  make  in  the  territories 

1.  Menton:  Uebates  of  Congress.  Volume  1.  Page  n5'^. 

2.  Uiiitcd  States  Statutes  at  Large. 
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the  local  improYcr.iCiits  which  it  pioasca,   I  have  seen  nenhcrs 
or  ail  political  schools  constantly  noting  for  such  objccts- 
thc  strict  constructionist  gonorally  inquirinr,  if  the  road 
was  linitea  to  the  territory,  aiia  voting  for  triO  hill  if  it 
was".-^ 

The  theory  was  that  no  state  sovereignty  v/ouln  thus  ho 
Infringca  upon;  '^erri'.ories  arc  the  "property  of  Conf,ress, 
suhjoct  only  to  the  conaition  upon  which  they  were  ceaea  hy 
the  states  or  foreign  ii^tlons,  ana  Congress  actea  v.'ith  then 
without  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea  States"  ,'' 
but  according  '.o  the  Terri'.oriai  oroinfaice  of  .July  1.^',  l'''H^' 
which  haa  been  given  them  by  Congress  ana  which  the  later 
coula  I'loaify. 

Under  Act  of  l.lay  i ,    iHO^i  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
v;as  empowered  to  ::ave  "Vie-i.^'ed,  marked  ana  opened  .such  roads 
wif.iin  the  terr'itory  north-west  of  th^e  Ohio  as  in,  his  opin- 
ion, will  fbest  serve  to  promote  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  future"\^    For  this  purpose  six  thousana  noliars 
were  appropriated  froin  the  inonies  received  I'rom  the  sale  of 
public  lands. 

How  if  it  is  goon  for  the  "iiational  welfare"  ,  to  provide 
ro;ids  within  a  territory  why  is  it  not  also  ad'"antageous  to 
construct  roads  leading  from  the  states  into  the  territories; 

Immigration  wou  I  g  tnus  be  encourafrei .  ^^alucs  of  -public  lands 

1.  Benton: 'Debates  of  Congress.  Volume  Vii.  Page  oj/^, 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  United  States  Statutes  at  Large. 
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enhancoa,  ana  clonic  ccnimercial  relations  vkmIci   rtovclo-  a 
strong  feeling  of  national  unity.   T>ie  step  i^'as  easil.y  raiide; 
and  on  March  'y.^th,    IBO*^ ,  vrc  ha"-e  the  Act  authoririinp,  t}ie 
openini_^  or'  a  road  from  Oiim'borlan  ; ,  in  llarylana,  to  the  ohio 
River,  in  Ohio.    Kor  the  opening  of  the  road  thirt.y  thousand 
dollars  vere  appropriated  from  the  proceeds  of  public  land 
sales.    If  the  funas  aerived  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
coula  thus  be  constitutionally  applica  vhy  not  any  other 
funas  in  the  treasury? 

T}ius  vas  'iri'-'-en  the  enlerinr,  vedge:  the  precedent  vas 
set,  and  gradually  the  strict  constructionist  surrenaered 
their  position  as  sticklers  for  the  Constitutiori  aiia  joined 
the  pcll-uiell  rush,  Vrie  game  of  r-.rab.    This,  or'   course,  de- 
veloped at  a  iiTucr.  It'.ter  period  than  the  one  v^ith  vrhich  ve  are 
no^"  acalirif^;  but  v^e  see  that  the  idea  vas  already  in  the  pub- 
lic mind.     Hy  1800  the  Spanish  Governnen'.  had  at  last  (  in 
17<-tb  )  accedea  to  the  claims  of  the  Unitea  Sta,tes  to  all  the 
territory  north  of  the  thirty  first  degree,  Colonel  laiicott 
had  marked  this  southern  bounaary  line  (in  I'-'v'H-h  I ,  the 
Spanish  garrisons  had  e-^^acuated  Fort  St. Stephens  ana  Fort 
Totnbecbe  "  (calica  by  the  Spanish  Fort  Conf  oaeration  I  and 
Confiress  (in  l^\^b)   had  orKanizoa  the  l.iississippi  Territory. 

1.  Established  by  the  Spanish  about  I'/'hcj. 

2.  Established  by  the  French  in  l'y6b.      Hear  the  present 
Jones'  Bluff,  Sumiter  County. 
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The  Y'htte  popuiation  of  that  part  of  tj  c  iiississirpi  Territo- 
ry v;hic'..  f.ftorv/ara.s  hocane  AlabrtniH  vroro  confinoa  to  the  sct- 
tleinexits  arouna  Tensav/  (near  ITannahvibna  Is.'-ana),  St.  otephons  » 
ana  "ombecbee.    It  consistert  of  those  vrho  haa  stranaen  irom 
the  French  colonies  (who  helri  tiie  region  till  i '"''<-> 5  ) ,  of  tho.sc 
who  remainca  froiri  the  Spanish  colonies  (who  claiinca  ana  held 
these  aistricts  from  l''b6   to  17vvs )  and  of  the  +"ew  Atnoriccins 
who  haa  filterea  through  the  vilas  frotn  Georgia. '^  To  protect 
these  isolateo  colonists  from  the  surrounaing  Inaians  ana 
from  the  intricning  Spaniards  just  below  them,  and  to  en- 
courage irninigration  into  '-lie  territory-  the  Federal  government 
soon  proceeaed  to  Gonstriict  tv/o  roads,  one  leading  into  the 
ilatcheii  settlement  on  the  Mississippi  Ki-"-er,  ana  another 
leaaing  into  the  se'-tlei:iont  along  the  lower  Aiabajaa.    On 

October  24,  l80i,  a  tr  aty  was  maae  with  the  Chickasa-'y 

Senate 
Indians  (approved  b.y  the  United  States^: la./  1,  IHO'^  )  by  which 

a  "wagon  roaa"  v;as  allov^ea  through  tx.eir  lands  from  'The  Hero 

District  in  the  Sta\e  of  Tennessee"  to  the  ..a'.che;i  settie- 

i^S;it». For  this  Torivelop.e  "The  Coigt.iissionejg of  the  '^nitoa 

1.  The  population  oi'  tiie  whole  Coxjnty  of  Washington,  then  ex- 
tenainr,  from  the  Pearl  to  the  Chattahoochee,  vms  only  "ToA 
whites  and  ol7  negroes.   The  population  of  what  isnov;  lio- 
bile  ana  Balawin  counties,  thewSpanish  territory,  was  prob- 
ably as  large.    hirewer's  Alabama,  Page  'Ao. 

2.  Hartram  in  iwv  speaks  of  .-meeting  "A  company  of  immigrants 
from  Georgia,  a  man,  his  wife,  a  young  woman,  several 
young  chilaren  and  three  stout  young  men,  with  about  a 
dozen  horses  loadeo  with  their  property".   He  was  informed 
that  they  vrere  "to  settle  on  the  Alabama  a  few  miles  above 
the  confluc:.co  of  the  Tcinbigbec".   These  were  among  the 
earliest  im.iigrants  to  Ala.   '^artrain's  Tra^'ols,  Page  -Mtl. 


14. 
States  Rive  to  the  Ilincco  or  the  Chicasavs  and  the  ae"pntation. 
of  that  nation  fsooas  to  the  value  of  .se-"-en  hunarea  riollars" . '" 
On  the  I'^th  of  the  i'oliof' ing  Mw'cenihcr  a  treaty  v/as  likewise 
securea  b.y  the  saije  coininis  si  oners  granting  the  right  to  con- 
tinue ♦liis  road  through  the  if.ncisoi"  the  Ghoctavs.    Kor  this 
concession  the  Choctavs  vere  paia  "the  value  of  tv.'o  thousrtna 
dollars  in  goods  i^na  inerchanaise ,  nett  cost  of  Philadelphia"^- 
and  "three  sets  of  blacks. :iith' s  tools".    '•'his  road  called 
the  "iiashvilio  to  Hatches"  road  haa  been  the  line  of  an  old 
Indian  trail  /  crossing  the  Tennessee  fclver  at  lluscle  Shoals 
v'liere  the  United  StaT.es  by  treaty  of  January  lu,  178t-i ,  had 
obtained  a  grant  of  ian^i  for  a  trading  post,'*^   A  treaty  of 
Ilovenitaer  14,  l8'jh ,  granted  the  United  States  "the  right  to  a 
horse  path  through  the  Creek  Country  froui  tiie  Oci-iulgee  to  the 

Llobile am.  to  clear  out  the  sai-ic  ann  lay  logs  over  the 

creeks".    Tlie  Inaians  -'^ere  to  pro-'rlde  boats  at  the  several 
rivers  for  conveyance  of  ;;ien  ana  horses,  an;  also  houses  of 
entertain:  leiit  for  the  accommodation  of  i.ravolers;  for  all 
these  accommodations  the  prices  shoula  be  regulated  by  "the 
present  Agent.  Colonel  Havkins'"!  or  by  his  successor  in  office". 

1.  United  Stages  Statutes  at  Large:  ^'ol.  Vli.  Page  no. 

2.  Ibid.  Page  b6. 

5.  History  of  Tennessee.   Piielan.  Pp.  17 1- i7v-'^/'"V. 

4.  United  States  Statutes  at  Large.   Volume  Vli,  Page  24. 

b.  Colonel  .'^enjamln  Havrkins  v.'as  appointed  hj   President  Jefl"er- 
son  as  Age.it  to  the  Creeks.   He  established  v.'hat  became 
known  as  the  "Old  Agency"  at  the  point  where  the  trade 
route  crossed  the  Flint  River.   Arouna  this  settlement 
greT\f  up  the  town  '•'rancisville ,  so  called  from  Francis 
Hacon  v7ho  married  the  daughter  of  Colonel  r'.avkins,  ana  vho 


15. 
By   act  of  A-pril  Ml,  i,\<0« ,  appropriations  wore  naao  for  the 
opening  of  those  tvc  roaas:  six  thousana  aollars  for  tho  one 
from  ..ashviile  to  iiatche:^,  ana  six  tl.ousana  four  hnnarca 
dollars  I'or  the  one  froin  the   frontier  o:!:"  Georgia  on  route  to 
IIc-^v  Orleans  to  the  intersection  irit::  .^1*^  of  north  latitnae"} 
Both  Tvere  diil.y  opened  up  ana  the  former  long  continuea  the 
posL  road  into  the  ilatche-j:  district,  vhilc  the  Ifc.  tter  became 
the  great  thoroughfare  of  early  Alabama. 

^"OTl   Stoaaard  had  been  buiit  in  17vi9"  by  the  Keaeral 
Governnont  as  a  port  of  entry  just  abo^e  Ellicott's  line  (.^1^) 
and  this  becaiie  the  terminal  point  of  the  Crecrgia-ALabaina 
Road.    From  i-ort  Stoddara  (the  site  of  the  presenL  IX.vcrnon) 
the  road  crossea  Ixir.i's  Ferry,''  .  annahuVu  a  Islana  ana  Hollin- 
gsrs  Ferry,  thevvi"olioY;inj, ,  in  general,  the  ridge  v^hich  -li - 
vides  the  tributaries  of  the  AlaTiama  from  those  of  the  (rulf , 
(thus  practically  the  line  of  the  ola  trade  route)  to  Co- 
lumbus on  the  Chattahoochee.    With  these  small  appropria- 
tions the  roads  were  merely  blazed  through  the  v'oods.  tiiough 
at  once  honored  vrith  i.he  aignifiod  title  of  "Federal  Koads". 
For  the  extension  ana  imT^rovement  of  these  roans  ar'T^ro--ria- 

infused  nev.^  life  into  the  little  settlement.   Aft.er  the 
completion  of  the  railway  from  Columbus  to  Macon  the  bus- 
iness of  '•rancisville  vms  absorbed  by  ot;  er  points  ana  the 
little  town^soon  passed  into  oblivion.    "bead  Towns  of 
Georgia"  in  ^'olurae  IV.  of  "Collections  of  Georgia  Histori- 
cal Society.   Page  M/tl. 

1.  Unitea  States  Statutes  at  Large. 

2.  Pickett;  Volume  11.  Page  17m. 

3.  Established  in  1797.    Pickett:  li.  Page  l^^v-.;  also  Publi- 
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tiohs  vere   iaaaa»  I'ron  time    to    time,   as   foliov.'.s;" 


P'or  the  iiashville-lia'.chez   route 


Act  Ar-rll   '^.i,  180«  ,  ^rt.OOO. 

27,  181b,  b.OOO. 

"      :iarch   2'7 ,  i)-a8.  b.OOO. 

"            "            5,  18«5,  7,920 

For  the   Georgia-Alaba.'iH  route: 

Act  Arirll  Hi,    180«, 

February  17,    i80v» , 

"     April,  27,    i8in, 

"      l.Iarch  27.    1H18. 

"     April  14,    1820, 

"      May  20,    l82f) , 

( 

Fobruarv      20,    1853   ( 

( 

"      July  7,    1838 

The  Act   of   Febniary    20,    1863,    authorizeri   the   opening   of 

a  nevr  post   road  tlirough  the   Indian  country   from   Line   Creek    in 

Alribataa  to   the   Chattalioochee  apriosite  Colur.iV'us.        '""he   three 

cations  of  Alabama  Historical  Society.    Volume  11.  Page 

1B7 . 

1.  Statutes  at  Large. 

2.  This  road  v:as  of  more  importance  to  liississippi ,  its  in- 
fluence \ipon  the  settlement  of  the  north-v:est  portions  of 
Alabama  v/ilj.,  ho\vever,  v/arrant  '.he  above  summary. 

3.  The  President,  empov;ered  by  an  Act  of  Harch  3,  Iho'"'',  had 
obtained  permission  from  Spain  to  contin^ae  the  road  from 
Fort.  Stodaard  to  V>ov'   Orleans.   i''or  this  purpose  the  above 
appropriai^lon  vras  made. 

4.  The  importance  of  a  better  road  .affording  bettor  nili^-ary 
connections  v/ith  this  section  had  been  Imprcsrsea  on  Congress, 
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thoiisanci   aollars  v/ere   to   repair  the   ola    road   (which  had  bccoino 
well   iiich   irapassahle,    especially  through  the   sv.'anpy   lor-lands 
during  the  v;inter  season)   for  use  tilj.   the  nov  one   could  he 
put   through.        The  President  v/as  authorized  to   enploy   a 
superintendent,   upon  an  anmial    salary    of   a   thousand   aollars, 
vrho   shoiala  supervise   the   construction  of  this    navi  road.      "To 
close  the  accounts   for   laying   out   ana  cc  nstr\iction  of  this 
'Mail  Xoute'    and   to   pay  the   "balances   due  the   antractor  and 
workmen",    the   appropriai.ion  of  July   '^^ ,    1h6h,   was  i-iadc.      ThiC 
nev.'  road,    called   the   "Upper   Federal  Road"  v^as   to  the   north  of 
the  ol'i  route,  was   on  higher   grouna  ana  v^as   generally  used 
during    the  rainy   season;    the   old   road  ccntinuca   in  use   during 
open  weather. 

These  amounts,    together  with   three   thousano   collars  appropri- 
ated-^ "for   the   coinp lotion  ano    iirproveirc;it    of  the  military 
road"   from  Pensccola  hy   'Hiakcly   to  Ilohile,   and  one  thousand 
one  hunarea  ana  thirty-eigr.t   dollars  for  inilitary    road   from 
Pensecola  to   Fort   llitciieli,    opened   in   .i<-<-'A ,   sum  up   the  feder- 
al aia   to    road   building    in  Alabama. 

Lieutenant  llcLeary  ,    in   l''-'^^ ,   had   opened  a   rough  military   road 
from  Ilatchez   to   St.    Stephens  when  he  marched  across   to  take 

charge   of  the   latter  r^lace   a^t:^r  ^hn  ■qvaniatinM   of  thn    S^anlards^ 
by   the  recent   events   in  the  south-w^st    auring  the   closing 
days  of  the  War  of   IBl--;.      House  Report   t.l.      15th  Congress 
3rd  Session. 

1.      Act  I-iarch  2,    1B29.      Statutues  at   Large. 

v..      Pickett:    11.    IVvt;    Publications  of  Alabama  Historical   Socie- 
ty,   Volume   11.    Page   It-ib. 


IB. 
At  an  early  date  a  road  Tvas  cut  fron  St.  Step]-.en.s,  cross. Irici 
the  Alabrt.iia  at  Clail^crae,  and.  joininc  the  .''caeral  road  to  the 
east.   A  }iorse  path  had  been  opener  through  the  Ciiicasav  ter- 
ritory, intersecting  the  Ilashvilie-iiatchez  road  at  Oolbcr-t's 
Ferr.7  (liuscle  Shoals);  tlie  road  rroin  Georgia  had  i  een  extend- 
ed from  Fort  Stodaara  to  ilatchez'.' 

In  1805  was  obtained  the  right  to  a  road  from  "Tellico  to 
Tornbigbee"  in  as  much  as  tr.c  "Hail  of  the  United  States  from 
Knoxville  to  hev  Orleans"  had  been  "ordered  to  be  carried 
through  the  CJierokce,  Creek,  ana  c;hocta.v'  couritries"'.   On  this 
rwad  the  little  village  of  Huntsvilie  began  in  180b.   It  v/as 
known  as  the  "Knoxville  Koad"  and  vras  of  mich  importance  in 
the  setLlement  of  the  northern  part  of  AlaViama.    '-'hus  by 
1810  the  St.  Stephens  district  v/as  fairly  vrel-'.  connected  rith 
the  older  states  by  rough,  yioneer  roads  ana  immigrants  began 
to  flock  in  from  all  quarters.    The  principal  immigrant 
route,  however,  v/as  that  from  '.ieorgia,  thrc^ugh  the  Creek 
Country  '.o  Kort  Stodaard.   Along  this  route  cauic  settlers 
fro.n  Virginia,  the  Carolinas  ana  Georgia;  some  on  horse-back, 
tj.cir  effects  on  pack-saddt.es,  ano  others  used  the  rolling 


1.  Pickett:  Volume  11.  Page  y,'6^. 

2.  By  Act  of  the  Legislature  the  Ilississippi  Terrii.ory. 
Hamilton:  Colonial  l.lobile.  548. 

3.  Treaty  with  Cherokecs ,  October  27,l80f'» 

4.  Goods  were  packed  in  a  hogsheaa ,  trunnions,  or  the  equiv- 
alent put  in  the  ends,  ana  to  theiM  were  attached  shafts 
by  which  an  ox  or  horse  v^ould  araiv  it  along.   P.  S.  Hamll- 
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An  iaea  of  the  aifficnlties  unncr  which  immigration 
laboroa  along  these  pioneer  roaris  may  \  e   gathorea  from  de- 
scriptions in  t)00lc3  of  early  travel.   In  iHx'..,   Peggy  iJov:  gives 
us  a  aescription  of  her  urip  from  the  haichez  coimtry-into 
Georgia.    As  she  pas.sea  '^he  last  house  of  natchez  ana  enlci^- 
od  the"vast  ^-ilaerness"  she  tells  us  "ray  heart  T^renhlcd  at  th 
though*,  of  sleep i:ig  out.  in  this  place  vd  th  no  companion  but 
my  husbana"  .     Coming  to  a  place  v?herc  v:erc  i'ouna  vater  ann 
plenty  of  caiie  for  the  horses  they  strvick  camp  for  'Jf-C  nif^J^t , 
built  a  fire,  ate  a  supper  of  coffee  ana  hard  buscuit  ,  then 
restea  for  tlie  night  on  their  blankets,  "the  v-ido  extenaea 
concave  of  Heaven  bespangled  vith  stars"  affording  a  inajestic 
scene;  while  the  "lonely  desert  uninhabited  by  any  creature 
bu*.  wild  beasts  ana  savages"  made  her  feel  -^^Gvy   i:nich  alarmed. 
Proceeding  the  next  day  forty  miles  they  crossed  the  Pearl  in 
a  ferry-boat  ana  slept  "in  a  house,  such  as  it.  was,  that  be- 
longea  +.0  a  half-breed".   Passing  by  "Hell  Hole,  a  dreadful 
slough",  they  crossea  a  creek  (probably  Leaf  River)  an-,  be- 
coming involved  by  the  many  little  divisions  of  the  road  se- 
curea  the  services  of  an  Inaian  guine  ana  late  at  night 
reachea  the  home  of  one  i.ioles  on  the  Chickasov;ha  River  about 
"thirty  miles  from  ihe  settlement  on  the  ''ombigbee" .    'n:ie 

nfiX'.  day,  nrocoodina  "through  some  aelinhtful  country"  thev 
ton.  Publication  of  the  Alabama  Historical  Society.  Vol\ime 
11.  Page  50. 

1.  iJow's  Life  6-  Works.  ^i^l-2:<6. 
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reachea   "the  first   house  that   was    inhabited  by  ivhii.e  PC071I0". 

The  Tonhii^bee   is   crossca  by  ferry-boat   at   S'. .    Stephens,    the 

1 
Alaba.TiH   is   crossca  at   a   "ferry   kept   by    a  inan  vrho  vas   a  mix- 
ture" ,   vViCrc  they    staia  that   night  ,   ana  the  next    rtay    they 
"struck  the   roaa  that   hac  been   cut   out  by   the   orner  of  the 
President".  "This   ;>Hde    it   riore  pleasant   for  traveling" 

the  author   continues,    "and  then  we   frequently   r.iet   people   re- 
moving from  the   states   to  the   Toinbig>iee  ana   other  parts   of 
the  Mississippi   Territory".        Foliovring  as   guide   the    "fresh 
marked  trees"   they   crossca  lluraer  Creek,    the  C'hatt^/noochee , 
"ana  reached  Colonel  Ilav/kins'"   v'here  re   arc   tola   "I   felt 
gratef\il  to  the  God  of  all   grace  for  his   tender   care   o-"er  us 
v;hile   in  this   dreary  part   of   ^he   laaa-  vrhere   our  ears  had 
been   salutea  ^y   the   hideous    yells   of  the  vrolf-   ana  haa  been 
surrounaea  by   tl;e   savages  more  y/ild  ana  fierce  than  they". 

In   1818  Rev.    ,Jo}in  (Aven  iiioved  vith  his   family   ana  effects 
by  vragon ,   from  near  horfolK    in  Virginia  to   Tuscaloosa,   Ala- 
bama.       Passing   through   '^caufori's  Gap   of  the  Allcghanies, 
do".'n  the  Molstoii  Valle.y ,   >iy   Kno.vilic,    thence    to  the   'Tennes- 
see Hi-"'cr,    crossing,   possibly   at   Ilickajack,   by   Jones'    Valley 
(near   Birmingham   of  our   day)   he   reaches  his   destination  after 
"nine  ^'eeks   travelixig,    o-"-er  broken  roads,    ann  exposed  to 
every   danger".        lie   thought   the    roads    in  ola  Virginia  vrerc 

^fici,   but   e^ren  his   exrerlence    there  haa   not   prepared  him  for 

the    oliOOkS,  aj^ift    JOritlCi    to   be    ann}}rc.n    a  inn.      *.ho    '•infnrgal 

1.    At   Fort   Claiborne.  
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roads"  of   this  •>nov,'  territory." 

The  Federal  Kona  from  Georgia  to  Alaba;:ia  soon  becaiic  the 
contlnvjation  of  the  stage  line  vhich  connected  Washing+x  n 
with  the  Southern  States.    In  iBf-iO  Adam  Hodgson,  rtii  English- 
man, travelea  along  '/nis  line  from  '■vashing'X'n  lo   l.iobile  and 
in  his"Letters  froa  liorth  Ai'ierica"  (London  1824)  gives  us  a 
good  iaea  of  those  aays  of  vestem  no^oment.   lie  leaves 
Washington  on  January  20,  1820,  in  the  "Hail  stage,  a  mere 
covererj  v'agon ,  o^en  al   the  front"  to  vhich  vere  attach'ed  i'our 
horses. 

Passing  Mirough  Richunona  ana  Petersburg  (^'irginial, 
Raleigh,  Payetteviile  ana  J^uranerton  (  ilorth  ('arolina  )  ,  Gcorge- 
tcvn  ana  Charleston  (South  Carolina)  he  reachea  Savannah, 
Georgia,  the  stage  having  made  an  average  on  the  trip  of 
three  ana  three  quar'.er  miles  "rer  hour.    "This",  he  com- 
plains, "is  ^vretchedly  poor  '.raveling  in  the  only  public  con- 
veyance betv.'een  \vashiiigton  ana  the  Southern  States,  yet  this 
vehicle  is  dignifiea  by  the  title  of  the  "United  States  :..ail" 
although  it  is  only  iin   open  wagon  ana  four,  with  curtains 
which  unfirl,  ana  the  mail  bag  lie  lumbering  about  your  feet, 
a.nong  the  trunks  ana  packages  which  the  passengers  smuggle 

into  ti'ie  carriage"  to  obviHi.e  the  ganger  of  treir  falling  off 
1.   The  Journal  Rev.  Jo:..i   .  Owen,  pub li shea  by  Thos.  I.:.  Oven 
in  the  "Publication  oi'  uio   Southern  History  Association". 
April,  1897,  Volume  1.  Page  89.   (Quoted  in  the"Publica- 
tion  of  th?  AlaYoama  Historical  Society".   Volume  11.  P.bi^. 
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or  boirxg  stolen,  all  bag^i,age  usually  V)einp,  merely  "throv.'n  on 
behina".    '^'rorn  Savarman  Hoagson  passes  up  the  river  by  boat 
to  Augusta  ana  from  here  proceeds  to  I.lobilc  by  horseback, 
.lilledgeville ,  t:.cn  the  Capital  o.-:'  Georgia,  Fort  Hawkins  on  t 
the  Ocuiulgce ,  the  Inaian  Agency  on  the  Flint,  Coseta  on  the 
Chattahoochee  ( i.iortern  Columbus),  Fort  Balnbriage,  Caleebe 
ana  Cubahatchec  Sy-auips,  Line  Creek,  Point  Comfort,  Pine 
Barren  Springs,  Fort  Uale,  Ilurder  Creek,  P^urnt  Corn,  and 
Blakely  arc  all  successively  mentioned,  some  of  vhich  may  be 
seen  on  the  map  of  Alabai-ia  today  ,  and  enable  us  to  trace  the 
route  of  the  old  Federal  road  along  which  the  early  settlers 
moved  from  ^'irginia,  freorgia  and  the  Carolinas  into  the  iVulf 
States. 

"The  roart  ,  tliough  tolerable  for  horses",  he  thinks, 
vrould  be  regarded  in  Englana  as  utterly  impassable  for  v.'heels. 
Lonel,/  streatches  undottea  for  forty  or  J"ifty  miles  by  a 
single  house,  oi'ten  came  into  tlie  experience  of  our  traveler, 
the  occasional  inns  are  rude  in  structure,  funxished  in  no 
very  p:^etentious  manner.   As  an  example  cr   the  hotel  fat^il- 
ities  to  be  enjoyed  Hodgson  describes  the  inn  at  Corcta  as 
havin^i  only  one  bea  room  "•'.vith  three  beds  such  as  they  vere"; 
a  log  building,  v/it;i  clay  floors  and  no  v^imov;s.    The  pro- 
prietor of  the  inn,  an  adventurer  frow  Philddelphia,  arranged 
his  prices  so  as  to  carry  the  com'iction  that  he  v^as  not  in 
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the  business   .lerel.y   for  his  hcaitli  but   haa   cc  ix)   to   exploit 
the  necessities   of  the   traveler. 

To  avoid  v'ouaoinf!,  t'-ie  fee.lin[',s   of  the  kina  hearten  hosts 
ana  hostesses  he  vcula  sleep    in  these  ratr.er   crovaea  ana 
ca;'Tp-iike  apartinents  v.'hen  often  he   '"call.y   envica  his   servant 
^Tho  haa  been  coinpellea   to   seek  his   raghi, 's   repose   in  the   'i\Ay 
loft-!- 

In  January,    l86b ,    Feat  her  stonhaugh,   another  PJnglish 
tourist,   passea  alorii^,   the   saiie   ro\ite  froia  llontgoinery  ,   Alabama 
to  Kichmona,    Virgiriia.        At  liontgomery   he   learns   that    T,he 
mail   stages,    oving  to  baa   roaas ,   vere  unable   tc     run  ana  .-mils 
v.'ere ,   therefore,    sent    on  horseback.        Unvril^ing   to  wait   until 
late    in  the   sprin;,  to  secure  passage,    "after   a   f',ooa   aeai   of 
chaffering"   he  finally   agrees  to   give   sixty-five  aollars,    as 
hire,   for   a"Vnlserable  vehickle  ana  a  pai.-  of  v/retchea  horses" 
to   conduct   hiiri  to   I'oluinbus  ,   Gccrgia,    a   aistance   of  ninety 
miles.        The   roaa  v^as    foun^i   "(}uite  ansvering  to  the   aescrip- 
tion"  which  ;iaa  been  given,    "being   so  frightfully   cut   up  as 
to  renaer   it   iiiore  preferable  to  Y:alk  vherc'cr  the   roaa  vas 
sufficiently   rtry.        The  black  feliov  vu\o   arove  seeinea   '.o   take 
it  criuite  philosophically,    obser</ing  nothing  \in'.sual    in  the 
kina  of  rocking  ana  bouncing  motion",   ana  seenea   '.o  think   the 
traveler  not   fiuite    in  his   senses  for  preferring  to  walk  v;hen 

he  hag  --.aii  so  much  for   rifiiuc;. 

1.      A.-loagson:    Letters  I'roci  ilorth  America.    Lcnaon  (lwy.4). 
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Hy  the   close   of    the   first   day's  travel  he    is  reconcilca 
to  the   liveryi.iMn' s  liiis^i  charge   of  four   shiliincs  per  i:iilc, 
for  they  vrere  only  able    to   iriake   fcurteeii  iniics   ciiirl  ug  the    aay 
ana  he   is   :^ersuaaea  that    "such  a  performance   coula  jiot  be 
gotten  up  for   less   money    in  any  part   of   th.o  vorl'i".      Alnost 
unbroKen   lines   of    iiriinigrants   are   daily  passed,   bringing  with 
them  their  negro     slaves,    the  women  ana  children  being   drav^n 
slovfly   along   in  l.eavy  vagons  while  the   hardy   aiir;   ausky   men, 
on  foot ,    t.ruagea  \7earily   along  the  heavy   road   to  their  nev; 
am  iriore  sout- em  homes.        A  thousand  slaves  moving   thus,    on 
foot,   would  be  passea   in  a  single   day.'       The   distance    to   Co- 
lumbus,   ninety  miles,   vas  t:ia.do   only   after   four   days   of    te- 
dious  travel.  Tiie  greater  portion  oi'    the   road  t},IA5 tra- 
versed  lay  wii.hin  the    lands   yet   occupied  by   the  Creek   Indians 
a.na  over  which  the  State  of  Alabama,    therefore,   had  no    juris- 
diction;   from  the  description  ^aven  oi'   this    road  we   see  that 
the  appropriatioii  from  the    ^-ederal  Cro-'^crnment   mane   in   I860 
and  lb5«  were  mane  none   too  soon. 

STAGE  AlID  aXPRI'^SS   i.ttit.:.^—      i-rom   iHo'A  to   1858  the   Indian  tribes 
of  Alabama  were  being  pushed  to  their  more  western  homes   and 
b,-'    IB^'-t   the   last    of    these  aboriginal    tribes  had  passed  V^cyond 
the  llississippi?  Wc  have   already    soon   the   tiies   oi'    im;ai- 

1.  Featherstonhaugh:    The   Slave  States. 

2.  Brewer:   Alabama.    50-b<t. 
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t^ration  t'lowiiii',  in,  anticipating;,  the  t^hrcwlnj',  open  of  these 
vacate'i  ianas.  The  popnlation  haa  nciiw  becoinc  sufficiently 
dense,  ana  t'no  tra^c?.  and  trafic  sufficiently  groat,  to 
just  if;  the  conauct  of  th^ree  separate  Lines  or  stages  along 
the  old  Federal  road  from  Coluinhiis  to  Mont^onory ,  the  "l.Iail 
Line",  the  "'elegraph  Lino"  ana  the  "Peopid!s  Linc".- 

'"'he  coaches,  'iS'iaily  huilt  open  for  snminer  use,  vere, 
during  the  vinter,  closed  in  vith  painted  canvass,  or  oil 
cloth,  "but  so  loosely  as  to  let  in  the  cold  air  in  o-<'-cry 
part",  and  were  inado  as  heavy  ana  str'ong  as  the  union  of  vood 
ana  iron  coula  inahe  them.    These  coaches  usually  contained 
three  seats,  the  iniddle  often  pro-'^idod  v.-ith  a  broad  leather 
strap  to  lean  back  upo.n  and  v;hich  was  generally  resenred  for 
the  Ladies.    '''o  the.i  \Wf ,   four,  or  on  the  v:orst  roads  even 
six,  horses  y-ou1q  be  attachea.    The  driver  and  r.ean  vere 
changed  at  the  successive  stages  recurring  at  distances  of 
from  tH'cive  to  fifteen  iiiiles.    The  passengers,  at  the  caJ  I 
of  the  driver,  vfould  sway  their  bodies  to  r'ight  or  left,  and 
C"Cn  lean  far  out  of  the  winaov.-s  as  the  necessity  arose,  to 
keep  iri  baiaace  the  coach  as  it  v.'as  about  to  bo  upset. 
Delays  at  the  small  Post  Offices  ann  occasional  "break-aovrns" 

kept  the  speed  down  to  a>)Out  four  or  five  miles  an  hour. 

1.   .Kuckinghairi:  Slave  States. 
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To  IYlo   conipiaiiiLs  or  ti  e  TiH.s3en.gcrs  the  piiticn',  nrivcr  vonlci 
of^.cn  reply  that  o-^rjn   the  locomotive  (vrhich  v^as  already  be- 
gi:mins  to  threaten  his  future  )  cou  la  no  ao  neLter  if  put  on 
these  sT'anrps  ana  that  the  most  that  can  he  sain  is  "that  each 
kina  of  ""ehicie  runs  fastest  on  its  ovn  line  of  roart".   For 
these  comi'orts  ann  conveniiiences  the  passengers  usually  paid 
a  riollar  for  eight  or  ten  miles  vitl'.  no  extra  charge  for  nc- 
lays,  bumps,  ana  occiisioiial  injuries.    Ti.e  fare  often 
variea,  hov'e'"'cr,  accordinr,  to  the  sharpness  of  rivalry  be- 
t^-een  competint,  lines.    For  exainple  ,  v^iiile  the  "Mail  Line" 
WHS  the  only  one   in  operation  the  charr,e  J:'rom  l.iacon  to  Colum- 
bus, (Jeorgia,  a  distance  of  ninety  miles,  v/as  tv,'enty  nollars. 
A  seconn  line  renucea  i',  ',0  '.en  nollars,  a  thirn  line  i'ollov'ed 
ana  roaucea  it  \o   five  aoliars.   The  tv.-o  former  lines  then 
reiucea  their  i-ates  to  one  nollar.   The  latest  Company  then 
carriea  '."r.oir  passe.igers  for  uo^hing ,  v/hiic  the  hotels  fur- 
nishea  them  v/ith  ainner  an'i  champagne  at  tlic  experise  of  tie 
coach  proprietors.    The  three  lines  soon  tiren  of  this  "cut 
throat'  rate,  ann  forming  a  "combine"  artoptea  a  imiform  sched- 
ule o-':'  ten  dollars  per  ninety  miles. -*■ 

Along  this  oln  Federal  Road  was  established  the  "Express 
Hail"  a  device  for  rap  in  transit-  of  nev's   ann  of  prices  of 
goons  of  sufficient  tn-nortance  to  rarrant  t.he  extra  expe^.^^e — 
1.  .'Buckingham:  Slave  States,  1B59. 
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in  tJic.lr   convo.i'-Haco  beLv.'eon  the    niffcront    lavas  ana  cities. 
Tho  tcriiinal  pcants   or  this    line  vero  ilev  York   anrt  ilov:   Or- 
ieaiis.      Hetv-'oen  those   tv/o  points   rivo  hnnarea  horses  anr;   t.vo 
hunarea  boys,   as   riders,   verc   euiployca.        Each  boy    roae  a 
distance   of  tv.-C-lvo  miles   ana  twelve   miles  back.        By   thus 
placing-;   a   relay    oi"   horses   at    each  of   those   successive    inter- 
vals  an  a-"-cra(;o   speea  v.'as   maintairicn   of  about   fo\irtecn  miles 
per  hour. 

•^otj":   the   expensive   "i'ixp ress  "...ail"    ana   the   staf,e-Goach 
system  v'hich  haa   .spreaa   its  ;iet  v;ork   of   lines   throughout    the 
state  -"fere   soon    lestinea  to   succomb   to    the   railroaa,   vfhich 
haa   alreaay   maao    its  appearance    in  ALabaria.'" 
RQAlJ  SYS'iM.  0!-   ALAnAl.JV--   Hy  Act   Of   Congress  approved  Liay   10, 
17h8.    the   laaas  betv;ecn  the   Chattahoochee   ana  the  Mississippi 
rivers  ana   lyino,  >'etv'een  61^   a.aa  6'a^   Hh'    north   latitune  vas 
created   into   the  Mississippi   Territory.        At   an  early   date^ 
her   territorial   legislature  enacted  her   roaa   lav.      Tliis   sys- 
tem vras    inherited  by    the   Territory,    ana   later  by   the   State, 
of  Alaba^na,    ana  re.nains    in  vc-gue   today,   prac- ically ,    vithout 
change/'' 

The   Courts   of  County  CoiTUTiissioiiOrs   ria-"-e   oricinal    juris- 
(Itnt.inn   pvor  i.h',-;  fi.^!.aT?li»;4;lg<At .    di.'^gy.utijxuanQe  ,    ghan^e  ,    ana — 

1.  i^uckinghain:    Slave   States. 

2.  T2ie  first   railv/ay    laid   in  Alabama  vas    completea   in   1855. 
Brewer's  Alabama.    Page   ^^B. 

6.      Act   of  Llarch   1,    1805.      Turner's   digest   of  the   Lavs   of  the 

Lli ss  i ss ipp i    Terr  i to ry  . 
'1.      Acts   of  Alabam!\Terri\ory ,    I8l8.      Code  A.LaViama    I8v>r>. 
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rerair  or   roads,   briagos,    ca-a.scv.'ays   ana  ferries  vfii.hin  the 
CoTixity.        Pour  Coiamissioners  ,    electea  by   the  qnalif-^en  voters 
of  the   County  e^ery   four  years,   v;ith  the  Probate   Juagc   con- 
stitute the   court.        Tliis  Court   selects  apportioners  for 
each  election  precinct   ana  these  apportioners   niviae   the 
roads  Tfithin  their  precincts   into  sections   aesignatin^^,  a   cer- 
tain number   of  i'iinas  ana  appointin.;  an   over-seer  for   each 
section.         .  ot   i:iore    than  ten   aays   labor  may  be   reciuirea  annu- 
ally  of  every   able-boaiea  inan  between  the  ages   of  eighteen 
and  forty-five,    I'or   keeping    roads   in  repair,   ana   in  some 
counties   special   acts   allov  this  sen/ice   to  be   coininutea   in 
money . 

It    is  hardly  necessary    i.c   statue   that   i.his   system  has  not 
pro  'ucea  any  earnestness  of  purpose  for  the   improvement    of 
highvrays ,    ana   the  economy    oi'   gooa   roads  has  been  unapprecia- 
ted an'i   certainly  has   never  been   realijioa   in  Alabama. 

b'lring  the   earl/   years   of  tl^o  State  many   companies  v^ere 
incorporated  for  the  purpose   of   a;' ns  .ructing  turn-pike   roads. 
They  were  ciiarterca  for   a   limitea  numr?er  of  years   (often  '^v), 
toll  gates  vere   authorized  at    internals   of  five  miles,    and 
the   charges  were  I'ixed  by   the  act    of   incorporation.        An   iaea 
of  tolls   charged  may   be   ga'.herea   from  an  Act    of  January    13, 
iH^-^r.j-  author i^^lni:    W.    H.    Rai-csaalo   a:ia  his   associates    to   build 
1.   Acts   of  the   Legislature,    iH'.t^-i-,. 
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a  turnr'ike  road  in  Franklin  County. 

Rates  verc   stipulatcci  as  follovrs:- 

Eaoh   loadori  vagon  nna  tcani  1.00 

cipty        .'^b 

cart          "    "•  .50 

pleasure  i'our  wheel  carriage  1.00 

tro    ••      "  .50 

:,lan  ana  horse  .  1?-  1/^- 

For  each  lea  horse  . 0«  1/4 

Cattle  per  heart  .04 

Goats,  sheep  ana  hogs  per  heart  .01 

"The  Blakely  ana  Greenville  "urnpikc  Company"  incorporated  in 

o 

18.' -;4,  '-rere  authorized  to  charge  for  every  five  inilcs.  ' 
For  each  pleasure  four  iviieel  carriage  .50 

Each  horse  or  ox  v;agon  .25 

:.Ian  ana  horse  .  12  1/2 

Loose  horses,  cattle,  hogs  ana  sheep  per  liean      ,02 
Hy  tcnns  of  this  charter  tlie  Legislature  v^as  empowered  at  any 
tine  they  might  see  fit,  to  exatninc  the  books  of  the  company; 
t]ie  tolls  received  vere  t^C'cr   to  exceea  tv-ezity-f i^e  -per   cent 
(  a.nnually  )  on  the  capital  actually  invested,  nor  shoula  they 
fall  belov.'  tv;elvc  an':  a  half  per  cent  of  the  same.    nie 
County  Courts  yrprc  to  supervise  the  repairs  of  the  roads,  no 

1.  Ac-'.s  of  Legislature  IS'^.b-t,. 

2.  Acts  of  Legislature  1824. 
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toils  H'ere  to  be  allov/ea  when  the  roads  vfore  out  of  repair, 
and  the  tolls  shoulo  he   raised  or  lov.-cred  as  foiAiic.  riecessary 
to  keex:  the  profits  v^ithin  the  statea  limits.    '''he  nails, 
express  nessengers ,  troops  of  State  ana  '^eacral  f',overnincnts , 
all  footmen,  persons  goi.ig  to  ana  itova   pnMic  vrorship ,  labor- 
ers going  to  ana  from  their  fields  vrerc  us'iaily  exemptea  by 
the  charters  from  all  tolls. 

From  18'iv  to  .180.5  mav  he  called  the  era  of  plank  road 
buil'iing  in  Alabama.    'iVent.y-four  companies,  for  example, 
T'ere  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  anring  t.hc  session 
1849-50  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  p lank- roads.  ■*•   Some 
of  these  projected  plans  verc  put  in'.o  execution,'  but  the 
same  session  of  the  legislature  incorporated  several  nevr 
railroad  companies  thus  inai eating  that  tlie  active  railroad 
spirit  vras  already  present  before  vhich  the  impulse  to  plank- 
road  buil'iing  v/as  soon  '.o  decline,  in  i"act  to  aisappear. 

'''he  people  of  y^labama  during  the  thirties  ana  forties, 
manifested  a  j^' irit  of  nenrousness ,  I'eeling  that  they  vere 
being  outstripped  by  the  sister  states  .lany  of  v;hoii  v-ere 
tending  substantia',  aia  to  v^orks  of  internal  improvement, 
pressure  ,v'as ,  there:-ore,  repeatedly  brought  to  rear  upon  le^,- 
islators  ana  governors  to  inauce  thieii  to  om>^arK  in  a  policy 

of  state  aid  to  river  an  i  canal  imT)rovements .  turn-rike  aua 

1.  Acts  of  the  Legislature  1849-50. 

2.  Go-"'ernor  'Jollier's  I.Icssage     iiovembcr ,    18bl. 
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plank- r'oad  huilaiag.        Oving   to   financial   aiff icTilLics   re- 
sulting  rrovn  a   nisastrous   s,/stcrn  of   sta',0  banking ,    the   state 
ha-'^ixik'-;   assiimea  the   hea-<'y    losses,    ana  the  hlf:;h   rate  of  taxa- 
tion necessary   to  mesl their  public   aebt ,    this   enthusiastic 
spirt  vas  hela   in  check.        Irnpro->'encn'-s  which  v'crc   siibsiaizea 
by   other  states  v/ere ,   therefore,    left   to  private   cor^ooraLions 
in  AlaT^ama.        Only   small   appropriations   ann    loans  vere  raarie 
to  planh-roaa   conpanies  from  the    "tro  ana  three  per   cent 
funas"    ana   these  v;ill  bo  rtiscussea  at   a   later  point. 

In  recent   .years   several    counties   of  Alabaina  ha^c  been 
empovTcrea  by   the  Leiiii.  Mature   to    issue  bonas  for  the    impro^e- 
nent    of  roaas ,   ana  power's   of   '.axatlon  crantoa  by  v.'hich  these 
bonas  are  to   i^e  retirea.        In  other   counties  pov;er  has  been 
grantea  of  assessing  a  roan-tax,  v^hich  mist  be  paia   out   of 
the  general    -le-^y. 

In  the    counties   of  I.iontgoi'icr.y ,    Jefferson,   Manison,    Col- 
bert,  ana  Lauaeraale  man./   miles   of  l.icAaam  roaa  have  thus   been 
built   ana   the   inanifest   aa-"-antages  bia  fair  to   increase   the 
spirit   ajia  further  the  vork  of   improvement. 


3^. 

CHAPTER    11. 

ALAHAl.L^'S    STA^^'E    r^A.iK 


SPIRIT    ijw    SPECULA'!  I Oi:- 

T]ie  banking   schoine   of  Ala>)ania  v;a.s    one   of  her  inost,    stn- 
penaoiis  efforts   to   ticvelop  her    internal   resources.        We  have 
alreaa^'    seen  the  throngs   of   iinnigrants  yonrinp-,   in  from  the 
olaor  staves,    nasters,   rltli  t'neir  niunorous   slaves,    eager  to 
purchase  the  fertile,  luaibrokcn  public   lanns ,   ana   to  engage   in 
the   lucrative  business   of   cotton  proauction.        Alabama  vras 
artiTiittea  to   i-he  Union  at   a  perioa   "rhen  the   comnerce  of  the 
whole  Y'orlrl  v'as    at   the  height   of  prosper! '.,;/ ,   viien  the  South- 
ern States  vere   apparently   flourishing  beyona  all  precedent, 
when  pronuce  was  high  ana  uionoy  plontii'Ml,    or  rather  when 
profuse  emissions  of  bank  notes   inunaatea  the  v;estern  coun- 
try". ■'■  Cotton,    aestinea  to  be   t;>e  staple   of  this   section, 
vms  worth,    in   l«-i8,    from  tv,-enty   to   thirty   cents  per  pouna,  " 
ani  Mnaer   this   influence   ti.e   cotton   innuslry   was   flushed  with 
hopes,    lano  values   reached  their  highest   point,   ana  a   spirit 
of  speculation  characteriiiea   the  people.        In   iHlv  ,    '18  ana 
'  Iv"  the  public    lanas    of  Alabama  after  ha'"-ing  been  sur-reyed, 
were  open  for  purchase   at  public    sale,    tuia  brought   pr-ices 
ra-ifiin.o    t-r^nm  fl^^e  to   t.wontv-five.    forty,    and  even  as   hi  ah  as 

1.  Americioi  State   Papers:    i^aVilic   Lanas,    Vol.    1^'.,    y.    554. 

2.  Ibid,    Vol.    V.  ,    P.    .678. 
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eighty   aollars  per  aero." 

Fictitious   aaa  fraudulent   mcthons  rere   also  used  by   spec- 
ulators, ''-'he   laiias  ?,rcr'e   run  up   to   enornous   figures,    like 
SlbO  an  acre,   >>e,yona  ti.e   limit    of   \rno  purchasers,    ana  vmen 
throvn  hack  on  tnc  hanas   of  the   Crovernuiont  vroula  be  bought  up 
at  pri^'ate   sh  Le  by   the    speculator  at   prices  hardly   abo-i'-e   the 
ioiniiTTViiTi  price   of  the    lana   office.'"''        The   lana  shan-.s  thus 
adaea   their   influence  to   that    of   the  temporary   hich  price   of 
cotton   in  raising   the  price   at  which  bona  fide   settlers  pur- 
chased their   lanas.        '^he  purchase  money   vras   r.iaae  payable 
in  four  equal   instal  "itjents    (without    interest    if  the  payments 
veiE  punctually   wet),   the   i'irst  v/ith.in  forty  days,   and  the 
three   others  vithin  tv.'o ,   three,    and  four  years  after  the 
date  of:  purchase.*^     Upon  this  credit   basis  theic    vrorv    sold   in 
Alabama , 

in  lb.L8,  :i,2b2,H28  acres  for  i^a.vih.MOb. 
in  1819.    V95,o47    "     "   !?3,lr)6,D49. 

These  sales  continued  through  1«20  ajin  by  December  51  of 

this  year  the  buyers  x^eic   fwtej-the  Governnent  the  balance  of 

'$ll.'?/i'-3.ti3b   after  ae ducting  the  first  payment  of  one-fourth 

of  purchase  price.'*    This  amount  vas  about  eight  ana  a  half 

million  more  than  vas  due  by  -pur'Ci.asers  of  any  otlier  stai.e  on 

1.  State  Papers:  Public  i.anas ,  Vol.  iv.  ,  v.  554. 

M.  J.  C.  Sallagh:  Tariff  and  public  Lanns. 

3.  Public  Lana  Commission,  Parts  1  *;  4,  P.  204. 

4.  Public  Lanas,  llx. ,  ]\    b4b. 
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the  sane  nuinbex:   or  acres   of   lana  ■bougiit   on  Ihc   sai'ic   terms, 
thus   showing  the   sr  irit   of   speculation,    or  of   over  "aluat.ion, 
which  haa  sei^ea   '.he  people  of    this   ne^^' s  tp..'.e. 

T:irough   the   relief  lavs   of  I.Iarch  y, ,    18:-:!,   aii-i  April   20, 
1822   (  allowiUf^  the   settlers   to   relimiuish  a  part   of   their 
purchases  ana  apply   the  payirieuts   alrcaay  \^a<iG   to  the  portion, 
of  la.aas   retaiiiea)   reaucea  this    inaeb'.eciness,    yet    it   still 
re.nainea  a  hea'-'^y   nuraon  upon  those  v^io  haa  aepenaea  upon  cot- 
ton raising   to   lift   the  aeht ,    the  proauct   having  fallen  to 


ahout   a  fourt"*;   of  Tl>8.  price  per  pouna   in 


1818.-"-     The   amount 


still  mie  on  September  60,    1822  v/as   ^b  ,Vt-jO  ,''28. 
THE   IhOuRPORATlO.:  OK  '''rilC   SA..K-       Jiany   of  the  purcha.sers  had 
inovea   int,o  the  state  v/ith-   liinited  means   ana  after  makinp,   the 
first   pn-yr.icats   on  i/neir   lanas  v^ere   larfiely  vitliOut    funas   to 
improve   thciri  ana  briiip,    t^.cm  unaor   cultivation.         Capita,!  vras 
scarce,   no  aaaquate   systeui  of  banKinp,   existed,    the  heavy   an- 
nual pajnent    \o   \\\g  co^ern.  lent   for   lanas   ser^'ea  to     irain  the 
country   of   its   circiilatinfi   medium.         In  ado  It  ion  to    this 
practical   need   of  banking   facilities   there   existea   in   \a\o 
minds   of   the  people   ti^e    idea  of  fiat   money,    a  belief   that 
there  vras   a  certain  mysterious  pover  by  vhich   the   state   coula 
make  j:ione/   plentiful  am   cheap.        Accoraingly  ,    in  the  Consti- 
tution  vfith  v/hich  the   sta'.e  v/as   admittea   into    the  Uriion  q>X). 

1.      Itornorial ,   from   Debtors  for   Public   I^ands ,    to   Congress. 
Public   Lanas,    Volume   IV.    Page  554. 
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Uecoinbor  14,  1«.lh,  v;o  rinrt  the  foiiowing  pro-'^ision : "'  "One 
State  Hank  may  be  esLabli.sr.ea  v/ith  such  nuiriVier  of  Yiraiiches  as 
the  General  A.s.scrri>)l.y  may,  from  tiinc  ix  t,  imc ,  deem  expedient". 
:io  bra.'ich  bank  shoula  "be  establishoa  rior  banr.  charter  re- 
nev/ed"  ,  without  ^.he  concurrence  of  bcthi  houses  of  the  General 
Asscmbi;/.    At  least  tv/o  fifths  of  the  capital  stock,  and  a 
proportion  of  pover  in  directing  t];e  bank  equal  at  least  to 
its  proportion  of  stock  tnerein,  must  be  reservea  i£    the 
state.    The  state  ano  inaividual  stock-holdcrs  shoula  he 
liable  "for  i.he  debts  of  the  bank  iri  proportion  to  T/ne  stock- 
holders therein".    "The  remcd.y  for  collectinA  aebts  shall  be 
reciprocal  for  ana  against  the  bank".    ho  banK  v^as  to  com- 
mence operations  until  h^alf  of  the  capital  stock  is  "actually 
pain  in  gold  or  silver,  vliich  amount  shall,  in  no  case,  be 
less  than  one  hunarea  thousana  dolli'-rs".    After  the  estab- 
lishment 01'  the  S'.ate  Hank  the  banks  then  existing  could  be 
aruTiittea  as  bra.-iChes  upon  such  terms  as  the  sai'i  banks  ana 
the  Legislature  might  agree  upon. 

The  I'irst  State  Legislature  passea  an  act  ""^'o  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  '-he  Bank  of  the  State  of   Alabama" 
which  'vas  approved  becembor  21,  1820.    The  capital  stock  vas 
not  to  exceed  tv.'o  million  aollars,  tvo-fifths  of  v/hic';  v;as 
TQUGT^ron   for  the  state  yrhile  the  reual  naor  was  hu   be  raised 

1.   Article  VI.  of  Cons!. i'.ut ion  of  1«ih.   Poole:  Chart  .rs  and 
Constii.utions  in  the  Unitea  Starves.  Part  1.  Pag:^  45. 
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by  subscriptions  from  the  ■pecplo.    SMporintcnacnts  vera 
naraen  in  the  act  ana  authori 20a  to  0710:1  books  for  subscrip- 
tion at  ten  st ipulat eri  torns  cf'  the  state.   All  efforts 
failed  to  ort;aiii:iC  a  bank  unaer  tiiis  act,  capitalists  being 
unv;illing  to  invest  in  a  scheme,  tl-io  feasibility  of  v/hich 
they  aoubt Less  questionea,  ana  the  private  subscriptions 
coula  no'-  be  raisea.    On  December  20,    i8H5,  v;as  passed 
"An  Act  to  establish  the  >S.-ink  of  AlaYiama"  in  order  "to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe  ana  profitable  investment  of  such  public 
funds  as  may  nov  or  hereafter  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
State,  and  to  secure  to  the  community  t'lO  benefits,  as  far  as 
may  be,  of  an  extended  ana  unaepreciatinp,  currency";  so  read 
the  p^ea:;!blo.   The  Cc?^  it  al  stock  of  the  bank  v/as  not  limited 
ana  vas  to  be  furnishied  solely  by  tiie  state'; 

On  March  2,    l8lv<.  Congress  haa  passed  the  Act  enabling 
"the  people  to  form  a  Const iLut ion  and  state  government"  and 
presiding  "for  the  admission  or'  such  state  into  the  Union". 
This  act  graiitedto  the  inhabiti^tnts  of  each  tovnship  the 
sixteenth  section  of  that  tovnship  for  tlie  use  of  schools; 
all  salt  springs  vere  granted  to  the  state  for  the  use  of  the 
people  su>'ject  t.  the  rr  ntrol  of  the  Legislature;  five  per- 
cent of  the  proceeds  from  public  lana  sales  vas  given  to  the 
state  for  inakina  roads  to  and  in  tlie  state.  aiaKiaa   canals. 

1.  Llessage  of  Governor  Bibb,  Hov@,riV,cr  :^.7th ,  1821. 

2.  Acts  of  the  hegislaturo  lH26-'i. 
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and  for    iin"provin;^,   ri'^ors  r ill  in   the    .st».te,    tvo  porcenL   t>o  iic 
con*>ro.liefi  by   tho   I'eneral   Congress  ana  three  per   cent   i  ,y   the 
State   Legislature;    " .sclent y-tv;o   sections   or  tvro  tovTis'r.ips" 
vrerc   "set   apart   r'or   the  use   of  a  sci;iinary   of   learning"'    ann   s 
sixteen  hunaroa  ana   tv;enty   incres   of   lana  v/ere   aoriatea  as   a 
seat   of   goveriurienL   for   the  state.  '''hese   grants  of  Congress 

fortriea  the  nucleus   ol"   the    capital    of   '-lie   State  ria.iK ,    to  vhidi 
was   aaaea  other   capital   by    issues   of  bonas.'^ 

The  proceeas   of   the  sales  aiia    rents   of  the  university 
lanas  ,   not   to   exceed  $100,000,    t>ie    three  percent,  fum  ,    the 
proceeas  from  the  sale   of  the   1H20  acres   of   lana  gi-"'en  as   a 
governinen'-   seat,    tlie   rentals  i'roii  the   salt    springs,    all  es- 
cheats ana   other  public   funas   of  v'hich  the   state  night  become 
possessed,    together  v^ii/n   tl^e  proceeas  from  the  sale  of 
SlOO.OOO  v.'orth  of  bonds,    const it\n>ea  the   capital   for   connen- 
c  i ng   op e  rat  i  ons . 

IIICRK^SiC    OF    CAPITAL   A;:1I    LOSSES    SUSTAIIffil)   BY .  ^HE    STA^'^E- 
On  Harch  2,    1827  Congr'oss  passed  an  Act   aut..orizing   "the 
Legislature   of  the  state   to   sell  thie   lanas  heretofore  appro- 
priatea  i'or  the  use   of  schools   iri  tha^.    state"   ann  to    invest 
the  proceeas    in   "some  productive  funi"   for  tr.e  s\ipport    of 
schools.  Accordingly    on  the   Ibth   of  January,    1828,    the 

f.rid  isrtt,urn  or  Alrtbi^iTiH  pa.^.^eu  an  Act  ordsiiriar.  the?  .^aig  of  ti.c 

1.      U.    5.    statutes   at    Large. 

^.      Act   of  the   Legislature,    uec.    20,    1825. 
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sections  numbeiiea  sixtcca  and  the  proceeds  to  'be  pain  into 

the  State  Mank.    Kron  ti  is  f\ma   about  $1,500,000  vere  placed 

1 

in  the  Bank. 

On  Jannarv    12,    1H66  another  Act  was  passed  under  the 
provisions   of  i^hich  about    -ibOOjOOO  of  the  State  University 
funcis  were  either   in-i^ested  as    stock    in  the  State   Bank   or 
placed  therein  as   pu>iiic   i"unas. 

In  adnitioii  to   these  f unas  ,   for  the   estabiishfient   and 
aid  of  tiie  State  Bank  ana  branches,  bonas  vee    issued  frcn 
time   to   tiine  according   to    legislative  enactmcnfas  foliov;s; 
iJecember  20,    1825,   as   a  part   of  the 

original   capital    {  aaitied  above)  io0,00u.00 

Januar:.'    12,    1828.    to    increase   the   capital 

of  the  State   Bank  100,000.00 

January   21,    1852,    to  esta> lish  a  branch 

at  l.lont  goiTiery  500  ,  000 .  00 

ilovember   lo ,    1852,    to  estaTdish  a  branch 

at    )Jcca',ur  1,000,000.00 

Decenbcr  4,    1852,    to  estaVilish   a  branch 

at    Ilob'ile                                                                                      2,000,000,00 
TJocewber   12,    1852,   to   increase   the   capital 
of   the   branch   at    l.Iontr-Or.ierv bOO.OOw.yO 

1.  Bankers'    Lav   Journal,    June   1890.  Article  by   J.    H. 
Fitts   on  History    of   the   State    ^ank   of  Alabania. 

2.  Acts   of   the   Legislature   1825-57. 
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Januarj'  10,  l^V"?-'?  ,  to  cstft-hlish  a  branch 

at  Huntsvllie  500,000.00 

January  9,  186«,  to  increase  the  ciyital 

of  the  Hiants^^ilio  branch  500,000.00 

January  ^,  185b,  to  increase  the  capital 

of  the  Mobile  branch  1,000,000.00 

January  9,  I85(i,  to  increase  the  capii>al 

of  the  Liontgomcry  branch  500,000,00 

June  50,  1857,  to  enable  the  banKs 

to  rosTiiTie  specie  pa;'i:ionts  5,000,000.00 

Uecembor  Mh  ,  UW^ ,   for  the  i\irthor 

aid  of  the  banks  ^ .rOO ,000.00 

Total  bona  issues  '^14,000,000.00 

During  the  aays  of  apparent  prosperity  \inaor  this  bank- 
ing system  tiie  citii'.ens  of  \]\c   state  cnjoyen  vhat  nalavin 
calls  " ''"iTish  ',  ines  iri  Alabama",  v^hen  to  inake  noney  it  vas 
only  necessary  for  tiie  people  "to  get  together  ana  -"-otc  them- 
selves as  iiiMCh  as  ras  vantcd"  .    In  lB5o  ti\e   Legislature  by 
Act  of  January  9,  abolishea  all  taxation,  except  a  license 
tax  on  "race  tracks,  billiara  tables,  havkors  an''i  pcaalcrs , 
sale  of  playing  cards,  retail  of  spirit.ous  liquors,  museuns  , 
vrax  works,  feats  of  acting;,  sleight  of  hana  ana  pla.ys". 

The  act  proviciea  for  tiiC  expenses  of  tlic  state  govern- 
ment by  setting  apart  ^5.100, 000  annually  from  the  profits  of 
the  State  Bank.   Unacr  this  Act  the  citi^ions  v;ere  relieved 
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from  all  taxation  for  six  years,  +.11^  the  final  collapse  of 
the  hi-inkinc  system  in  1842,  vhcri  a  system  of  revenue  from 
taxation  v:as  inaup.uratea.    The  l^ank  hao  l^esn  character i-^en 
by  careless  an  inacti\'-e  .ianaf,einent ,  injnnicioiis  loans,  polit- 
ical macliination,  over  issues  of  notes,  ana  v.'hen  the  finan- 
cial crisis  o.f  185*7  spread  o"''er  the  country'  it  founa  this  in- 
stitution, v'ith  its  branches,  utterly  unable  to  ^"i^--'5tanai  ti.e 
stress.    Bank  notes  haa  accumulatca  until  property  arose 
far  above  its  intrinsic  value,  apparent  prosperity  haa  be- 
guilea  traaesmcn  iiito  an  extension  of  purchase  ana  creaits, 
ana  planters  into  extravap.ant  investments  in  lanns  ana  sliO'-es. 
People  became  deeply  involved,  business  sta(j,nant ,  confidence 
in  bank  issues  yms  finally  lost  ann  a  "run"  vas  maac  on  the 
banks  ^'hich  fo*-ced  them  all  to  suspend  specie  pii  nents  in  the 

short  inten'al  of  fifteen  nays  T-^etv-ecn  the  18th'  nna   :'.7th  of 

i 
liay  ,  186V.    An  extra  session  of  the  ief!.isiature  vras  called 

and  the  bonds,  shovn  abo^e ,  V'-ere  issued  in  Jime  to  enable  re- 

suiTiptio.'i.    The  Act  suppleiientea  by  othei-  bonas  issuoa  in  the 

f ollcA^ing  Decemier,  brcnip/nt  a  temporary  relief  ana  enaT)led 

the  banks  to  contiraie  the  hopeless  strugt;io  a  fovr  years 

longer.   The  LeiaslaUiro  auring  the  session  of  184&-3  placed 

the  branch  banks  in  liquidation  ano  on  .lanuar;  1,  1845  tlic 

charter  of  the  mother  bank  expired  v/i</no\it  an^v  enthusiastic 

1.      T^rev.'cr:    Alabama,    P.    b6, 

'A.      Ilessage   of  (jovemor  l.Iartin,    Uecen'r^er   l*-i.    l84b. 


OJt 


41. 
efforts   i"or  reiiev.'al. 

Tha  question  of  repuQi;ition  becmne   the    issue   of  politi- 
cal  caiTipaigas.        Tha   results   of  eicctiori  shovca  that   tlic  na- 
jorit/   of   the   citi^ie.'is   aeciaoai.y   favoren  the   i;iainteaance   of 
the   crofiit   of  the   state.  Accordingly   a  revenue   lav/  vas  e.i- 

actea,   as  notea  above,   for   the  purpose  or   aef raying   govern- 
mental  expenses   ana  of  meeting  the   interest   auc  on  the  V.onaR. 
The   ixiterest  v^as  promptly   met   on  all  the  >)onns   aovn  to   the 
beginning,   of  the  Ci"il  War,   ana   the  bonacn    innebtenness   of  the 
state  ■'vas   r'onuceo    to   %^-i ,r>3't  ,(rir>i-i.\Y7  vrhere    it    stooa  on  i^ovember 
2h  ,    iBh;^  ,    from  "^yi  .'A'6'.-'.  ,bbh  .bb  the  ar  ount    nxie  vhcn  the  banks 
were  put    in  liquination.  buriiig  the  Ci^il  War  the    interest 

aue  on  $2,109,000  (that  portion  of  trie  bonns  v^liich  vas  held 
in  Ilev'  York)  vras  repuaiatea,  but  was  paia  on  the  amount  due 
in  London  up   to   IH^bV  The   State   i:i  her  prostrate   comition 

at   the   close  of  the  v/ar,    repuaiatea  also   $200,000   due  the 
Central,    Commercial  ^    :"]astern,  ^^.tnkfc    of  Alabama  for   loans  to 
the  bank  vrith  which    to   pay   the   interest   maturing   in  Lonaon 
aurln?!,   the  war.'-* 

'^]\G  promptness  v^ith  wliich  the  state  v^cis  able   +x:^    meet   her 
interest,    ana  reduce  her  bonaea   inacbt^aness    is   aue,    largely, 
to  the   consummate  skill   of   F.    S.    Lyon,   who,    on   '-ebruary   4, 
I8<tr8.    WHS   made   sole   comiTiissiorior .    or   ^.rustee.   to  wina  ut>   the 

1.  Report   of   F.    S.    Ly§ri,    Hnnk  Commissioner. 

2.  Repuaiation  of   State  bebts:    Scott,   Page  55. 

3.  Baiikers'    Law  Journal,    June   Ibvb ,    Page   34v^. 
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affairs  of  tYm   bank.    Just  i:i  his  dealings,  coiirloons  to  all, 
conciliatorv ,  yet  firm,  ho  von  the  coni'lnenCG  of  all,  and  in- 
citci  the  ricbtors  to  the  bank  to  put  forti:  Lhcir  best  energies 

in  ora or-  to  absolve  fheir  inoebteciness.    From  the  vrecK  of 

1 
that  institution  he  svicceeaea  in  collecting  %^  ,32t,  ,b^<.l   by 

Nov  ember  185b.  anci  by  judicious  financier  inji,  han  net  all  in- 
terest payments  promptly  ana  haci  roaucea  tiio  boiiaea  inaeb'-ea- 
ness  to  $c-S,b84,«r)f3.r>7.    This  amount  v/as  refunaea  by  the  Act 
of  1H^(^   and  forms  a  part  of  the  present  innebteaness  of 
Alabama. 

T:ae  sc:iool  flings  (from  the  sale  of  the  loth  sections  and 
of  U\o   University  lanas  )  abo\ii.  if^l  ..SOO  ,000;  the  Ui'AO   acres  of 
lanci,  aonatod  for  a  seat  for  the  state  government,  approxi- 
mately vrorth  abou'-  ?:,lb,000;  and  the  "three  per  cent  fun  a"  , 
amounting  to  '%85«,4-<^8'  were  all  lost  ^o  the  state.    To  this 
»dd  the  !^eS  ,b84,rio8.67  gives  an  approximate  '-otal  loss  to  the 
s t at e  of  $6  , MV9 ,  ie54 . 

•-'or  the  payment  of  interest  on  these  bonns  ana  for  the 
support  of  public  sciiools  ano  of  the  State  University  a  tax 

of  about  SlOOO  per  day  is  being  pain  by  the  citi^^ens  of 

3 
Alabama,  a  constpjat  ana  not  altogether-  pleasant  reminaer  of 

T^ast  vagaries  in  the  science  of  bankina. 

1.  Hozi.  Francis  S.  Lyon,  as  Commissioner  an-)  '''rustee  of 
Alabama  by  ]Jr.  J.  L.  I.I.  Curry. 

2.  This  amount  includes  interest,  from  the  time  the  differ- 
ent deposits  were  made  in  the  bank,  to  Jamiary  1,  1860, 
when  the  state  mane  settleinent  v.^ith  the  i\mn.      Auaito^s 
Report  October  12,  i8«9. 

6.      Conant:  Hodern  Banks  of  Issue,  P.  66.5. 
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WHY  ^r-P'':  RA  :kT:I(;  .snnKiK  ^''atl?]]j-     The  charter  of  the  State 
Bank  vostoa  its  managoincnt  in  a  President  and  tvrclvc  aircctors 
who  ive.^-o  to  he  elected  annually  hy  a  joint  vote  of  the 
General  Assemhly.    This,  \o   hegiii  vith,  is  a  point  of  in- 
herent Y/eakness,  for  the  people,  thronf-h  the  legislators,  at 
once  had  a  grip  on  the  bank  managers  h,y  v^hich  loans  of  ques- 
tioned expediency  could  he  v^rung  from  thorn.    Ilotes  v^orc  to 
be  issued  "in  such  sums  and  u.der  such  devices"  as  the  pres- 
ident and  directors  "nay  doom  iiost  expedient  ana  safe".   The 
machine  v'as  kept  grinniiir   '••s  long  as  the  people  made  appli- 
cations for  loans,  for  th :  airectors,  though  unsalaried,  held 
lucrative  positions  and  verc  anxious  to  retain  their  jobs. 
Under  such  conditions  o^cr-issues  vrere  inevit;;.bic.    J.n 
iJecember ,  1858  Governor  nagby  in  his  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture employs  the  I'ollovd  ng  n'ords  in  a  revier  of  the  financial 
sitiiation  ana  its  causes:  "before  the  resistless  torrent  of 
excessive  bank  issues  tl.e  safe  pursuits  of  ordinary  business 
have  been  abanaoned,  hones',  industr\y  has  been  seduced,  public 
morality  had  been  undermined  by  the  profligacy  and  extrava- 
gance conseciuent  upozi  the  easy  facility  v.'ith  v^hich  the  repre- 
sentative of  money  could  be  obtained  to  almost  any  amount,  and 
the  very  fo\indation  of  society  shaken  to  its  center  by  the 
revulsive  shock  created  by  the  suaden  obstruction  to  this 
proaigious  st 'cara  in  its  frightful  course".    That  the  method 
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Of  Glocting  t>^ik  directors  is  vicious,  he  continues,  is  shown 

by  the  fact  that  the  ban-,  directors  and  the  inCinbers  of  the 

Legislature  for  tv.-o  successive  years  "obtained  more  accoinrao- 

dations  and  will  probably  be  the  cause  of  greater  loss  to  the 

bank  than  the  v/holc  coininunity  besides". 

In  his  nessagc  of  1840  the  same  Go-"ernor  asKs,  "V/hoever 

heard  of  a  ioan  seeking  the  appointment  of  a  baak  oirector 

from  patriotism  or  for  the  honor  it  confers?     The  accounts 

from  1864  to  1867  shov;  that  they  vere  under  the  infl'icnce  of 

a  inuch  more  pov.'erful  motive  than  the  love  of  country  or  the 

love  oi"  fame.    The  liroctors  accepted  without  compensation, 

their  positions  with  fixed  determinations  to  compensate 

theins elves"  .'^ 

After  the  estp.biishment  of  the  r- ranch  banks  therx.^  v^ere 

about  sixty-five  baa.-  officials  to  be  elected  at  each  session 
of  the  Legislature.    The  legislators  were  annually  beset 
with  i>ordes  of  candidates  each  vieing  wltii  the  ol  ..er  in  prom- 
ising the  greatest  loans  to  his  supporters.   An  idea  of   the 
"logrolling,"  jnethods  employed  in  these  electioneering  con- 
tests I'lay  be  obtained  from  tl.e  followiiig  incident:   During 
the  "rushing'  season  of  session  of  l86v-8  one  of  the  .nerabers 
of  the  Legislature  died.    The  usual  badge  of  mourning  ( crape 
on  the  left  arm)  v^as  assui'ierl.    a  certain  llr.  Herndon ,  of 
■Beaton  Count/,  happened  to  be  in  ^'uscaloosa.  the  Capital  of 

1.  liCssages  of  Governor  Bagby ,  itecember  6,  1858. 

2.  House  Joiirnals,  1868  and  1840. 
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the  State,  nt  Ahis  tiwc.   Being  of  a  social,  co  iviviui 
nature,  and  ha^^inc  the  shrev;aness  to  obBer>'e  the  nafdc  pover 
or  the  badge  of  crape  in  corainanrtlng  the  respect  ana  attention 
ana  even  the  cigars,  arinks  ana  o.ysters,  of  others,  he  promptly 
aorinea  the  badge  of  inoiirning,  ana  protracLed  his  -"isit  to  the 
City  unich  to  the  expense  of  diligent  ana  liberal  candidates 
for  directorships  in  the  bariKs.-*"   Ilr.  Uaniel  P*  f5cstor  is 
said  to  iiavc  retired  I'rcm  public  life  on  account  of  the  dis- 
gust he  experienced  at  ',he  methods  he  found  in  practice  diiring 
the  session  of  1837-8.   Heing  a  man  devoted  to  the  caiise  of 
education  he  was  diligent  in  canvassing  a  school  bill  vhich 
he  conceived  woulfi  result  in  uaich  needed  refonns.    In  ad- 
dressing the  different  me;;ibers  on  the  subject  he  met  t,oo  fre- 
quently tiie  reply  "I  don't  knov  anything  about  your  bill,  V.'ut 
will  say  that  I  have  a  friend  I  v.'ant  elected  bunk  director, 
and  if  you  vilx  vote  J'or  him  I  \vill  vo!.e  for  your  bill".- 

An  act  of  December  1'',  l86e>  had  entitled  the  Directors 
ana  Presidents  of  the  Banks  to  accoinmodations  not  exceeding 
^6b  ,000   each,  a  much  more  liberal  sum  than  vas  allov-ed  to  in- 
dividuals.  Even  this  liberal  limit  was  often  passed  by  the 
officials,  for  a  later  act  binds  them  by  oath  to  comply  v:ith 
the  limits  and  also  pledges  them  under  oath  to  report  any  co- 
official  ^.-.'ho  ma./  be  g^iilty  of  transgi-essing. 

The  i.e^islature  at  its  session  of  1h.S7-h  rRmir.^n  thn 

1.   Garrett:  Reminiscences  oi'  Public  Hen  if:  Alabama,  Page  4o. 
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nnraber   or   rtiroctor.s   to   six  for  each  'bank,   ann  providca  tliat 
they   shoula  he  raid  salaries,    mia  not   aepena  on  oiscormts  and 
accoiTi:noaations  ror   rciiameration  for  t'neir  sen/ices.        Each 
official  r-as  rled^ed  unaer   oath  not    t.o   "hecoine   inaebtca  to 
the  State  Baiik   or  any   branch  thereof  eiti  er   directly   or   indi- 
rectly"   and  not   to   "vote   for   or   support   the  aiscount    of  any 
paper   oi'ferori   in  bank  vrhore   I   expect   to   receive  any  portion 
of  the   proceeds    in  payinen'.    of  any   aebt ,    or  aemanri ,    tl^at   i;iay 
be   due   ne"    an^.   that   he  voulri   "in  no  manner   act    as    ap.ent   for 
tliose   applyiiif!,   for   accorunoaations" .  Ilan   this   de->fice  been 

adopted  sooner  the  history   of  the  banV.   nigh',   ha^e  been  aif- 
f erent ,   but   the   ste;>  rras   taken   too   late    (  l8o9  )   for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Finances    in   1840   revea'.ed  the  fact   that 
the  Presidents  ana  Directors  then   in   office,    to^iether  vith 
their  pre'iecesscrs ,   vere    indebtea  to  the  bariKs    in  ti.e  neat 
Slim  of   $5,.'-^.'i'2  ,b8V.        The  members   of  the   LegisiaLure ,   v/e  may 
rest   assiirea,    likewise   cane   in  for  their  share.        Their  ap- 
plications for  accommodations  voula  haraiy  "ne   rejected,    for 
upon  the  ^;ood  will   of  the   Legislature  restea  the   chances   of 
the  bank   officials  to  retain  ti.oir  positions.        We  ha-"-c   al- 
ready  seen   '-hat   for  tvo   successive  years  tliC   directors   ana 
members   of  the   Legislature  borrovfod  fron  the  banks  more  than 
half  of  the  entire    loans  aurinf,    these  tv'o  years.      So  thorough 
uia  tills  mutual   unaerst aiming  become   t:.at    a  conspiracy  vas 
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formea  in  1841»  by  v/liich  the  resources  of  the  Y)aak  v.'crc  to 

be  entirel.y  -avrcpt   av/a.y  b,  an  artfully  nianagoa  scheine. 

The  plf^'i-  "f ictitiO'S  bills  of  cxc;,anp-,c  to  v^liich  the  rocoin- 

inemations  of  members  of  the  Legislature  hari  been  obtainea 

1 
unaer  ■"•arious  acts  ana  pretenses"-,  v^as  niscoverea,  and  crea- 
ted quite  a  sensation  tin-oup,hout  the  State.    The  Legislature 
of  1841-^^  met  in  r'ej;ular  session  in  the  mias'.  of  this  agita- 
tion, each  of  the  iiembers  suspicious  of  the  other  ana  not 
knov^int,  fron  v.'hat  quarters  t'i.e  nystcrious  blov  vas  to  fall. 
After  some  hesitancy  ana  aelay  resolutions  v/ere  passca  in 
IToveraber  authorising  the  afpoiritment  of  a  committee  to  inves- 
tigate the  allcgea  "bank  i'rauas".   A  joint  committee  from 
the  tv'o  houses  v-as  accordingly  appointed  ana  investigation 
began.    In  ]Jccember  (  1841  )  the  r.iombers  from  the  Lov'cr  House 
maao  a  report  asking  "leave  to  place  on  the  jouriials  of  the 
house  the  reasons  ■'.viiich  wilx  pr'e'/eni.  them  from  discharging 

the  duty  assigned  to  them .    In  the  examination  already 

made  they  have  discovered  tiie  existence  of  a  disgraceful 
league  to  plwnder  the  banks  and  svfinale  the  people  of  the 
State;  men  high  in  office,  .-.le.nbers  of  the  hei',is.Lature ,  ana 
bank  airectors  are  supposea  to  be  implicatea,  ana  it  is  be- 
lic'ed  that  aisgraceful  partiality  and  manage.iient  night  be 
shov:ri  to  ha-'.'-e  existea  in  soi:ie  of  t'ne  banks.    ■."'itri  all  these 
1.   Garrett:  Reminiscences,  Page  '^-12. 
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facts  before  tJnei:i  tliC  Senate  has   seen  proper  to  dissolve 
their  portion  of  the   coi'inittee.        This   renders    it,    irapossiblc 
for  lis  to  act   efficiently   am  v/e ,   therefore,    tenaer   our  res- 
ignation  to  the  house  or  v.'ii'ch  v^e   are   nenhers"." 

The    invest i[\at ion  vas   ne'^er  pMshcrt   fnrt;.er,   Yiiw    suffi- 
cient  revelations   I'lan  heen  I'laae  to   inmice   a  nnviher  of  .len, 
hif^h   in  officiaiL  ana  social   circles,    to   seei'.   their  fortn:ie   in 
other   fielrls,    t"i.e  "Vest;   vhile   others  unner   th.e  shaaov   of  sus- 
picion retired  I'ro.i   tlieir  post    of  duty,    and  v-ith   drooping 
pinions,    spent    the   rein<iinoer   or'  their   rtays   in  private    Life. 
J'lO   discovery   oi'  tlie  fact    ^hat   such  a  I'raua  coula  V'O  perpe- 
trated brought   home    to  the  people  the  necessit.y   of  closing 
this  political  banking   I'.iachine.         The   state  urast  V'-ina  up   the 
baiik   or  the  bank  woula    surely  vina  up   the   state.        C; loosing 
the  former   alternative,    the   !x;gislature  began  the  process   of 
liquidation   in   1842,   ana  at    the  session  of   l«45-o  the  v/hole 
assets   of  the  Bank  r-'ere   placed   in  the  hauas   of  three   cominiss- 
ioners,    F.    S.    Lyon,    C.    C.    Olay   ana  Wilxiai-i   Cooper.  In   1848 

l.ir.    .h/on  v.'as   inaa.e    sole    coininissioner  ana   continued   tliC  vrork   of 
v/inaing  up   the  affairs   of  the   State   Hank  vrith   the   results 
above   stated. 

As  re  have   already   seer,   the  prime  motive  for  th.e  estab- 
llsrjTient    of  the   -.ank  vms    '.o   dc^elOT)   tlie   State    in   its   ap.ricul- 

1.      Report    of   CoiTraittee,   l-iouse   Journal   1841.      Garrett: 
Rci'iiniscences  ,    Page   217. 
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tural  interests.    With  this  in  r^iew  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
providea  t-iat  the  money  i.o  Tre  lent  ]-).y  ti'.e  'banR  should  be  ap- 
portionea  among  the  several  cour.ties  in  the  state  in  propor- 
tion to  their  r'eprosentation  in  ti.e  Trcneral  Assembly.   This 
fririiishea  the  means  Tor  electioneeri  ir  tc  all  tr.e  candiaates 
for  the  Legislature,  as  they  coula  promise  each  one  of  the 
"dear  yeople"  to  secure  them  a  loan  if  elecea.    When  once 
in  office  they  coula  usually  secure  t:  eir  reelection  hy  C'b- 
taining  loans  for  the  inost  influential  citizens  of  tiieir  re- 
spective counties;  ana  to  procure  tlie  loan  v/as  a  matter  of 
comparative  ease  for,  as  noted  previously,  the  Legislature 
exercised  a  potent  influence  Tipon  the  bank  officials. 

W/iile  those  who  v.'erc  closest  to  the  money  so\irces  came 
in  for  !.:  eir  share,  as  the  above  i'acts  have  clearly  shov/n, 
yet  the  iiiasses ,  tc<o,  haa  a  strong  political  puli  v/hich  they 
did  no',  fail  tc  appreciate.    The  Ha;:k  t::us  began  operations 
with  man.y  hanas  in  its  vaults.    So  great  became  the  pressur-e 
for  loans  t]"iat  by  1857  ban;',  notes  had  been  so  profusely  emit- 
ted as  to  cause  a  seriovis  aeprcciation. -^    From  185'''  to  184^: 
they  we*e  at  a  discount  ranging  from  tv-enty  to  fifty  per 
cent.^" 

The  Act  of  incorporation  (  l«:-;5  )  pro^'idea  that  nc   one 

man's  discount  shoula  exceed  S200Q.    This  limit  of  accomino- 

1.  An  official  state.ne.'it  of  June  1,  1857  sho?:s  that  the 
outstaaaing  circtilation  v/eis  $,4  .ovei  ."'b^ ,  v^iiile  the  specie 

reseri/ed  was  only  $492,5'''5. 

2.  Garrett:  Reminiscences,  Pages  255,  ?.58 ,  278.    Banking 
La''.''  Journal,  June  loMh ,  Page  554, 
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clatioris  vras   raLsod  b.    Act    of   January    .14,    IH'AH  to    iJshuOO. 
Kven  this  inoro   liberal   liuiit   dia  no'-    satisfy   the   aomanas   of 
the  borrovrers  nor  vras   the   lav.'   conplica  vith  by  the  ba/ik   of- 
ficials,   I'or  a   cominitteo  report    iparie   in   1840  shovs  that   ninc- 
ty  -pri^a^e    inaiviavials   alone  \rorc   then  due  the    i>ank   So  .054 ,435." 
So   expensive  had  been  the  business   unrier  this   reuiinc  that   by 
the  year   1857   tvrenty   inilxion  dollars  vere   mie  the  Bank   and 
its  branches.'"' 

We    •lavo  shown  pre^riousl.;/    the  non-compliance   also  v^ith 
the   law  Y.'hich  placed   linitations   on  tiieaaount    of   loarxs   to 
which  the  baiik   officials  v;ere  entitled.        These   loans  were 
securea   (or  supposed   to  be   at   any    rate)  by   mortgages   on  lands, 
slaves,   ana  other  personal   property   of  the  aebtors.      Wl;en  the 
financial   crash  cane   in  185^   it   thus  i'onnd  the   country    deeply 
in"-olved;    for  the  Bank  to   close   out   the  papers  as   they     ma- 
tured woulit  mean  sacri.';'ice   sales   of  millions   of  property  ,    ana 
the  accumulations  of   lands  on  the  handsof  the  State  for  which 
no  ready   sales   coula  be  founa.  Accordingly   the  Legislature 

at    its   called  session,    in  June   1857,   passed   the  first    of    its 
relief  acts.        The  time  of  the  pa  •  ment   of  the   debts  then  due 
■!"as   extended;    they  v^ere   divided   into  three   annual    instal- 
ments,  ^he  first   of   Sb'/i,    the   secona   ana  third  of  57   l/'^y^ 
each.        Aixother    relief  act    of    February   o.    iB^tO   recniiroa  that 

1.  V.    S.    L/on:   by   J.    L.    il.    Curry. 

2.  Governor's  Ilessage ,    December   In,    1845. 
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not  iTio'"c  ^>han  tv-'cni,/  ^or   cent  of  the  several  aebts  civic  the 
Bank  shoula  be  roqiilren  per  annuin.    Many  aobtors  took  nci- 
vantafto  of  these  iavs  ,  pathorcd  Tip  their  personal  belongings 
and  iTio^^oa  to  the  iiioro  distant  West  for^ettinK  to  leave  their 
aniresses ,  ana  before  their  location  rsoulo  be  ascertainea  the 
statute  of  linitation  hart  barren  all  procecdurc  ana  pre-'^entcci 
collection,    Hoth  of  the  relief  acts  retiuirca  that  the 
Presiaent  ana  airoctors  of  the  se^/era'  baulks  shoula  aemana 
further  security,  if  by  tliem  aee.'iea  necessary,  as  a  conciition 
precedent  to  the  extension. 

The  officials,  it  aypears,  eitlicr  through  inability, 
lack  of  business  juagment ,  or  from  neglect  of  auty  aia  not 
comply  v.'ith  this  requircnent.    Tlie  results  of  tl'.  is  onigra- 
tlon  ana  careless  renevals  of  securities  nay  be  seen  from  a 
report  inaae  by  a  coiiimittec  to  the  General  Asseinbly  of  184;-;. 
Hero  is  shovn  ttat  of  a  total  inaobtedness  to  the  banks  of 
!itil<^.40l  ,8'^^.'^;'"'-  t};e  "baa  aebts"  a.iountea  to  sb  ,hol  ,4v'o.  Ib-^^ 
while  S2  ,04fs,244.Hl  T'as  classed  as  "doubtful'.'    a  part  of 
these  bad  ana  aoubtful  aeb'.s  resulted  from  a  plart  adopted  by 
the  directory  of  the  State  Kttnk  in  August  1858.    IIotv;ith- 
stanoi  np,   the  fact  that  heavy  bond  issues  had  been  made  in 
185V  to  enable  the  banks  to  resume  specie  -^avi.ionts.  the  re- 

1.  clovernor's  i.iessage,  Ddcembor  1h  ,  lH4b. 

l-i.  A  report  .  lado  'to  the  session  of  1h57-8  classes  only  about 
$100,000  as  bad  and  a  little  more  than  $500,000  as  doubt- 
ful- though  both  items  would  doubtless  have  exceedoa  these 
amounts  if  the  real  conditions  haa  been  probed. 
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8r"^e  was  not  yet  largo  enoiu'.h  to  float  the  iarp-,c  volurie  of 
notes  in  circalation.    T,  obtain  inorc  specie  it  vas  riotor- 
minca  that  T.hc  State  Bank  shoula  eater  the  Cotton  i;iarkot. 
"Agencies  vere  organized  ,  post  notes  issuea,  ana  aavances 
made  to  planters  on  the  cotton  crop  to  be  forthcoining  in  the 
early  fall,  to  be  shlppca  abroad  as  a  bill  of  exchange  to 
procure  specie.    Thus  it  v-as  expected  tha.t   tl\c  planter  vould 
be  aided  in  his  crippled  co::aition,  ana  encouraged  in  raisint^ 
the  staple,  v/hile  all  the  substantial  interests  irivolvcd 
woula  be  promoted".     Cotton  agents  with  their  numerous 
clerks  vere  employea.  the  scheme  v;as  viacly  aa-'^crtised  in  the 
ne''."spapers ,  proper  forms  for  receipts,  ^'arehouse  certificates 
were  fonnaly  prepared  ana  post  notes  circulated  by  the  thous- 
anas.    '^'he  Governor  in  his  message  to  the  i>encral  Assei  ibly 
in  the  following  December  expressed,  in  no  uncertain  tone, 
his  disapproval  of  the  Act  on  I'uo   part  of  t'ne  rSank  airoctors. 
the  grounas  of  objection  wer'C  ,  (1)  corporations  ha-"-o  no  pow- 
ers except  those  confcrrea  by  the  i  corporating  act;  the  'Sank 
is  not  authorizea  by  its  charter  to  engage  in  t':\G   business  of 
hanaling  cotton;  (2)  the  scheme  e-"idently  aims  at  the  promo- 
tion of  great  agricultural  interests,  rina  the  latter  are  not 
entitled  to  favors  v/hich  are  not  extenaea  to  other  classes. 
The  ?;ori-.  had  already  been  accomplished,  however;  the  lilreat-or.s . 

1.  Garrett:  Keminiscences ,  Page  n.s. 

2.  Message  of  Governor.  Ueceiaber  1858. 


55. 

on  Auerist  2vt ,  1B.S8,  hart  adoxteri  a  set  or  n.ilcs  st.iting  the 
terms  \ij>on   v:hich  loans  vrc-ulri  be  laanc,  ana  appointing  agents 
at  Uoblle,  Ner  Orlc-ns,  ITev  York  and  Liverpool,  to  vhom  the 
cotton  VMS  to  he  shipped  hy  the  Bank.   Unaor  this  plan  the 
surn  of  $1,209,416  vas  aavanced  on  21,«i24  bales  of  cotton, 
2, 4*75  bales  of  v/hich  -lia  not  inateriali^ie.    Cotton  aeclined 
during  the  season  of  iH^H-v:  from  about  nineteen  cents  to 
about  tv;elve  cents  per  pound,  thus  entailing  an  ada\tioaal 
loss  to  the  >)anks  vho  hna  made  their  loans  on  the  basis  of 
sustained  prices.    A  report  froin  the  Bank  Coiriinissi oners  in 
1845  sho?.'s  that  !|i270,57t-,  of  this  cotton  aeb!.  vrere  still  due 
the  Bank.-'-  Practically  all  of  this  v.'as  lost  to  tlie  banks, 
owing  to  the  insolvency  of  parties. 

As  an  ill\istration  of  the  vrays  in  v^hich  losses  vrere  sus- 
tained vG   ciLe  one  example.   Hr.  J.  II.  Bates,  a  jjlanter  of 
Green  County,  o>)tained  a  loan  of  !ii>79  ,h52.75  as  ad->'-ances  on 
1,022  bales  of  cotton.    To  avoid  the  legal  limit  of  accommo- 
dations ($5000),  fifteen  bilxs  of  exchange  for  $5000  each, 
ana  one  for  $4,0^2.''''.')  v.'ere  executed.    Ilie  cotton  viiich  vas 
shipped  on  this  a  ntract ,  it  seei:is ,  vas  sola  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  specified  time,  ana  :.r.  recites  claimed  that  he 
had  suffered  losses  on   account  of  this  violation  of  the  con- 
tract in  that  the  cotton  vrould  have  broughi,  a  better  price 

had  the  sale  been  nefcrred:  ana  he  declinen  to  Day  tlio  bal- 
1.   Garrett:  Reminiscences;  Pages  267,  rivo. 
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ance  Y/2iioh  thc-Bank  claincd  after  neauctinR  the   proceoas  of 
the  cotton.    Siiii  '.vas  accorairigiy  brought  hy   the  Harik.  vhich 
suit  flrially  rcachea  the  Supreme  Court.    The  principal  point 
.stressed  hy  the  aefenaant  v;as  the  illegal  step  taken  by  the 
Bank  in  handling  goods  of   merchandise  ana  in  naking  loans  to 
an  inaivirtual  exceeding  the  legal  limit.    '':^he  Court  decided 
in  favor  of  tlie  plaintiff,  but  a  report  of  the  Bank  Commiss- 
ioners made  in  1845  shov'S  that  Vne  balance  due  the  Bank, 
^''y  1 , 66*-) ,   Y/as  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  lana  ana  slaves  suppos- 
ed to  be  vrorth  only  about  $20,000.    Thus  there  v;as  lost  to 
the  state  from  this  one  transaction  alone  ar)out  $50,000.'" 

In  1842  the  State  Ba;ik  v/as  able  to  perform  yet  another 
ser^/ice  for  the  citizens  of  Ala>K-tma.    In  the  iiorthorn  part 
pf  the  State  many  neu-  settlers  wore   laboring  unaer  hea\'y  in- 
debtedness to  the  government  for  lanas  v.fhich  the  latter  had 
lately  acciuircd  froiri  the  Cheroky.e  Indians  ana  haa  throvrn  open 
for  sale.    The  Legislature  succeeaea  in  arranging  vith  the 
Government  at  Washington  for  the  acceptarice  oi"  bank  notes 
from  the  x.eople  in  payiiiea'-  for  their  honcstcaas.    The  State, 
in  turn,  was  to  receive  these  no'-es  in  pa/iient  or   her  share 
of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  public  lanas,  the  "tvo  and 
three  per  cent  funas"  .    Tliis  measure  v'as  successl'uliy  car- 
ried through  ana  brouglit  relief  to  many. 

The  Hank  with  all  of  its  failures  to  accomplish  fuli.y 

1.   Garret^>:  Reminisceiices ,  Page  275. 
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the  an*. icipaiea  rcsulls   ana   in  srH-c   of    its   final   collapse, 
yet   cxerciscrt  a   stron;^;   influorice    in  opening  up   the   state. 
This  fact   may   no   iliust rated  by   the  follovlng   statistics   of 
grov/th   in  population  a.iir,   cotton  proauction. 
PQPUI^^TIOII    III   AlAnAlA:-'' 


Year 

1810 
1820 
1850 
1840 
1850 


Whites 
rt,422 

85,4hl 
I90,40o 
355,185 
4MH,514 


Colorea 

2,rtH4 

42,450 

119,1:^.1 

255  ,5''?1 
oSV ,109 


Total 
9  ,  04rt 
12^.901, 
309,52'7 
e>l0,75t) 
7h5,H25 


We  thus   see  that    in  the   tvro   aecacics  bctv/een   1820  ana 
1840,    in  Y/hich  the  Bank's   influence  v;as   {i,reatest ,    the  number 
OS  slaves   incr-easea  about    six  fold. 

T}ie   impulse   is  also  seen  in  the  purchase   of  public   larids 
ixx  Alabama  aurin;,   fnis  period:" 


1855 

451 ,519  Acres 

1854 

i,  07  2, 45V   '• 

1855  . 

1,587,002   " 

1856 

1,^01,409   " 

1857 

58l,7V3   '• 

1858 

159, 9o9   " 

185v^ 

121,955   " 

1.  Brevier:    Alabama,   Pages  30,   44,   49,   5^ ,    58. 

2.  American  State  Papers:    Public   Lanas. 
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1840  ^      h»rj,v^5/t  Acres 

1841  50,705 

1842  L  .18. 81-^7         " 

Total-  5  ,'i'>02,180  Acres. 

The    iiTiyiilsc  fiivcn   to   cotton  proaiiction   in  the   "iicv: 
St  cites"    is   shov.'-n  bj/    the   fact    -that   of  the    t,o*.ai   atiount    of   cot- 
ton pronucea   in  the  Unitea  StHt.es   froia   .1366  to   l<-342   (  inclu- 
sive )   l4,M78,f^V9  l-iales ,   no   less  than  9  .Tibb  ,608  ba,ies  vrere 
proaucea  by  Alabama,   I.Iississippi ,    Louisiana,    Florida  and 
Arkansas,    five  nev:  sta'.es  of  the  South-West  ,   the   section   in 
which   stat-e  banks  wore  especially   active." 

In  tl;e  Southern  portion  of  Alabama,    the   district   par- 
ticularly  aaapted  to  the   grovth   of   cotton,    the  ae^elopment 

v/Hs  especially  mar-kcd,    as  v/ili  be   seen  fron  the  follovrinj; 

o 
figures*,"  v/hich   show  the  number   of  bales  proaucea   in  this   sec- 
tion  in  periods   of   five  years :- 
Period  Rales 

l820-2<t  180,  ^vf8 

l8Mb-39  5Vo,92b 

1850-O4  H20,24o 

1B'6S~3\^  1  ,  229 .  »o71 

We  have  thus   seen  the  rapid   influjt-  of  population,   the 
purchase   of   slaves,   the   buying  up   of   the  pu>ilic    lands   arm 
brin^in;,   them  unaer  the  plov-'.    ana  the  T)roauction  of  cotton 

1.  The  Cotton  Industry,   11.    ^-i.    Harnmona, 

2.  Hunt's  Llaga^ine,   Volume   16,    (1845)    P.    419. 
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pract. ioaliy  ric\i>>l?lixf',  every  year. 

A  traveler  v/riiino,  from  Ciaiboriio,  AlaViaina,  in  January 
184n,  pictures  for  us  the  closing',  scenes  of  the  activities  of 
the  Old  State  Hank.     "The  morning  after  our  arri^^al  at 
Claiborne",  the  author  tells  us,  "vo   founa  at  the  inn  a  fami- 
ly of  'movers'  on  their  v/ay  to  Texas had  come  aov.'n  two 

hunarea  miles  from  the  upper  countr,/  oi'  Alabama  ana  v'crc 
yraitinp,  for  others  of  their  kinarcct  vho  were  to  follow  v:ith 
t'leir  lieavy  v.'agons.    One  of  these  families  is  carrying  avray 
no  less  than  I'orty  neg!"oes.    In  the  Last  +"iftecn  inonths 
thirteen  h^mdrjcl  v/hites  azio  twice  that  number  of  slaves  have 
quittea  Alabama  for  Texas  ana  Arkansas,  ana  they  tell  I'le  that 
I.Ionroe  County  alone  has  lost  1500  inha-  itants.     'Lluch  cap- 
ital' saia  one  of  my  inf^-mants,  'is  leaving;  this  State,  and 
no  wonder;  for  if  we  rei;iain  here,  we  ar  ?  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  high  taxes  to  pay  the  interest  on  money  so  im- 
pro'"'identl/  borrovrcd  from  Knglana,  or  to  sufi'er  the  disgrace 
of  repudiation,  which  would  V^e  aoub  Ly  sha.reful,  because  the 
money  was  r^ecoivcd  in  hard  casi^,  ana  lent  out,  often  rashly, 
by  the  State  to  far.iers  for  agricultural  improvemen',s. 
Besides,  all  the  expenses  of  the  go'^'-ernment  v-ere  in  reality 
defrayea  auriiu,  several  years  by  ■|-)orrowca  mone/,  and  the 

burti.en  of  the  aebt  thrown  on  posterity the  planters  vrho 

got  grants  of  money,  ana  spent  it,,  have  .early  all  of  them 
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movca  olT  ana  sottloa  beyona  t/nc  llississippi •  ^^   t/;:is 

uioment  hi  e   State  is  soliiag  laiia  forroitcd  by  those  to  vn.om 
portions  of  tr.c  borrowea  money  v^ere  lent  on  mortgage,  but  the 
valTie  of  the  property  ,  thus  forcea  into  the  .narket ,  is  great- 
ly aepreciatea' " .      Calling  upori  an  elQorly  gentleman, 
a  landea  proprietor,  v;ho  nan  liven  here  for  tvcnty  years,  the 
tra-^eler  vras  cfferen  the  estate  for  saic  a'.  i*i5,500.   Express 
ing  surprise  tha^  one  of  so  aavaiicen  an  age  shouln  think  of 
moving  to  another  country,  he  met  ^he  reply,  "I  hope  to  feel 
more  at  home  in  Texas,  for  all  my  oln  ^ieighbors  have  gone 
thoi'e ,  ana  nevr  people  i^avc  tai.en  t:.eiv  places  here".    Thus 
lands  "rorc  being  sola  at  sacrii'icing  prices,  slaves  T-ere 
brought  Lo  the  block,  population  was  s.  ii'ting.    "In  the 
midst  of  such  instability",  our  English  tourist  anas,  "a 
feeling  of  nationality,  or  state  pride,  cannot  easily  be  fos- 
tered, nevertheless,  the  resources,  both  mineral  ana  agricul- 
tural, of  so  vast  a  territory  as  Alabama,  a  fifth  .Larger  in 
area  than  the  v;:iole  of'   Kngiana  proper,  .  lay  enable  them  v^ith 
moderate  econem,  ,  to  overcome  all  t.'ieir  difficulties.    This 
the  failure  of  the  banking  sc':.ome  res'.iltea  in  a  deplcten 
State  Treasury;  caused  the  necessity  of  a  high  rate  of  taxa- 
tion; accentuated  the  shifting  lenacncy   of  that  element  of  th 
-population  ^vhich  vms  already  restless  ana  rovina:  ana  left 

1.   Lyell's  Travels  in  t,he  United  Stai.es.    Volume  11. 
Pages  55-65. 
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the  last iag  impressiou  on   !.:iC  popular  laina  thai  the  State, 
juafied  cither  as  to  officioncj   or  integrity  vra.s  not  i.hc   best 
manager  ana  promoter  of  financial  enterprises.   All  of  these 
resul',s  retaraea  internal  improveinerits  ann  their  influence  is 
clear,"/  traced  through  the  entire  period  vhich  enas  v-lth  the 
Civil  War. 


■ooocoooooouoooooooooo- 
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CHAPTER    11 i. 
RIV-iR   AlIl)   HAHHOk    lilPROViliK.T. 


STAT}']  AID-  Alabmna   ranks   anong   the   first    states   or  the 

Uiiion   In  the  nvi.iber ,   extent,    ana  value   of   her  magaif  ice.-it 
water    Lines.        Kver.y   section,  ana  nearly   e^ery    --ounty,    of   the 
state   is  ■raterea,   ana  afforaea   coinnercial  facilities  by   soinc 
one  or  more   of  its  lia-^i^'ui  le   risers.  Professor  Tiiomey  ,    the 

first   State  Geologist    of  Alabama,   saia    in  one   of  his   reports; 
"There    is   scarcely  an  extensive  an-i   really  -"aluable  agricul- 
tur-al   tract    in   the   state  that   has   riOt    its   navi(;aMo   streai:". 
This  state   is   tra-^^ersed  by   tro  ^reat    system   of  v^ater  v/ays , 
(11   the  'T:'onnessee  v/ith   its   tribui,;'-,ries ,    connecting   ..orth  Ala- 
ba;na  v;ith  the  llississi-;pi ;    aiia   12)   that   group   of   risers  vliich 
arain  much   the   lances;-  part   of  Ala>iaina  together  vith   ccnsia- 
eral^le  portioris    of  ueorgia  ana  .Mississippi   also,   ana  fina  a 
common  outlet    into    t/ne  (rulf   of  licxico   through  the  v-aters   of 
the  Llobile  Hay. 

This   latter  system,    converging  at   Liobile,    spreading   o\it , 
fan-shapfca,    o^er  magnificent    timber   re)\ions,    over  fertile 
agricultural   aistricts,   ana   reaching   into  tiie   center  of  the 
inexhaustible   coal  ana   iron   neposits   of  iJorth  Alabama,   aff orris 
a  field   for   improvement   the  merits   of  vhich  are  probal'ly  un- 
surpassed by   any  vrator   system  v/ifiiin  the  Unitea   States.      '^he 
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improveneiits  ^hlch   rrd^rc  heon  marto  npon  these  v;ator.s  have  been 
clone  alino.s*-   exclusively  hy   th,c    '-e^ierHl   ('roverninent ,    the   .State 
of  Ala^iama  having   aono  practically   nothing   along   this    line. 
Rivalries  betv.'cen  the   aii'ferexit   sections   of  the  State   caiisea 
hitches    in  legislation  vhich  for  a   long   tii'nc  preventea  appli- 
cation even  of  the   i.hree  ana   two  z^cr   cent   funas  to  the  purpose 
for  v/hich  thc/   vforc   set    apart   bv   Congress.        In  the   early 
days   of  the   State   no  aae^^iate  systein  of  rcveniie  existed,    the 
citizens  were  heavily  burnenert  to  noet    the  uiatiaring  payments 
for  pni-ilic   lanas  which   '.hey   haa  purchasea,    the  population    , 
too,   v^as   more   or    icss   shifting,    ann  the  spirit   of   internal 
inprovoments ,   so  prcininerit    iii  ot.  er   states,   was   not   so   en- 
thusiastically  felt    in  Alabama.         '^he    importance   of   improving 
the   rivers  was   realized,   however,   but   thc  movemenL   v^as   held 
in  check  by  the    •irain  on  thc    currency   for  p^iblic    ianas   ana 
later  >)y    the   financial   coa'^niisions   ana  heavy    taxation  result- 
in,';   from   the   aisastrous  banking   scheme    in  v/hich    the   State   so 
early   erabarkea.        Thc  Constitution  unaer  which    the   State  was 
admlttea   to   the  Union  providea  for  obtaiiiing  ,    "accurate 
knovrlcdge   of   such   objects  as   niay  be  proper  for    improvement 
ana  for  making   a   syste.natice   ana  economical   application  of 
means   appropriated  to  tiem".-*-        Goveriior  Hibb.    in  his   messafcC 
1.      Constitution  of   l;-sl9.  Article  vi.  ,    Section  ;il. 


62. 

or  October  iii) ,  'liil'rr,    rccoinnenaca  "the  appointment  of  a  .skilled 
engineer,  vhose  nulics  it  shall  he  to  examine  tliC  rivers 
\vithin  our  linits  v.-ith  reference  to  the  expeaiency  ana  ex- 
pense of  inprovinf4  navigation  of  each,  ana  also  t:.e  nearest 
ana  most  eligiMe  approach  vhich  can  he  riaae  hetvcen  the 
waters  of  the  Tennessee  ana  'iiohile  Rivers".   The  Legisiatiire  , 
accoraingi/,  aiithcriijea  the  examination  h,y   an  engineer,  unaer 
the  supervision  of  the  executive,  seme  of  the  most  conspicu- 
ous points  of  improvement.    An  engineer  vas  enployeo  ana 
some  examinations  were  maae  but  no  improvements  materiaiizea. 
In  iSf-il  Go'"-eriior  Pickens  recominenns  the  establishment  of  a 
pe.nnanent  boara  of  internal  improvements,  ana  suggest  that 
such  a  boara  coula  act  without  friction  from  section  rivalry 
ana  v/oula  be  free  from  "haiiling"  influences.   He  again  empha- 
sizes the  necessity  or   a  canal  by  wiiich  the  Tennessee  ana  the 
Alaba;:)a  rivers  vero   to  be  connectea."^-  This  canai  project,  vras 
a  plan  long  cherlshea  by  the  y:eople  or   Alabama  as  a  means  of 
more  closely  uniting  the  ilortliern  ana  Southern  sections  of  the 
State.    '^he  mountain  barriers  which  separates  the  Tennessee 
Valley  region  from  the  more  southern  portions  of  the  State 
prevvjntea  t:".at  full  uaity  or   interest  ana  harmon,/  in  i'eeling 
which  arc  so  essential  to  the  life  of  a  perfect  State,  ana  ii. 
the  formation  oi'  v/hich  commercial  relations  are  so  r.otent. 

!•   House  Journal  1819-r-^.O. 

'-^.  Message  of  Oovemor  Pickens:  House  Journal-  Hov.  1^^ ,  ±821 
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Coirunercially ,  ITDrih  Alabama  vras  more  closoly  coancctoci  vrith 
Louisiana  than  v'ilh  Sout/n  Alahaina.   Their  promicts  vcrc  ship- 
pea  aov'n  the  Teiincssee,  Ohio  and  liississippi  risers  to  ilerr 
Orleans  a  distance  of  IbOo  miles  and  from  the  latter  point  the 
greater  portion  of  their  supplies  v^as  purchased.    On  account 
of  the  shoals  in  the  Tennessee  Rix^er  o'^rcn   this  means  of  trans- 
portation was  hlockea  for  a  c^'eat  part  of  the  year  ana  I'lark- 
ets  had  to  he  soUii.i:t  at  Savannah,  Augusta  or  Charleston.   The 
approximate  distance  frcv\   the  Tennessee  Valley  section  to 
these  fhree  points  v/as  six  h'lnaroa  ;niles.    From  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  this  route  liad  to  ho   covered  hy 
waggons  for  at  least  one-half  of  the  year.-*-   This  inconven- 
ient and  expe;isi\''e  iiethod  of  tran.sportation  for  many  years 
proved  a  heavy  incubus  to  the  industrial  ne^elopmait  of  the 
horth  Alahaaia  section.     Emphasizing  the  importance  of  tiiis 
canal  sc'r.eme ,  Governor  '.rayle,  in  his  message  of  1854,  states 
that  such  a  canal,  uniting  the  Tennessee  and  the  A.iahama  sys- 
teins  would  carry  to  l.:o>>ile  axiiiually  Ibo.OOO  bales  of  cotton 
"which  go  nov^  to  other  states  by  dan(^,erous  and  expensive 
routes".     Hot  Oiily  was  llobile,  the  emporium  oi'  the  State, 
being  aeprivG-t  of  that  share  of  the  states  traffic  to  v/hich 
she  was  not  actually  entitled,  Ynat  hea'"-y  losses  were  being 
s!j.stained  also  by  the  ci*.i:^ens  of  Ilorth  Alabiiina  on  account  of 

1.   Speech  of  Hon.  R.  w.  Cobb  in  llouse  of  Representatives. 
Cong.  Globe.   Vol.  2.^,  Appendix  P.  Ibv. 
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the   lack    or  t r«.?isr-ortiV-ion  facilities.  ^'or  exriiiplo    in 

1865  cotton  v/as  vortli   in  i;cw  Orleans  ana  liorilc  fifteen  cents 
per  poimri,   h'ut   before  the  hif^i  vj-ater   seciscn  hai  ccine,    thus 
adinlttinii   of  the  navii;ation  of  vhc  Teiinessee  ki^er  thrx?ugh 
the  shoal   portions,    cotton  haa  fallen  to  ten   cents  per  pounn. 
Bej:"ore   '-he  frtr,ners   of   this    r^^p.ion  coula  get   an  outlet   for 
their  cotton  the/   haa  seen  a   aecline   of  five   cents  per  pound. 
During   this  year  alone   it    is   estima'-ca  that   the   loss   thus-en- 
tailea  upon  the  T'ennessee  Valley   Co^uities  vas   not    less   than 
$2,2rt5  .OOOo-'-        lie.    only  v/as    it    difficult   1,0   fina  an   outlet 
for   cotton,   hu*,   i'.iarke*-s  for  provisions   ana  general   supplies 
were   often   inaccessible.        These  facts   create^   the  necessity 
for  self   sustaining   f  ar.ns  ,    teiiiea   \o  pre-s^rit   exclusive   cotton 
culture   in  horth  Alabana,    resul'.ea   in  aniore   niversifiea   sys- 
tem oi-  crops   aeinanain^,   smaller  holaings   cf   lana  an')   a   smaller 
nuabcr   of   slaves   than  v^ere  foiina   in   the  more    south.ern  por- 
tions  of  the   sta'.e.        As   tl\e   result   of   t.  ese   conaitions  the 
tvro  sections  v/ere  somcFhat   aiviaea   in  sentiments   respecting 
slavery.        This    lack   of  hamon.y   of   interesL   ann  feeling   con- 
tinvica  til',   the  boginnin*,   ol"   the   ni-'-'il  War,   anr;   came  near 
renain,';  the  State  ;isunaer  on  the   quest iori   of   secession.      For 
quite  ay'iiile   the   Tenness.^s  Valley   counties  vrere  projecting 
the  i'ormation  of   another   state,    "llickajack"  ,   v'"i-ich  shouia  re- 
main wifnin  the  Union.  '''he  fa-.o   of  Virginia,    horevcr,   v^as 

averted  b,/   the  rapiaity    of   ia""'asion  v^hich   causea  the   tvo   sec- 
1.   IIcssaf,e   of  (ioverjior  Oayle,    lB6<t,   hove.:iber   l«th. 
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tions   ^.o  prcsGii^   a  united  front. 

Thnt    "geographic;!   ana   sectioaai  names   might,   be  ai-iihila- 
ten"   tliat    '-ho   S'-ato  might  becono  really    "one  people",    "irica- 
tificfl   in   iii'.ercsts,   as.simiiatea   in   character  ana  harinoai^cri 
in  feeling 3 "-v'as   then,    one  of  the   stroag   rea.aon.s  v-hich  promplcd 
the  efforts   ^,0   connect   liorth  ana  South  Alabama  by   some   lino 
of  transportation.        There  v^ere  projectea  tvo  plans  by  v;hich 
this  might  be  accompli  shea.        Both   involvca   t,ho   cutting   of  a 
canal  be',v:een  the  tv-o   rivers.        One   of   these,   knov'n  as   the 
"Tennessee  nna  Tombigbee  Canal"  ,   vras   to   run  from  Fort   Deposit 

on  the   '■'eiincssec  Hi-'er   to   ''\iscaioosa  on  the   Black   '.Varrior 

•J 
River."        Owing   to  the   le;igti.  of   '.his    proposea   rou'.e  ann   the 

expense  v^hich  v;oula  be    in.volvea   ti.e  feasibility   of  this  plan 

ras   inoro  visionary    than   r'oal.        Anofiier- ,    ana   aoubLtess  more 

feasible   rout.e  for  a    canal   to  unite  ti;e  tv.-o   ri^er   systdns  v/as 

the    "Hiivassee  ana   Coosa   Canal",    ana  v/as   to   extena  from  a 

point    on  tiic  Okou,   a  navigable  branch  of  the  Hivasseo ,    lo  a 

point   on  the  Conesaugo,    a  navigable  branch  of  the  Coosa,    near 

the  Georgia  and  Tenxiessee   line,   v]iQrc   lucse  va'.ers  approach 

each   other  '.o  vithiri  about    tv.-elvc  milos*^^.  At   a  .noeting 

held   in  Cahaba,   Alabama,    on  Ilciy   ao ,    iHi^.^  this  project   v/as 

recommenaea  as   a  means  ol'  iavint^.   ope.i  a   nassar,e   ror  boats 

1.  Message   oi"  Governor  Clay   l36b. 

2.  A  eonnectea  ■"■lew   of  the  v;-hole   Internal  iIa-"igation  of  the 
United  States   {i860)   P.    37^. 

6.    Internal Jia-"-igat ion  of  the  Uriitod  Stntos   (1860)   Page  38v. 
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from  the  hcanr'ator.s   of   i/ne   Toianessee  kivor,    in  ^'ir(iiriia, 
through   '.he  Coosa  ana  Aiabaina  risers,   to  Mobile  una   the   Onlf 
of  Mexico.  It  v'as   tliought    that   b^    such  a   caxiai   the   tracte 

froin  the   eastern  part   of   Tennessee,    the  vcstern  portions   of 
Virginia  ana  liorth  Carolina  ana  iron  the   north-v/es*>    sections 
of  Gcor(',ia,    that   enormous   aistrict    rirainea  by   the    i.rihutaries 
of   fne   Tennessee  ana  Coosa   rivers,   vcaila  al.t  le  ciravn  to 
Mobile."  The  Go^^ernor  of  ti^e  State   in  tiie   foliovinc  llo^eui- 

ber  rocoiruneiiaea  to    the  1jjc-s  *-^iturc   tliat   an    incorporation  be 
snco\iraji,ea  to   carry    out    ',;:e    ;  roposea  plan,    statinr,   that   the 
State's   i'inancial    conaition  vroula  not   authorize  her   to   enbark 
in  any   prono\incea  v/ork    of    improver.ient   at    that    tii-.ie.        '''ho 
Legislature  passca  an  Act"    incorporating  the   "Coosa  i;avifi;a- 
tion  CoiTipan.y"    naiTiing  nine   terns    in  the   state,    ana  a7pointing 
for  each  tov.'n  tliree   supcrinteuaents  v.'iio   shoula  operi  books   for 
subscription  on   the  I'irst  iionaa.y    in  June,    l«2''j:. 

The  plan  iiiet   the  approval   of  the    "^eaeral  (ro-^'ernnent ,    >'Ut 
it   seeris  that    tj.c  people  verc  ;iot    sc    enthusiastic   over  tie 
plan  as  vz-as  the  State;    at   t-uiy   rate   the   capital  vas   not    raisea 
ana  no   canal   resultea. 

A   later  Act    incorporating   the   "Alabama  ana  Tennessee 
Canal   Company"''^   met  y-ith  the   sa:'!e  fate.         Hcth   coinranies  v^erc 

1.  Llessagc   01'     ro^eriior   S.    •^.    l.ioore,    iJove.nber   18^61. 

2.  Approved  uccember  ou ,    1326. 
^.   Approved  January   11,    1827. 
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still  horn.        In  1828  this  project  vfHs  exajiinca  unaer  the 
auspices  of  the  Unitc-i  States  (>overninen'> ,  a  route  vas  Ic^'elon 
aric  sur'i'eyea  for  the  proposed  comraunicat ion  v^hich  shouia  pass 
through  '.he  nost  favoraMe  depression  of  the  ridge  vhich  ni- 
videa  the  two  tributary  valle.ys,  ana  vhic;.  shoul;-:  have  as 
terminal  points  Hilte>  rana' s  hoa'.-.yari  on  the  Okou  ana 
i:cHair's  noat-yard  on  the  Concsauga,  a  length  of  tv^e.L-^e  miles. 
T?ie  pla;i  r.'rts  pronounced  feasii  le,  hut  promised  t.o  he  -"-ery  ex- 
pensi-'^e  on  accouiit  of  the  requisite  aee;  cuttir^g  at  the  sum- 
mit Ic'el ,  toget::er  wi'.li  other  local  difficulties  viuch  should 
have  to  y-e   overcome.    This  plaii  vhen  completed,  vras  \o   t'ona 
bTat  a  part  of  T/..at  greater  system  Knov'n  as  the  "Southern 
Route"  v;hich  vto.h   '.o  connect  the  v/hole  of  t;.e  Tenr.cssee  v^itl; 
the  Atlaiitic  seat^oard.    This  canal,  connecting  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Coosa,  together  with,  (-mother  canal  joining  the  Etovah 
v;ith  ^he  '^'Cmulgee  v;ould  complete  t.-.e  line  ty   vhich,  after  im- 
provements of  the  var'ious  river  channels,  it  vas  hoped  to  ob- 
tain continuous  na-"-igation  auriiig  at  least  ei;,ht  months  of 
the  year  irom  the  hississippi  Kiver  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  Ohio,  Tennessee,  the  Ktovah,  the  Ocmulgee  ana  Altamaha, 
together  witii  the  cabals  vhich.  supplied  the  missing  links, 
v.'ore  to  a'nstitute  this  Southern  system  c.r   navigation,  a  7  Ian 
more  beautiful  in  tl;eory  than  en.s/  in  practi-ce,  ana  destinea 
1.   ■"'ntcrnal  liavigation  or   the  Uiiited  States  Page  5^1. 
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to  pass  into  oblivion  as  a  aeaa  schene  before  Lhc  absorbing 
interest  v:hich  v^as  soon  to  be  avake^iea  in  raiiroaa  bMiioing.- 
The  Tennessee-Coosa  Canal,  hov'ever,  is  stili  reriodical- 
ly  mcntionea  an-i  aiscussea  as  a  future  possibility.    llajor 
LiCFar-lann ,  report,  inj;  to  the  Chief  or'  Kngineers  in  18^1-;,  as- 
serts the  feasibility  o.f  a  canal  from  Gadsen,  orl  the  Coosa, 
to  Guntcrsvilie ,  on  the  Tennessee,  a  aistance  oj'  tl-.  irty  fi^'C 
miles.   He  estimates  that  it  v/oul^i  require  SAl,bvo,HO'7  to 
execute  the  project.    ''';  is  plan,  together  with  the  improve- 
ment or   the  Coosa  vroiiiri  empty  into  the  Ba,y  cf  i'cbile,  by  an 
easy  ana  cheap  water-route,  the  agricultural  ana  .ninerai 
v.'Calth  01'   immense  stretches  of  country  novr  shut  out  from  the 
sea  except  b,/  costly  raiiroaa  trarisit  or  by  the  three  thous- 
ana  miles  oi"  water-r'uute  through  the  Tennessee  ana  llississip- 
pi.    It  v/oula  open  to  its  natural  ana  nearest  seaport  one- 
fifth  of  the  State  of  Aiab,.ma,  a  large  section  of  horth 
Georgia  ana  the  v'hole  sveep  of  tiio  upptjr  '^?e:inessee  vrith  her 
score  of  important  tributaries."   '^owara  this  important  oT'- 
ject  the  State  o.*:"  Alay)o;ia  lias  contrlbutea  notr.irig  ana  the 
Feaeral  Govern;ricnt  has  never  been  i.-nucea  to  ma  e  appr',;pria- 
tioiis  for  its  execution.    ''^he  Legisiatiire ,  by  Act  of  Janua- 
ry in,  IB^'JO ,  organizoa  a  T'oay  known  as  the  "Presiaent  am  bi- 

rectors  of  the  rscara  of  Internal  Impror^emoni,s. '""^    This 

i.   Internal  havigation  of  the  United  States  (Edition  1830) 

Pages  590-592.   Report  of  Ilajor  l.lahan ,  Corps  of  Engineers 

1894. 
2.   Report  of   Captain  Price  to  Chief  of  Engineers  July, 1890 
A>         Acts  O-f  Alrtba;iia  l829-oO. 
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Board  vn-tH   to  consist  of   six  comraissioaors ,  to  ho   c.loctcci  hi- 
enniall.y  hy   a  joint  voto  of  the  tv;o  rioMsos  of  the  tvo  houses 
of  the  Legislature.     To  avoiri  aiscrininations  as  to  sec- 
tions the  Act  stipulatea  tr.at  these  connissioners  should  be 
chosen,  one  ."iToin  tr.e  section  iDelov  the  junction  of  tiiC  ""'oinlDig- 
bee  an'i  Alabai:ia  rivers;  one  from  secT,ion  helor  junction  of 
Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers;  one  from  ti.e  sectiori  bolov.^  j mc- 
tion  of  Toinbip.bee  ana  -slack  Warrior  ri-"crs;  one  from  the  sec- 
tion a>'0vc  the  junction  of  the  tv.-o  last  nariea  risers;  one 
from  section  ))eL\vec.i  the  Coosa  ana  Cahaba  rivers;  one  froin 
Tennessee  Valley  section. 

The  Governor  \vas  madJ  ex-officio  yrosiaent  of  the  noard. 
The  inembers  of  the  r;oard  I'^erc  to  recci^'e  the  same  per  diem 
and  i!iilcage  as  v;ere  paia  to  mo.nh^ers  of  !/ne  Legislature.    In 
them  rras  vested  the  contracting  I'or,  ana  super intenae nee 
over,  such  vorks  of  internal  impro'"cment  as  night  be  directed 
by  the  Legislature.    A  report  of  progress  ana  expenditures, 
together  wi'.h  recommendations  for  further  vrork,  shoula  be 
made  annually  to  thie  State  Legislature.    It  ras  declared  by 
the  Act  tliat  all  cxpenaitures  shoula  'r<o   paia  r'rom  the  "three 
per  cent  I'una"  ,  ana  that  this  funa  shoula  be  held  by  the 
State  Bank  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  "President  ana  Di- 
rectors" of  the  Board.    This  Act,  T^earing  upon  its  face  the 
impression  that  it  v/ould  result  in  some  positive  efforts 
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toward  iiiiprovoa^nai'-igat  ion ,  accoinplishca  no  inatcriui  results, 
the   scheme  passea  ofi'  as  vi-ipor,  and  the  Act.  vas  repealed  hy 
the  Le^,isiature  c/a   .January  2,1,    1h6'.- .        In  i»o9  trie  Governor 
in  his  iiiessa^e  to  the  Legislature  said  of  tiie  State's  policy 
toward  internal  improve,  lents :   "Ii'  it  should  be  said  \'0   are 
be  .ino  other  states  i.i  fnis  respec-,  it  may  be  replied  that 
if  VG   are  destitute  of  those  ready  and  agreeahle  ricans  of 
coniraunication  v;hich  a>)0\ind  and  ^^r-eatl.)  facilitate  traveling 
and  trarisportatio.d  in  s(  i:iC  of  the  states,  ve  are  at  least 
free  from  the  vei^.ht  of  those  monuineiital  det)ts  that  have  been 
coiitracted  to  carry  on  their  v/orKs  <^f  internal  inprovoinen.t" . 
lie  exp ""esses  a  strong  "preferoiice  for  the  opening  and  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of   ri\'ers  o"er  every  other  description  of 
internal  iuipro--'ement(j' ,  ana  still  adheres  to  the  old  "determi- 
nation of  effecting  some  ponnaaent  connection  bctv-eon  the 
v/aters  of  the  lloh^ile  Bay  and  the  Tennessee  hiver"  adding, 
hov;o"er ,  that  "circumstances  seem  to  ?-'or'rud  our  engaging  in 
it  at  preso:i'.".     At  the  beginning  of  the  sessioxi  of  1840- 
41  a  Committee  v'as  appointed  on  Iruand  ilavigation,  and  a  res- 
olutiori  was  adopted  instructing  the  Committee  to  "inquire  in- 
to the  propriety  and  expediency  of  appropriating  the  whole  of 
the  three  per  cent,  fund  to  the  completion  of  tl;e  Sclma  and 
Tennessee  railroad:  or  of  some  ot:.er-  mode  of  appro'rriat  inc. 
1.  Message  of  Governor  Bagby  Decei'iber  18,69. 
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said   I'naa   so   <i»»  more   closely   to    ineiitify   the   Ik-rtiiern   ana 
Sout'iOra   parts   of   our  State".        After  soinc    'iclil-'erHt ion  the 
Coiriinit'-ee  reportea  back   that    it  r^as    incxpoaient   i>o    Legislate 
on  tiiO   subject,        T;ie  House   ref'isea   •>.    concur  ana  the  Resolu- 
tion v;as    ro-couuniti.oa.         un   Januar.y    h,    Ib'tl ,    the   Coininittee 
male   their    •■eport    in  vriiich  ^vere   aiscussea,    pro   aan   con,   the 
varioxis   sugfi,estea  iiiethoas   or  projects  V-y  vhich  h'orth   an  i 
South  Aiaba;na  shoula  ho   connectea.  Kor  the  accomplishment 

of  this   ena  the   CoiTiiaittee  pronounce  IIcAaainiiiea  roaa   as  \i;ifeas- 
ible.         For   sue}-,  a  roaa   the   proper   rock    is   no',   obtaiiiable, 
ana  even   if   constructed   "woula  no'.    ai'"-ert   i/ne   cornncrce   of  the 
riorth  from   its   nov  accustomea   channel".         Th.e  most   practical 
raeti.oa,    t"ne  Committee   aec'-are,   voula  te   to    connect   i/ne  Tenn- 
essee with,  the  Coosa  b>    a  railroad,    of  not   more  than  tv-'el^e 
miles   in   length,    to   extena   from   t/nc  Hivassee   to  the   Conesauga 
Creek.        Ovlah   to   the  e.ibarrassea  conaition  of  the   State's 
finances   tlie'y  "repeat   the  expression  that    it    is   nov   inexpedi- 
ent  to   legislate   on  the   sui  jocts"    ana  ask   to  be   discharged. 
T''iis  report   shoves  that   from  the  three  per   cent   funa  had  been 
expended  the  foliov^ing   ainounts: 

December   19,    Iw^v.    For   improving  the  Coosa  S<60,000 

December   19,    1«6'V        "  "  "      Tombigbee  :^b,000 

February      i,    18o9        "  "  "      Coosa  50,000 

February      1,    i.<59 ,^uil   Kock  io.qqq 

1.   HouseJournal  1840-41. 
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Febniar.y   2,    18or*^ ,    Kor   impro^'-in;:,   the   Choctavhatchec      lu.OOO 
February    ■<,    1869,      "  "  "      F.IV.  10,000 

February   7.    1859        "  "  "      Hlacl'   Warrior        '^^w.QOO 

Total  5^135,000. 

These   ai:iounts  vore,   by   far,    too   small  for  the  accoinplish 
ment    of  the  purposes   to  vhic'ri  the.y  vere  j-ippropriatea,    and  no 
pennanent    iinproveinoiits   rcsul'.oa.  '''ho    "three  per   cent,  funa" 

incluainfi    interest  v/hich  has   accruca  v.'hile   invcstea   in  the 
Sta'.e   Bank   then  aiioun'.ea   to   ^b-tb  ,7o7.  b.S.        Ue-iuctint   fron 
this   the  abo-'^e   >sli6b,000   leaves   an  ^;nexpenaoa  balance   of 
S4l0,757.b<5.        The  State  being    invol-'-'-ea  no  furt/nor  appropria- 
tions ■"'ere   naae   for   inpro^inr,   na-"if-!;at  ion  facilities,    anri  at   a 
later   date   the   funri  vras    exponaed  as    subsidies   to   railroad 
companies. 

TlIPRoVELiEIITS    BY    THE    VE) ):^JiAL   (>OV..R.:iaHT—         For   the   purposes 
of   improvemeiit  by   the   Federal  Goveruiaonu   the   risers   of  Aia- 
bai'ia  fail   into   three   ai^isions,    (1)   the  .lorthern  system  (con- 
sisting  of   the   Tennessee  ana   its   tributaries)  vrhich   is   nov:   in 
charge   of  Captain  i-.ingman,    Corps   of  Engineers,   vfith.  heaaquar- 
ters  at   Chattanooga;    (2)   the   ri-"-ers  v/hich  arain  the  more 
eastern  portion  of   the   StaT.e,   nov.^   in  charge   of  Captain  Flagler, 
Corps   of  Engineers,   vrith  heaa-qiiarters   at  liontgonery:    in  this 
system  are   comprised   the  Alaliama   (v'ith    its  tributaries,    the 
Cahaba,    the   Coosa  ana   the   Tallapoosa)   the  Chattahoochee,    the 
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Choctarhatchoe  -ana  the   Conecnrr,    {<.'))   the  Mohilc  Ba^/ ,   MarTior 
ari'^   Kiver  yfi^h  the      omhigboe   ana  Warrior;    this   system  drains 
the  Western  ana  riorth- central  portions   of  the   Sta^c  ano    is 
nov;   in  chary,e   of  Liajor'  Kosscli.    Corps   of  ."]nginccrs,   v^ith  heaa- 
quarters   at  Ilobile. 

I2i  aiscu.ssing   the  efforts  which  have  been  mario   to   im- 
prove  the  na'"iga.tioii  ^n  these   streams  vc  vili   treat   each   sep- 
arately  V)eg inning  vith, 

(1)    ^}IE  Tr::::iSSSii:E-   This   sj/sten   rocei-^es    its  vator   from  ^'ir- 
ginia,    :;orth  ("laroiina,   (/eorgia,    TCiinessce ,   Alabama,    l.^ississ- 
ippi   an  I  Kent^icky,    seven   aifferent   states.        The   total   area 
flrainea  by    it    is   forty   four   thousana  square   miles,    an  area 
almost    equal   to   thctt    of   Kiiglanci.        This   r-iver,   r'ith  the   na\'-i- 
gable  portion  of   its   trlbMtar'ies ,    gi^es   a   system  of  vrater 
transportation   oi'   thirteen  hunarea  ana   eighty   tvo   miles  iiav- 
igable   by    rafts    ana    flat   Treats,    making    in   all,    a   system   of 
internal  vater  vrays   of  tventy   four  hunarea  ana   thirty   fi"C 
miles  o*- 

Loss  than  five  hunarco  ana  fifty   miles   of  this   extent 
have   ever  been  sun/eyea  ana  no  project   "nas  been  formeci  for 
the  sj/stem  as   a  vmole,   but   the   improvemen'.s  have  been  limitea 
to   the  main  tr^mk  v/ith.  three   or  four  of    its   tributaries,    "^his 

river   em.ers   the   .Stai.e   of  Alabama   in   the   v^xtrei.ie  north-east 

1.    Report    01"  Captain  Kingman,    Ibvto. 
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corner,   flows  south-vresierly  to  ilnntor.s-"-ilic ,    <'■-  dlstirinco   of 
.se'"cnt.y   four  iriiies;    therico  north-vostcrly   to   'Vatcrloo   in  the 
extroine  nc rth-vrcjst    corner  of   the  S+.ar.e,   a   diBtanco  of   ono 
huncirea  ana  thir*>y   three  uiies,   from  vrhich  point    1\.   forms   a 
part   of   the  honnaary   betv:een  Alabama  ana  lllssissippi   before 
re-en'.oriuK  the  S'.atc  o*-  Tennessee.        The   chief  obstmction 
to  trie  navigation  of   this    river   is   the  >)arrier  betveen 
Brown's   Ferry   ana   .'-'lorence   ana  KnovTi  as   i.he  i:nsc?.e  Shoals. 
Here  Sik   River  Shoals,    Bi{^  Muscle  Shoals,    ana   Little  Muscle 
Shoals  present   a  series   of  obstructions  ex'>OiiCii  ng  ,   vith   in- 
torvenirig  pools   of  aeep  ^"ater,    a   ^Jis'-ance   of  12.  irty   eif'.ht   ana 
a  half  miles,    ana  unti_L   receiit. ly   preventeo   ua-"ifj,aiion   a\iring 
a   ;,reat   part    of   the   .year  be'.veen  hunareas   of  miles   of  naviga- 
ble Y-raters  a>)0ve  aiia  over  tro  hunarea   ana  fifty   miles   of 
open  river  belov^.        We  ha-"-e  already   notijJen   the   incon">'enience 
ana   losses  vhich  v.^ere  entailea  upon  the  ..orth  Alal-nana  people 
by  these  obstructions.  In  the   ccuities   of  llaaison,   Morgan, 

Limestone,    Laurence,    '''ranklin,   aiia  Lauaeraale  thousarias   of 
acres   of   land  haa  been  relinquishea  by   purchasers   of  public 
lanas   wiio  were   una>)le   to  meet   the   ma'.uring   payments.      By   Act 
approved  May   :^<5 ,    18«8  Coxigress   gran'.ea"    to   the  State  foiar 
hundred  thousana  acres   of  ti.ese   "relinquished   lanas"  ,    the 
proceeds  to  "be  a-DDlied  to  the    imrirovement    of  navigation  of 

1.      In  accord  with  a  memorial   frop  the   Legislature   of  Alabama 
(January    Id,    1828)   asking    such  a  do.'iatlon. 
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the  Llviscle  Shoals  ana  Colbert's  Shoals   in  the   'Tennessee  Kivcr 
ani  such  other  parts   of  sain  x^i-x-cr  vitliiu  saia  state  as   the 
Legislature   thereoi'  inay   riirect.""        If  there  vere  not   founa 
four  himaren  thousana  acres   of  rclinciuishea   land  in  the   coun- 
ties namea  al')Ove  tlie    deficiency   vns    to  be   supplied   frcnn  any 
unappropriated  lanas    in  Jackson  County.        Thus   these    lands 
lay   in  seven  counties  of  the   State.        '''"nc  Act   provided  also 
that   the   iirrxjroveiTient s   should  he  imde  accorniiift   ic-    the  plan 
recoinrricnaed  by   the  United  States  En/jineers  vho  voula  be  ap- 
pointed to   sun/ey  and  report    a  pla:i.         '^he   Legislature   of  the 

2 
State   created     "the   Board   of   Tennessee   Canal   Co.ninissi oners"  , 

Consisting   of   fi"e   r:x3n ,    in  v/hon  vras  vested  the  porer   to  nake 
contracts  for  the   cxecutiori  of  plans   recouiinenaea  try   the 
Eiigineers.        Proceeds  fron  the   lands  aggregated  $1,400,000.'^ 
In  1851  T?ork  v.'as   begun  unner  the  auspices  of  this  Hoard,   and 
a   canal  ■'.vas   cu'.   arouna  Hig  l.iuscle   Shoals   fourteen  ana  a  quar- 
ter miles  along,    sixty  feet  vide  aiia  six  feet    deep.        By 
lb5r)   the   canal   had  been  coinpleted,  was   thrown  open  for  na-ii-i- 
gation,   but    continuea   ia  use  for  about    one  year   only.    Too 
little  attention  haa  been  f.lven  to    its   terminal   approaches 
and  boats   coula  enter  the  c axial   only   at.    certain   stafi,cs   of  the 
viater.        The  fv  llov.ang   year  the   canal   ras   closed  Jor  vani.    of 

1.  United  States  Statutes  at    Large,   ^oiirae    IV.,    Page  PMO. 

2,  By  Act   approved  January    Ih ,    1850. 

6.   Memorial  from  Legislature    to   Congress,   December   25,    1868. 
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fTiiids.  Being,  t-h^is   ahi^iaoncd   the   canal  fell  gramially    intx> 

ruin,   \intil  ■•ork  Y:as    rcsMinea  b.y   the   Feaerai  Govcriuaent   aVioiit 
forty  j'ears   later. 

Since   1«»)8  appropriations  have  been   regularly  marie  for 
the   inpro^oraent    of  the  Tennessee   in  each  ri^er   ann  harbor 
act.  The  appropriatioiis   rsi^iac   the   ri-^er   into   tvo   sections 

Chattanooga  heing  the    aiviaing  point. 

(1)  That  portion  of  the   river  above   Chiattanooga   is  usea 
principally  for  rafting   lumber  and  logs   thougl'-   it    is   also 
pliea  by        flat-boats. ana  steam-boats   of   light    draft.      In 
1B52  the   State  of  Tennessee  unaertool<   the   inproveinent    of   cer- 
tain points  abo-'fe  Chattanooga,    the  vrorV.  ,   hovcver ,   did  not 
prove  of  any    lasting  value.        The  plan  adoptea  by   the   Federal 
GoverriKient   has  been  to   obtain  a  three   foot    lov  v/ater   naviga- 
ble channel  betv.'cen  Chattanooga  and  the   French  nroad  by   ex- 
ca-^ating   rock   and  gra-"-el ,   by   removing  bovla.irs,    and  by   the 
construction  of  v.l  nged  dams.        For  this  purpose  appropriation 
have  been  .laae,   betveeii  April   lo ,    18f)9,   ana  Inarch  6,    IBv^ft, 
aggregating   s^mI.ooo.-'-        The  expendit\ircs  have   resulted   in 
giving  a   lengthened  season  of  navigation,   and   improving   the 
channel  at   many   of  the  places   of  obstruction.'^ 

(2)  For  the   imp]:'o-"Cinent   ot'  the   Tennessee  belov^  Chatta- 
nooga   the  follovl  n^^^,   appropriations  have  been  made:''" 

1.  Reports  of  Engineers,   and  Unitea  States   Statutes   at    Large 

2.  Report,    of  Captain  Kingman,    July   18,    I8v^« ,    ana   Statut.es 
at   Large . 
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Uarch  2,  182V ,  . 
Hay  ?^5,  1828, 
August  .'30,  1852, 
j!Uie  ^,  18«0, 
June  12,  i860, 
July  2b,  I8b8, 
April  10,  I8n9, 
July  11,  1870, 
June  10,  1872, 
i.iarch  A  ,  1873  , 
Juno  26,  187/t, 
Llarch  5  ,  1875  , 
August  14,  187(-)  , 
June  18,  1878, 
i.iarch  6,  1879, 
June  14 ,  1880 , 
Liarcia  6  ,  1881 , 
August  2,  1882, 
August  7,  1882, 
July  5 ,  1884 , 
Aug^jst  5  ,  1886  , 
AugTist  11,  1888, 
September  19,  1890, 
Liarcia  Lv  ,   1891 , 


200.00  (  Sur^'ey  ) 

1,400,000.00  {40'vj,000  acres  lanri  ) 

50,000.00 

1.550.00 

1 , 406 . 94 

85,000.00 

5 , 095 . 00 

80,000.00 

50,000.00 

100 , 000 . 00 

100,000.00 

360,000.00 

255  ,000.00 

300,000.00 

210,000.00 

300,000.00 

250,000.00 

250,000.00 

3,970.18 

350,000.00 

262,500.00 

250,000.00 

475,000.00 

3.91  (Transfer  settlement) 
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July   .1^,  UW.^-,-  500,000.00 

August  17 ,  1894 ,  400 , 000 . 00 

June    3,  189r),  50,000.00 

TlHrr.h      .^.    1899.  P„^h.000.00 

Total  $b  ,  624  ,  b  'yxi  .06. 

In  I8tt7  an  oxai.Txna+.ion  v^as   marc    of   tiliis  pajrt    of   Uic   ri\'-Gr 
(from  Chat.taaooga,   Tennessee,    '>o  Paducah,   Kcritucky).        U^ion 
tJJ-s   survey  the  present  project  V'-as   deciaea  lipon,    though   sub- 
ject  \o   subsequent   moaif ications. 

It  v;as   aociriea  that   attention  s:\oula  first  be   directea 
to  l.luscle  Shoals   as   liavigatioii  here  v/as   effectually    closed, 
and  the   river  ivould  be  practically  useless  unless  this  Y)arrier 
be   over   cone.  Conso((Uontly   a  greater  part    of  the  above   ap- 

propriations hiis  been  expended  on  this  section  of  the   river. 

Froin  Chattanooga  to  Decatur,   a   aistancv;   or   one  hundred 
and  forty   fi"C  niles,    occur  a  number  of  reefs   and  bars  vrhich 
tend   to   obstr^ict   navigation.        The  approved  project   for   tiiis 
section   "is   to    r-cnove   obstructions   so   as    to   obtain  a   depth  of 
at    least    Tj-;rec  feet   at    lov:  vatcr"   by   blasting,    arenging   and 
removing  bov'-laors,    snags  and  gravel.  The  work  aone    iri  pur- 

suance  of   this   plan  has    r'enrji?  red  up-sLroain  navigation  easier, 
and   the   dangers   of   aovn-streain  navif^ation  have   reen  material- 
ly  remedied,    though  the   aiff iciilties  are   not   yet   entirely 
0"er   come. 

.^rom  j^ecatur  to   ''lorenco-      The   object   of  the   improvement 
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on  thirs  section  of  the  rivor  is  to   obtain  continuous  naviga- 
tion arouna  the  three  sets  of  Shoals  wiich  ohstrvict  the  groat 
er  part  of  the  ai stance  of  forty  eight  miles  Letreen  these 
tv/o  points.    The  approvea  project ,  T'asea  on  the  sun/ey  made 
in  1»7.'',  ana  moaifiea  in  i8V7 ,  is:   (1)  To  enlarge,  relniiln 
ani  strengthen  tiie  old  canal  arouna  i->ig  Ixuscle  Shoals  (h'lilt 
in  1861-ort,  ana  v/hich  had  been  abandoned  in  186"'' i  so  as  to 
(•,ive  a  canal  fourteen  ana  a  half  niles  long,  v^ith  nine  locks 
having  a  total  lift  of  eighty  five  feet,  the  canal  to  y>G   six 
feet  deep  ana  se^^enty  to  one  hunarea  aiia  '-venty  five  feet 
v/ide  at  the  va'.er  suri'ace.    (2)  '''o  construct  at  ?"lk  Kivei?' 
Shoals  a  c^nal  one  irina  ahalf  miles  long,  vrith  tv;o  locks  vrith 
a  total  lift  of  about  trenty  feet.    ( 6  )  To  blast  at  Little 
Muscle  Shoals  a  channel  through  the  bea-rock  of  the  river  and 
to  construct  stone  v'ine  dains  and  retaining  r-alls  to  contract 
the  v/ater-T^ay;  to  cons'.r-uci.  a  lateral  canal  fifteen  thousand 
feet  long  v.^ith  a  guard  lock  at  the  head  ana  a  lock  at  the 
foot  having  a  lift  of  ^v.-el"e  i'eet.    Up  to  jTine  60,  1895 
there  had  been  expended  on  these  works  $5  .l':-'!  .'■'i^b.bO  in  addi- 
tion to  the  original  land  donation  dif  1828.    Ov/ing  to  the 
fact  that  appropriations  :ia'>'-e  not  been  adequate  for  rapiri 
and  continuous  '^ork  progress  has  been  somevhat  slov:.   Hov.-cver, 
Big  Muscle  ana  Elk  Ki^er  Shoals  have  been  rendered  na^'igable 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year  ana  the  channel  at  Little  Muscle 
Shoals  has  been  much  improved  and  work  is  still  in  pT'ogress. 
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From  Florence  to  the  foot  of  Bee  Tree  Shoals  ( .^0  ini  ics  )- 
The  obstnictions  hero  founa  are  the  nee  Tree  ana  Colhert 
Shoals  v/hich  "r^ccin  about  trenty  '.v.-o  miles  helor  Florence  and 
extena  a  aistance  of  eir,ht  nilcs  v/ith  a  total  fall  of  tv^enty 
five  feet  at  lo--  vfatcr,.  at  vrhic'..  stage  the  a^^ailable  nepth  is 
about  one  ana  a  half  feet.    To  June  50,  IH'-JO   for  sun^eys, 
excavations,  removal  of  rock  from  the  channel  ana  constnic- 
tion  of  da;iis  only  So;-.  ,^vi:o.4l  liaa  been  spent  on  ti^is  section 
of  the  river.    In  t;:is  year  a  nev  project  was  aipotea  vhich  , 
as  i.ioaifiea  in  1891  ana  189^,  contemplates  the  construction 
of  a  canal  'KB   miles  long,  one  hunarca  ana  fifty  feet  v,'iao 
with,  aaepth  of  seven  feet.   A  f^uara  lock  is  to  protect  the 
upper  end  of  the  canai  an-,  at  the  lower  ena  a  loci',  of  tv.-eiity 
five  feet  lift  is  to  be  constructed.   Unaer  this  project, 
to  June  60,  I89b ,  had  been  expended  $149,765,4.'-:  and  v.'orK  is 
still  in  progress  unaer  an  appropriation  (made  by  Act  of 
Congress  Liarch  6,  1899)  of  ^100,000  toward  this  item. 

From  the  Foot  of  Mee  Tree  Shoals  to  Paducah.  Kentuck.y- 
A.iong  this  sectioii  of  the  ri^/er  comparatively  little  has  been 
expenaea  ov.'^ing  to  the  attention  attracted  to  the  more  serious 
obstructions  above.    '^o  Aujvist  17,  1894  only  S^;.  ,046.6:-;  had 
been  alloted  (from  the  general  appropriation)  i"or  the  im- 
provement on  this  section.     To  this  add  J'l.^^OO  ,000.00 ,  appro- 
priated by  Acts  of  August  17,  1894  ana  liarch  6,  1899,  gives  a 
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total  of  :;.2t^2,0ii:5.5:-  expenaea  below  tlic  foot  ot   Bee  Tree 
Shoals.   Snagging,  making  sixr^cys,  ana  improving  Livingston 
Point  (which  with  two  small  islaiias  helov^  it  forms  i-;.e  harbor 
of  Paducah  )  constitute  the  v;ork  done  here.    ':'his  portion  of 
the  river,  being  belo^^•  most  of  the  large  tributaries,  affords 
the  best  navigation  of  the  w. olo  stream,  ana  three  fifths  of 
the  entire  business  of  the  ri^'cr  and  its  tributaries  is  done 
on  this  division. 

The  river  is  not  yet  navigable  for  t.e  entire  year  but 
the  success  of  the  improvanents  already  made  warrant  h'riG   as- 
sertion that  the  main  triuik  of  the  river  can  be  rendered  so, 
and  the  naviga.ble  season  caa  be  greatly  lengthened  on  all 
the  tributaries. 

(2)  Tl-^e  Chattahoochee-  This  river  rises  iri  the  extreme 
northern  part  of  Georgia,  flows  south- vrestwardly  until  at 
West  Point  it  strikes  the  boundary  line  between  Alabama  ctnd 
Georgia;  thence  it  flows  nearly  due  soutii  forming  the  bounda- 
ry line  between  these  two  states  ana  furi.   *••  on  in  its  course 
between  Georgia  ann  Floriaa  until  it  joipi   the  Flint  forming 
thus  the  Apalachicola.    The  Chattahoochco  does  not  become 
navigable  tilj.  it  reaches  Colixmbus  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  five  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  Flaunt.   Between, 
these  two  points  t-.e  plan  of  improvement  (adOT^tca  in  187^5  and 

1,   Reports  of  iiajor  Kingman  in  Annual  Reports  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers.   War  iJepartment. 
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still  in  force r  is  to  get  arm  maintain  a  channel  four  feet 
deep  ana  one  himarea  feet  wiae.    For  this  purpose  i->5'77,00G 
have  been  appropriatea  ana  expenaoa,  beginning  v^ith  the  first 
appropriation  of  $'<,00G  (February  :i'-t,  1865)  ana  incluaing  the 
last  appropriation  of  $50,000  (March  6,    1899)."" 

( .^ )  The  Tallapoosa-  Under  an  Act  of  Congress  approved 
June  14,  1880  an  examination  ana  partial  sun/oy  of  this  river 
was  made  vrhich  resultoci  in  a  project  for  iinproveinent  cesigned 
to  obtain  a  navigable  channel  from  its  junction  v^ith  the 
Coosa  River  to  tlic  foot  of  Tallassee  Koef  s ,  a  distance  of 
forty  eight  miles.    The  v^ork  done  consisted  in  the  removal 
of  logs  ana  snags,  deepening  shoals  ana  cutting  overhanging 
tiinbers.    For  this  purpose  appropriations  have  been  raade  ag- 
gregating $44,000  between  August  'A,   188'-:  ana  Septeinber  19, 
1890."    The  Tallapoosa  flov-'S  through  rich  cotton  lanas  , 
largely  cultivated,  vitli  nine  thousand  arable  and  veil  tiii- 
berea  uplanas  aajacent.    The  falls  at  Tallapoosa  furnish 
magnificent  v/ater  pover  which  is  partly  utilised  by  cotton- 
mill  industries.    The  river,  hove'/er,  is  not  susceptible  of 
permanent  innprovement  ana  Oapta.in  Price  in  his  report  of  July 
10,  1895,  states  tiiat  no  commercial  use  is  niarie  of  the  iin- 
prOYSd  Cha^xriel. Pursuant  to  his  recoonendations  no  lltrther 

1.  Reports  of  liajor  I.iahan,  July  16,  18^0;  ana  of  I.lajor  l.iahan 
and  Captain  Flagler  Se-tember  28,  1899. 

2.  Report  of  Captain  olaclc  for  Fiscal  Year  Ending,  June  30, 
18mO. 
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appropriatioas  "have  beeriiiiaae  for  this   ri"cr  anci  vrork  i-as 
therefore   suspenacd . ' 

(4)   The  Chocta-'.vliatchee-   The   coiTiaerce   of  this   stream  is 
.  lainly   cotton,    sa?.'-logs,    timber  ana   lunher.        That   part   of 
the   river   considorea  for    itnprovanent    is  that   from   its  mouth 
to  ilewton,   Alabama,   a   length  of   1«'-   miles.        The  most    of  the 
commerce   of  this    stream   is   -lone  between  Geneva,   Alabama ,    and 
Caryt'ille ,    '•'lorida.        Beiov^  the   latter  place  the  Choctawhat- 
chee   nins  through  a  sparsely  settled   country   vhere   the  busi- 
ness   is   almost   exclusively   that    of   aitting  and   rafting   timber 

The  project   for   inpro->'cment   as   aaopted   in   1880,    ana 
amended   in  1890,  provides   for  the  securing   of  a  channel  navi- 
gable  in  loT'-water  from  the  mouth  of  the  rl-^er  to  llev^ton, 
Alabama,        Appropriations  for  this   river  began  as    early   as 
March  5,    1855.        From  that    date   other   anounls  have  follov^ed 
from  time   to  time  making  a  total  of  ^lb'^,000  up   to,   and   in- 
cluaing,    the  appropriation  of  iiarch  5,    1899. '''      '^o  this   amount 
must  be   adacd  the  blu.OOO  appropriated   by  the   State   Legisla- 
ture  from  the   three  per   cent,  funa.'^ 

(5)   The  Coosa-      '"his   river    is  formed  by   the   jiinction  of 
the   OOstewaula  ana  the   Etov;ah.         The  Etovah   is  not   navigable. 

Thfi   oostenaaula   ana   its   tributary    T.he   Coosav^attee   are  naviga- 

1.  Report   of  Captain  Price,    July   10,    i8i:io. 

2.  By  Act   February   :^. ,    1859. 

5.      Reports  of  liajor  Mahan  1897;    and  of  Ilajor  Hahan  ana  Cap- 
tain Flagler, 1899.      Also  Statutes   at   Large.      Vol.    50. 
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ble  the  year  rouiia  for  light  araft  boats  from  Koine,  Gcorfiia, 
at  the  junction  oi"  the  Oostomaula  and  Etov;ah,  to  Carter's 
Landing,  Gcor^iia,  on  the  Coosav/allec ,  a  aistance  of  iOb  miles 
There  wouIq  bo  a  continuous  water  route  of  Lransportation 
froiii  Carter's  Lanaing,  Georgia,  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  v^ere  it 
ndit  for  the  shoals  ana  rapids  on  the  Coosa  Kiver  dsitributed 
over  a  distance  of  1157  miles  in  Alabai:;a  betv.'een  (rrcensport 
and  Wetumpka.    This  reach  covering  v7o  miles  v^ouid  thus  in- 
cluae  the  Coosav^iittec,  the  Oostettvala,  the  Coosa,  the  Alabama 
ana  the  .:.obile  rivers.-^  Realizing  the  importance  os'   this 
route  to  the  commercial  ftxid  inau.str-iai  xifc;  of  the  State  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama  in  1825  passed  an  Act  looking  forivard 
to  the  impro-'/anent  of  the  Coosa  River.'"  The  pla.^  v.'as ,  how- 
ever, to  be  executed  by  private  capital.    The  project  was 
approved  by  Congress  in  1824  and  four  years  later  Congress 
enacted  that  any  surplus  from  the  grant  (400,000  acres  of 
Ian  i )  for  the  improvement  of   the  Tennessee  River  shoula  be 
applied  to  the  iraprovanent  of  the  Coosa,  Canaba,  ana  Slack  Warrii 
rivers.    ilo  private  capital  v.'as  subscribed  to  the  Coosa 
navigation  Company  "nor  vas  there  any  surplus  from  the  Tenn- 
essee land  grant  so  the  v.'hole  scheme  v.'as  abortive.    Other 
efforts  were  .ado  bv  the  State  in  1857  and  in  1859  v^hen  in 

1.  Report  of  Uajor  liahan,  1894. 

2,  Acts  of  Alabama.  "Coosa  ilavigation  Company"  incorporated 
by  Act  Ueceiober  50,  1825. 
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each  year  $50, GOO  v^ere  appropriatea  froin  the  "three  per  cent 
fima"  for  improving  the  Coosa.     With  these  small  amounts  , 
horevor,  no  permanent  work  resulted.    In  1876  the  vork  of 
improvement  bef^,an  hy  the  Feaaral  Oovemnent.    The  river  is 
dlviciea  into  tv-'O  sections-  (1)  that  lying  ■botveen  Hone  and 
the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Georgia  Railroad  Bridge  and 
(2)  that  lying  botveen  this  Bridge  and  Wetuinpka.    va   the 
first  01'  Lhesc  divisions  the  plan  provided  for  eight  locks 
ann  dams  at  the  points  of  greater  obstruction  and  for  v^orks 
of  contraction  ana  channel  excavation  for  points  less  troub- 
lesome.   It  is  on  the  second  of  these  sections  that  the  most 
serious  difficulties  are  encountered.    Here  a  series  of 
tv-enty  three  locks  axid  dams  ,nust  be  constructed,  and  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  end  is  the  present  plan.   Appropria- 
tions I'rom  the  Government  have  been  as  follovsr'" 
From  Rome  to  S.  '■'.  V.  ^c  G'  R.  H.  Rri^.pn, 

August  14,  IBVb,  50,000.00 

June    1«,  1878,  75,000.u0 

Llarch    6,    1879,  'ib.OOO.Cn'; 

June    14,  1880,  75,000.00 

Uarch    5,  1881,  t>0,000.00 

August  2,    188:-, 85,700.00 

1.  Ac^s  Of  Alabama,  1837  and  1839. 

2.  Reports  of  Engineers  aaxd  Statutes  at  Large. 
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July    b,.1884  b 0,000. 00 

Aug-'ist  5,  1886,  45,000.00 

Aug-^ast  11,1888,  60,000.00 

Sept.   19,1890,  150,000.00 

Jnly    13,1892,  1.50,000.00 

August  18,1894,  110,000.00 
June  5 ,    1 896  ,  h 0  , 0 C 0 . 00 

June     5.1899.  SO.  000. 00 


'h^Hif>/^00.0(J 


Iron  BrictfiO  to    .vat'iniT:'ka. 

September  19,  l8v,'0  ,     15u,000.00 

July  13,       1892,      100,000.00 

August     18,  1894,      110,000.00 

lune 3.  189r>.       50.000.00 

$410,000.00 
Work  v^as   not  begiin  on  the   lover  of  these  tvo   sections  until 
after   1890  for   in  this  year  the  first    appropriation  vra.3  inarie 
for   this  specific  ■'vork.  Tao  Coosa  Ri^-^cr  flovs  through  i.he 

mineral   re;  ions   of  ilorth  Alabama,    the  agricultural  belt   of 
LliddlG  Alabama  and  the   timber   districts   of  Southern  Alabama, 
and   its   importance   as  a  commercial  mart   can  hardly  be   overes- 
timated.       The  appropriations  for   this   river  have  been  so 
small  that   very   little    of  the  v.-ork  to  be  dene  has  been  yet 
effected  ana   it   has  been  estimated  that   at   the  present   rate 
"it  will  be  150  years  before  this   section  v-ill  have  water 

transportaLJon  for   its   coal   ana   iron  to  l.iObile". 

1.      Report   Of  I.iajor  I.iahan   I8'rf4. 
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{ »o  )  The  C  aha  Da-  Above  C.ontrevilxc ,  Alabama,  the  Cahaba  River, 
through  flovriag  tr.rough  the  extensive  Cahaba  coai  Fields, 
can.iot  be  utilizea.    T  e  river  in  this  .<-ectiori  consists  of 
a  series  of  pools  ana  rapias  vrhich  can  be  overcome  only  V'y 
extensive  use  or  locks  ana  dams,  a  plan  too  expensive  to  be 
feasible.    Surveys  of  this  stream  v^ere  maae  in   18V5  and  1881 
ana  unaer  recommendations  then  made  a  plan  was  aaopted  v.'hich 
contemplated  obtaining  a  ioavigable  channel  from  its  mouth  to 
Centreville,  a  distance  of  hm  miles.    This  v^as  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  removal  of  snags  ana  logs,  by  excavating  grav- 
el bars  ana  deepening,  sana  bars  hy   vorks  of  contraction  and 
shore  protection.    For  this  purpose  the  Government  appro- 
priated ij.'iS  ,000.00  Ijetveen  August  2,    1882  ann  July  15,  1892. 
Tv'o  railroad  bridges  vrithoiat  draws,  one  ten  miles,  the  other 
twenty  two  miles,  above  the  mouth  of  tro  Cahaba,  :iro"ent  any 
commercial  use  being  made  of  the  river  and  as  no  efiorts  have 
ever  been  uiade  to  compel  the  placing  of  draws  in  the  bridges 
v;ork  has  been  suspenaed  and  no  t\irther  allotments  made  to 
this  river.- 

(7)  Conecuh  ana  Escambia-  This  river,  north  of  Florida 
and  Alabama  line,  is  known  as  the  Conecuh;  south  of  that  line 
as  the  iCscambia.    Tr.is  stream  is  of  more  iiuportance  probably 

to  Florigg  than  to  Alabama. It  supplies  twp-thirds  pf  all — 

1.   Report  of  I.Iajor  liihan,  1894. 
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the  timber,  v'hich  is  the  principal  export  proouct  of  Pensaco- 
la.     The  coininerce  of  this  stream  in  1895  vas  estiinatca  at 
$2,000,000.00  consisting  almost  exclMsivcly  of  timber  proa- 
ucts.    The  project  of  improvement  provirtes  for  securing  and 
iiiaiataininti  h  channel  sufficient  ror  t/ne  passage  of  timber 
rafts  from  the  mouth  of  Inaian  Creek  in  Alabama  to  Pensacola, 
Floriaa.    To  '.his  eua  $102,500.00  have  been  appropriated  be- 
tween l.arch  2,  18cj.>  ana  I.iarch  6,    1899. 

(8)  The  Alabama-   For  the  improveiient  of  this  i-i^'er  the 
appropriations  have;  been  as  follows i"*- 

June  x8,  187i^,  25,000.00 

March  o,  1879,  30,000.00 

June  14,  1880,  25,000.00 

March  6,    1881  20,000.00 

Aug.   2,  1882,  20,000.00 

July   5,  1884,  10,000.00 

Aug.   5,  1886,  15,0o0.00 

Au^', .  11 ,  1088  ,  20  ,  000 .  00 

Sept. 19,  1890,  20,000.00 

July  13,  1892,  '^'0,000.00 

Aug.  Id,    1894,  50,000.00 

June   3,  1896,  40,000.00 

I.iarch  3.  1HH9.           50.000.00 
Total- S3h5.0o0.00 

1.   Report  of  Major  Mahan  July  10,  18v)7  ana  Statutes  at  Large. 
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The  origiiial  project  for  iniprovoinent  was  to  obtain  a 
channel  four  feet  deep  at  lo\v  v^ater  v-'itli  a  ininirrnin  viath  of 
tv;o  hnnarea  feet  from  ivetumpkn  to  the  junction  of  the  Alabama 
ann  Tombigbec  rivers,  a  dis'.ance  of  three  hunarea  cuid   tv;enty 
three  iiiles.    This  plan,  aaoptea  in  IH''^ ,   vras  arnenrtea  in 
18^:)!  30  as  to  provide  I'or  a  de^'th  of  six  feet.    In  its  orig- 
inal conaition,  oving  to  logs,  snags,  fallen  trees,  bars  ana 
shoals,  the  na'>.''igat  ion  of  this  river  vas  lifficult  ana  tard.y. 
The  v'ork  aone  has  been  to  remove  these  obstructions,  to  blast 
and  aredge  rock  and  gravel  bars  aiia  to  aeepen  said  bars  by 
works  of  contraction  and  shore  pro^-ection.    The  channel  has 
been  ;  luch  improved  ana  is  nov  navigable  froin  laontgomery  to 
Liobile  during  the  greater  portion  or   Uie  year.    'Che  commerce 
of  the  Alabama  River  is  important,  averaging  annually  from 
six  to  nine  inillion  dollars." 

(9)  Liobile  Harbor-  The  Liobile  Bay  from  its  mouth  to  the 
City  whar'/es  is  thirty  miles;  its  viath  at  its  entrance  from 
the  Gulf  is  three  ana  a  (quarter  miles,  at  its  lover  anchorage 
about  tventy  miles  ana  at  ii^s  northern  extremity  it  again 
narrov's  aowzi  to  a  vidth  oi'  about  eight  ana  a  half  miles. ^'   In 
the  original  condition  of  i/nis  Bay  the  vhar<res  of  Liobile 
coula  not  be  reached  by  vessels  of  any  considerable  size  ow- 
ia:'.    to  obstniction-s  in  the  channel,  -narticularlv  at  the 

1.  Reports  of  Engineers  Ibwo ,  1897  ana  1899. 

2.  Berney :  liana  Book  of  Alabama,  Page  b04. 
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points  known  as.  Choctav'  Pass,  where  the  channel  vras  o/ily 
five  ana  a  half  i'eer.  deep,  and  Dog  Rivar  Bar  w;iero  the  rtepth 
was  only  eight  feet.    All  vessels  except  those  of  very 
light  drait ,  v/ere  forcea  to  lie  in  the  lov^er  anchorage  tv:enty 
seven  .dies  from  the  city.   All  cargoes  haa  to   be  transported 
to  ana  i'rom  thenft.  by  lighters  ai.  an  annual  cost  ox"  not  less 
than  $100,000.00.    Cotton  ana  other  gooas  in  passing  up  ana 
dov^n  the  Bay  v/ere  "liable  to  aainage  from  exposure  to  weather 
and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  this  was  a  promixient  reason 
for  the  Liverpool  cot^on  merchants  assuming,  as  they  aia, 
that  cottoii  going  tiy  way  of  New  Orleans  arrived  in  better  or- 
aer,  ana  so  should  l.ring  a  better  price  than  when  they  v^ent 
by  way  of  i.iobile".^    This  was  the  statias  v^hen  v.-ork  v/as  be- 
gun by  the  General  Goveriiinent  in  18:^7.    Since  that  date 
there  have  been  five  different  projects  of  iaproveinent : 
(a)  unaer  the  original  plan  between  1827  ana  1857  an  unob- 
structed channel  vms  obtainea  ten  feet  aeep  ana  abovit  tvro 
hunarca  feet  wiae  from  Uobile  to  the  Giilf  of  l.iexico.   (b)  In 
1870  the  secona  stage  v-as  cnterea  upon  ana  proposed  i.o  open 
a  channel  from  the  City  to  the  Gulf  thirteen  feet  in  aepth 
ana  three  hunarea  feet  wiae.  (c)  The  plan  v^as  again  amendea 
in  1878  to  provide  for  a  channel  oi'  seventeen  leet  aenth  and 

1.  Report  of  liajor  Rossell,  1896. 

2.  Liemoriax  ana  Proceeding  of  the  River  ana  Harbor  Improve- 
ment Convention  assembled  at  Ttiscaloosa,  Alabama,  iiovemb- 
er  17,  1885.    Page  38. 
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two  hunaroa  feet  ricith.    This  project  vas  completed  in  1889. 
(d)  While  the  plan  vms  nearinp,  conpletion  the  fourth  vas 
adoptea  .    In  1888  ■'.■ork  "began  unaer  the  fourth  project  vhich 
providca  for  a  char:nel  tv.'enty  three  feet  deep  at  mean  loxr 
vxater.    The  upper  er.a  of  this  projectea  Ciaxnel  vas  moved 
froia  I.lobile  to  the  mouth  of  the  ChicKasahogue  Creek,  thus 
adding  a  little  more  tl  cui  tv;o  miles  to  the  length  of  the 
channel.    (e)  The  River  ana  Harl->or  Act  of  i.larch  6,    1899, 
appropriated  $.100,000  for  continuing  this  improvement:   "pro- 
vided,;that  a  contract  or  contracts  i  lay  he  entered  into  hy  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  such  ::iatcrials  ana  v^ork  as  inay  "re  neces- 
sary v'ith  the  vieT'  of  ultimately  securing  a  channel  tv^enty 
three  feet  deep  ana  one  hu  .dred  feet  v-iae  at  the  bottom,  v/ith 
appropriate  slope,  to  be  paia  for  as  appropriations  may  from 
time  to  '.ime  be  made  by  lav.',  not  to  exceea  in  the  aggregate 
$bOO,000.00,  exclusive  of  the  amount  herein,  ana  heretofore 
appropriated".   Under  this  provision  the  contract  has  been 
aivaraea  ana  according  to  this  plaii  vrork  is  hot   in  progress.-- 
The  appropriations  for  this  v'ork  have  been  as  follov-'s:  ' 

Kay     20,  IBP.ri,  10,000.00 

I'larch   2,    18M9,            20,000.00 
June    2.3.  1854. 10  ..OOP. .00- 

1.  Report  of  liajor  n.  I.  Rossell,  July  20,  1896;  ana  July 
20,  1899. 

2.  Report  ox"  engineers  ana  Statutes  at  Large. 
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Ivlarch  5r    1855,  17,997.60 

liarch  6  ,    lfj37  ,  5u  , 000 .  00 

July  7   1868,  50,000.00 

August  50,  1852,  50,000.00 

March  5,  1857,  20,855.08  (Relief  claim) 

July   11,   1870,  50,000.00 

March  5,  1871,  50,000.06 

Juno  10,  1872,  75,000.06 

Liarch  5,  1875,  100,000.06 

June  25,  1874,  100,000.06 

March  5,  1875,    '  26,000.06 

June  18,  1878,  10,000.06 

March  5,  1879,  100,000.06 

June  14,  1880,  125,000.06 

March  5 ,  IHSI ,  100 ,000. 00 

August  2,  1882,  125,000.00 

July  5,  1884,  200,000.00 

A^Igust  6,  1886,  90,000.00 

August  11.    lH8c>,  250,000.00 

Sept.  19,    1890  550,1/00.00 

July  15,  1892,  212,500.00 

March  5,  1895,  500,000.00 

August  1»,  1894,  5^0,000.00 

March  2 ,  1895 ,  291  .500.00 


^3. 

March   16%  1896,  16Q,000.00 

Jwne  6,    1896,  60,000.00 

June     4,  1897,  .  ?.5,000.00  * 

July     1,  1898,  30,000.00 

Ilarcli       3.    1899  100.000.00 

Total-  §^3,748,630.68 

As  vill  be  seen  from  the  abo^/e  approrrla^ions  this  v^ork 
was  neglecl;ea  by  the  Federal  Govertncnt  botvcen  the  years  1857 
and  1870.    The  channel  was  founci  to  -av  :;  shoalca  to  seven 
and  a  half  feet  at  Chocav.'  Pass  in  I8o0.    The  .latter  v/as 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  State  Legislature  ana  an  Act 
was  passed  on  February  21,  1860,  appointing  a  "Board  of  Har- 
bor Cornmissio.i3rs"  v/ho  were  to  'Vieepen  and  iinpro""'e  the  Bay  and 
Harbor".    F'lnds  vrith  which  to  operate  were  to  be  raised  by 
issuing  bonds  oi'  Liobilo  County  no',  to  excoea  b800,000.00.    T 
To  meet  these  bonds  and  accruing  interest  the  County  officials 
were  eropov.-erea  to  assess  the  people  of  liobile  Coiinty  at  the 
rate  of  tv.'enty  cents  on  e-".::ry  hnnaroa  aollars.    '''he  State  as 
an  aid  to  the  v^ork ,  v.'as  to  gi^'e  one-fifth  of  all  revenues 
collected  by  the  State  froin  that  County.    When  the  improve- 
ments made  shoula  enable  vessels  of  eight  feet  draught  to  ap- 
proach the  the  city  wlian/es,  at  lovr  tide,  then  six  cents  per 
ton  was  authorized  to  be  criarged  on  all  cargoes  until  the 

dgbt  was  discharged. The  Act  required  that  tr.e  conserit  of 

1.   Acts  of  Alabama,  l8o9-tiU. 
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Congress  shoul:^i  be  obtainca.    It  appears  tha'-  Congress  dia 
not  approve  the  plaii  ana  nothing  vras  rione. 

In  18(ri7  the  citi£;ons  of  liobile  County  procured  the  pass- 
age oi"  another  Act  of  the  Legislature  appointing  a  Board  for 
the  prosecution  of  this  v/ork  and  requiring  that  the  Re-"^enue 
Coniiaissioners  of  iiobile  County  shoula  issue  bonas  (  Cour.ty  )  to 
the  amount  of  ^1 ,000 ,000.00  for  this  purpose.    About 
$S00 ,000.00^'was  thus  raised  and  expenoed  by  hobile  County  be- 
fore the  repeal  of  the  Act  by  the  Legislature  of  l»72-3. 
From  these  efforts  no  permanent  iniproveinents  resulted.    In 
1870  the  vrork  vv'as  resumed  by  the  Feaoral  Governincnt  ana  since 
that  aate  has  gone  steaaily  forvmrd,  graaually  admitting  to 
the  city  v'harves  vessels  of  heavier  ana  heavier  draft.   A 
letter  irom  Iir.  A.  C.  Daimer,  of  Mobile ,  to  Major  Rossel^.,  on 
June  ^,  I8vib  states  that  "l.Iobile's  tonnage  movement  for  a 
pp-^loi  (f  nine  ^years  shov.'s  an  increa.se  of  4ohv='  up  to  Septemb- 
er 1,  ultimo,  and  every  mont   auring  the  current  year  shovs 
a  steady  ana  continuous  increase  of  use  for  the  channel". ^^ 
Betv'een  l8vi6  ana  1899  there  vas  an  increfise  of  52,^  in  the 
tonnage  of  timber,  lumber,  shingles,  staves  ana  cott.on  pass- 
irtg  thrpu^  thi.s  port.  ^' _ 

1.  Acts  of  Legislature  18brt-7,  Page  507, 

2.  Meinoriai  ana  ^/rocecdings  of  the  River  and  Har>.'or  Improve- 
ment Convaition:  Assembled  at  'mscaloosa,  Alabama,  188a, 
Page  35. 

6.      Report  of  Major  Rossell ,  1899. 
4.   Report  of  Major  Rossell,  1899. 


(10)   The  ^!^ora'bi_^'bee-   The  v^ork  none  on  this  sir  jam  is  di- 
vined in'.o  the  fol-lovinr,  sections: 

(a)  From  Wnlkor'rs  Brii^c,  liississiiri ,  to  F\ilton,  Uississip- 
pi,  a  distance  of  twe.ity  JOiir  ana  throe  q\iartcr  inilcs. 

(b)  From  Fulton  to  Coliinhiis,  i.lississippi ,  fourteen  miles; 

(c)  From  Columbus  to  Jieiriopolis ,  Alabania,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  six  miles; 

(d)  From  i)ei4opolis  '.o  the  mouth  of  the  Tomrighee,  at  its 
junction  v'ith  the  Alabama,  a  Distance  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  one  .niles.    The  improvements  thus  cover  a  distance 
of  five  hundred  and  fifteen  and  three  quarter  iniles. 

(a)  The  plan  on  this  portion  has  "been  to  secure  and  maintain 
a  channel  for  high-v/ater  navigation  by  the  removal  of  snags, 
logs  and  overhanging  trees.    Appropriations  tovar'i  this  end 
began  v;ith  the  Act  of  August  11,  188B  and  from  that  date  to 
the  last  Ri^or  and  Harbor  bill  of  liarch  6,    1899  have  amounted 
to  5A<t, 000.00  for  this  section.    Work  vras  promptly  begun 
in  1888  and  a  channel  ha-  been  sociArea  viiLich,  at  a  rise  of 
three  I'eet  above  lov  vat  or,  is  navigable  by  "t:)oats  of  light 
draft  and  by  the  maxiy  r;  -ts  of  timber  vhich  are  saat  dovrn  the 
river  to  l.iObile  from  ti.is  section.    (b)  T'he  plan  for  section 
(a)  is  practically  the  same  as  that  for  section  (b),  from 
Fulton  to  Columbus.    Work  on  t..is  secona  livision.  :,orever. 

1*   Report  of  I.iajor  Rossell,  1896. 
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began  earlier  tTian  on  the  first,  ann  aates  back  to  the  sunrey 
authorized  by  Act  of  Oixne   10,  1872.    This  project  v:as  con- 
pleten  in  1h8P.  with  a  total  exponaituro  to  that  aate  of 
$27,2h^5.h5  from  the  funds  allotcd  to  the  Warrior  an-  Tonbig- 
bee  risers.  1    :-^or  the  maintenance  of  this  iiTrprovement  sep- 
arate appropriations  bcf^aii  with  the  Act  of  July  13,  l8<-^2  and 
aggregated  ^25,000.00  including  the  amount  carried  by  Act  of 
March  3,  1899.'' 

( c  )  From  Columbus  to  benlopolis  the  plan  is  to  obtain  a 
channel  six  feet  deep  at  lor  vater  and  maintain  it  by  snag- 
ging and  dredging  and  by  constructing  locks  ana  dairis.*^  Up  to 
the  year  1890  work  was  done  I'rom  the  appropriations  inade  to 
the "Warrior  ano  Tombigbee  hivers"  and  (after  1880)  to  the 
"Tombigbee  from  Columbus  to  Vienna".    In  1890  specific  ap- 
propriations began  for  this  section  and  from  that  date, 
September  19,  tc)  March  6,    i89>^ ,  inclusi'"'e,  ^-^Ibo  ,000.00  have 
been  alloted  this  division, 

(d)  From  ]je.>lopolis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tombigbee  was 
improved  by  works  of  a  temporary  character  betv.'een  1870,  vrhen 
the  first  sur-zoys  were  I'lade,  and  1888.    ^li  .',he  latteryear  an 
Ant,  of  Au£-^.ist  11.  directed  a  nev;  sur^/ev  to  be  made. The 

1.  Report  of  Hajor  Rossell,  1896  and  1899. 

2.  Report  of  Hajor  Rossell,  1899  aiia  Statutes  at  Large. 
Volume  50,  Page  llv59. 

3.  Rossell 's  Report  for  l«v)9. 
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project   adoptoa^uriQcr  this  survey   is   to  obtain  by   snagging 
and  dredging  a  channel   of  six  feet   at   low  vater,    and   to   over- 
come  tlie   chief  obstruction,   l.icGrew  Slioals,one  hunnred  and 
eleven  miles  above  i.iObile,   by   locks   ana   aa.'is.        To   1890   the 
funas   for  this   section  were    alloted  froia  the  appropriations 
to   the    varrior  ana  '^'ornbigbee   ri\''ers,   and  the  exact   anount   ex- 
pended here    is  not   known.  In  tliis   year  the  appropriations 
become   separate  I'or  this  division  and   inciuaing  the  amount   of 
Liarch  6,    1899,    aggregated  's><.^80 ,000.00. 

A  summary   of  the  appropriations  for   tlie   '  ombigbee   River 
v/oula  then  be   ns  follov\s; 
For  Warrior  ^nd  Tpfnl?lel"?fifi  .^^rnm 

I.larch   3,    1875    to   I.larch  5,    1879,-^                                  $110,000.00 
For  Tombiabee 

June        Id,    1880,  31,000.00 

Liarch         6,    l88l ,  15,678.00 

August     :-^.,  188;-;,  21,000,00 

July           5,    1884,  1.^.5,000.00 

August       5,    1886,  18,750.00 

A".gust    11,    1888,  12,500.00 

Oii  Section  (a^   li'i.-5e-l89^ ,  14,000.00 

(b)  18^^^-^.-1899,  23,000.00 

(c)  1890-1899  IHO.OOO.OO 
^ "            (  d)    1890-1899  380.000.00 


Total-  <^810,628.00  ^ 


next  pHK 


98. 

To  this   amount  innst  be   aclaeci  the   ^25,000.00  appropriateci  the 
State  Legislature   froin  the  three  per   cent   funa. 
(11)   The    Aarrior-     This    river  extcnas  from   its   junction  v^ith 
the   Tombigbee  Dei^lopolis ,    *.o   Tuscaloosa,    a   riistance   of   one 
hixnarca  ana  thirty  miles.  Above  Tuskaloosa  the   streain   is 

knoyrn  as   the   Klack  Warrior.        In   its   original   conaition  the 
Warrior  \vas   so  obstriictea  that    its   channel  vas  not   navigable 
except   auring  hi^h  vrater  ana  then  na^^igation  w.-ts  extremely 
difficult  ana  hazardous.        The  first    sur^/ey  was   carte   in   l^vi. 
The  first   appropriation  v^as   inade   ana   in  the   f  ollovl  ng   June 
work  began.        The   irnprovei'.ients  made  up   to   1(^90  were   of  teinpo- 
rary    character.         In  this  year  a  nevf  plan  v/as    aaoptea  ana 
proposes  to   obtain  a  channel  of  six  feet    aepth  by   the   removal 
of   logs   ana  snags   arxa  overhanging   trees   and  by   the   construc- 
tion or  locks  ana  aams.^        Six  of  the  latter  wilj.  be  required 
betvreon  T'lscaloosa  and  Doirlopolis.        The  Act   of  i.iarch  3, 
1899,   provides  f^or  the  .i-iaking   of   contracts  for  the   a  nsiruc- 
tion  01'  three  of  these   locks  and  aams    "next  belovr  belovr 
Tuscaloosa"^'  and  unaer  these   conditions  v^ork   is  no-   in  prog- 

ress. . 

From  preceeding  page: 

(  L)   Betv.'een   these  dcttes  approprlaLions  were  naae  to  thcs^ 
two  rivers  collectively  and  it   is   impossible  to  de- 
termine  I'rora  the  reports  submitted  the  amounts  ex- 
pended on  each  separate  river. 
(2)  Acts  of  Alabama,    Uecernber   19,    18-37. 

1,  Report   of  ilajor  Rossell,   1896. 

2.  Statutes  at   Large,   Volume  30. 
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3b  1879  ti\o  vror  ■    none  vras  hy   funds  allottea  from  the 
appropriations  to  the  "Varrior  ana  Tombigbee."   Since  that 
date  separate  appropria-.ions  have  been  made  for  the  Warrior 
as  follo^vs:" 

June    4,  1880,  $H0,000.00 

I.Iarch  5,  1881,  10,e):^:,.00 

August  'A,    1882,  111,000.00 

July     5,  ±884,  l;-',  000. 00 

August   5,  l8«ti  18,750.00 

August  11,  1888,  18,000.00 

Sept .   19 ,  1890 ,  45  ,000 . 00 

Jul.y    13,  189:-,,  75,000.00 

August  11,  1894,  40,000.00 

June     5,  18mo,  70,000.00 

uarsLh Aa-M^k,  ap.Q.QOQtOu 

■i-otal-  ^539,372.00 

(12)  ...♦•e  Black  Warrior-   A  large  section  of  ilorth  Alabama, 
estimatea  at  eight  thousana  square  miles  is  drained  by  this 
river.    The  ianas  which  skirt  the  ri^er  are  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive Hna  along  its  banks  arc  t-Quna  large  ana  valuable  de- 
posits of  coal.    To  get  v;ater  transportation  from  the  "War- 
rior Coal  .''ields"  lo  Hobile  is  the  main  oboec't'  ^or  vaiich  im- 
provements  have  been  unaertaken.  i)0th  on  the  Black  Warrior 

1.  Suianarized  above  under  the  'I'ombigbee. 

2.  Report  of  I'lajor  Rossell,  1879. 
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and  the  Warrior- rivcr.s.  The   i.iproveincnts   on  the  Black  War- 

rior  covor  a  distance   of  fifteen  railes,    from  Ti,iscaloosa  to 
Uaniel's  Creek,         'Oie  present   project   for    iinprovenen'.   vas 
adoptea   in   18«7  ana  proposes  to   construct   five   locks   and  fix- 
ed dams  with  a  total   lift   of  fifi-y-tv,':    feet.  Work  toward 
this  ena  began  in  1B88  axid  three   of  the   locks  have  been  com- 
pleted.       On  i.iarch  6,    I8'fi9,   precision  v;as   made   for  tj  e   ccn- 
str^jction  of  t":ic   fourth   lock  ajia  v/ork   is  nov    in  progress.' 

The  appropriations  have  been  as   follovs: 

July        h,    1884,  vb  0.000. 00 

August    1  ,    1886  ,  5r)  ,  250 .  00 

August  11.188",  100,000.00 

Sept.  19,1890,  150,000.00 

July  13,1892,  ^,00,000.00 

August  18,1894,  37,500.00 

June,  3,l89o,  10,000.00 

Harch        3.1899.  50.000.00 

Total-  $S«53,750.00 

2 
Xne  State  Legislature  appropriated,  in  adoitioa  to  this  amount 

$20,000.00  to  this   river    -rom   the   three  per   cent    funa,    as   has 

been  already   mentionea   in  another   connection. 

IncluQirig   the   originax   land  grant   for  the   'f'eri.iessee 

River,    the  amcimts   exronaea  by   the   Feaeral  Government   unon 

1.  Report   of  Hajor  Hos   ell ,    189tt   and   1899. 

2.  Acts   of  Alabama,    February   '/' ,    1839. 
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IhesG   Items  of  -linprovcncnt  as  above  enuinerated  aggregate 
$14,18*0  ,iOo. 'VI.     Thus  AiabaiTia  has  rccei^'-ert  ai^out  tvro 
thirds  of  one   per  cent  of  the  amount  which  has  hoen  expcnacd 
hy  the  government  upon  such  vorks  in  the  various  states  of 
the  Union. -*•    In  the  projec^-s  nov  in  execution  for  the  im- 
provements of  the  Aia>ia.!a  rivers  the  chief  object  is  to  ac- 
celerate the  nevci-op-ient  of  her  inineral  reso\arces  b.y  giving 
v;ater  trajisportaLion  to  the  Gulf.    It  is  estimated  that 
when  the  present  plans  are  completed  coal  can  be  carriea  to 
I.lobile  at  a  charge  of  tvrenty  fi'>''e  cents  per  ton,  while  the 
presen-,  rate  by  rail  is  one  aollar  per  ton.     »ith  this  re- 
duction in  freight  rate  coal  can  be  neliverea  to  vessels  in 
I.lobile  at  not  exceeding  $1.'  b  per  shori,  T.on,  and  Alabama  would 
be  enable a  to  compete  witl  England  as  an  exporter  of  coal  to 
South  America  ;-..nd  the  East  ana  Acst  Inaies.''^'    In  paging 
through  the  Acts  oi"  Alaba.:ia  one  is  i.ipressed  with  the  I'act 
that  v/ater  transportation  "as  been  of  -"^ital  importance  to 
the  State.    In  the  early  days  her  'ivcrs  and  their  small 
tributary  creeks  served  as  her  chiei'  arteries  of  trade. 
Numerous  acts  incorporating  "navigation  Companies"  show  that 
practically  all  the  rivers  in  the  State,  e^'ca  the   smallest, 
were  once  used  as  lines  of  transportation.    During  the 

tvfenties.  thirties  anri  forties  we  fina  the  tributaries  to 

A.   Proceedings  of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Improvement  Conven- 

T-^on  (Tuscaloosa  1897)  Page  48:  Address  of  General  Jo- 

s-^ph  Wheeler. 
«.   'Proceedings  of  the  Hivers  ^.  Harbors  Improvement  Convea- 

♦ion,  1897.  pp.  35-0. 


lOP.. 
these  rivers,  the  iiajority  of  thci-i  insignif icemt  creeks,  arc 
dr^rlarc:!  hy  successive  Acts  of  tlie  liegisiatiire  as  "public 
highways"  r."d  to  fell  trees  across  thera,  to  tl'ircv  logs  into 
them,  or  to  othervlf^e  obstruct  their  passage  vas  aeclareri  a 
public  offense  nna  punishalile  by  lav;.    With  the  acvelopnent 
of  Alabama's  railroaa  system  the  great  majority  of  these  ola 
lines  have  beeri  abanaonea  and.  only  the  fitt.::st  have  survived. 
With  ti'.is  transformattion  has  come  a  shifiting  of  tr'aac  ana 
business  froi.i  the  old  conser-zative  villages  vhich  slunbor  on 
the  river's  eage   lo  the  inore  active  and  spirited  railroad 
points.    While  the  greater  portion  of  the  business  in  Ala- 
bama is  nov^  aone  by  railroads  still  the  influence  of  Lhe  risers 
as  competi  ,ors  is  most  potent  in  guaranteeing  reasonaVle 
rates.   When  the  rivers  are  in  boating  order  freights  are 
lov/  and,  vice  -"^ersa,  lov  rivers  i  lake  h.igh  rf-.tes.     Thus  in 
Alabai*  as  in  otjier  stages  of  the  Union,  obser^'ration  ano  ex- 
perience points  to  the  fact  that  tiie  mainteriance  of  a  gooa 
system  oi'  vrnter  trttrisp  or  nation  afrorrts  the  nost  effective 
safe  guara  against  the  potoiitial  C'lls  of  railroaa  consclida- 
tions  whic:;  teng  to  throttle  com-notition. 

1.   Tills  fact  is  ilxustratea  in  the  report  on  the  Toinbigbee 
for  1881.   When  the  river,  a  competing  line  viti'  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  is  navigable  freight  charges 
are  roaucea  by  the  railroad.    In  187^^0  the  charge  on 
cotton  per  bale  was  %<i.:-.b   by  rail  nuring  the  lov;  v^ater 
season.    When  the  Tombigbee  became  navigable  rates  pre- 
vailed ranginti  only  from  50^  to  ;jil.2b  per  bale, 
lieraorial  ana  Proceeding  s  of  Kiver  ana  Harl^or  Tnprovement 
Convention,  1885,  p-  .  53-4. 
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CliAPTER  IV. 
COilSTRUCTION  OF  RAILHOAJjS. 


^ecisral  Lana  Grants-   The  -policy  of  Federal  aid  to 
railv.'ay  builaing  as  '■•ith  other  i'oriTis  of  internal  improvement 
has  been  a  gradual  grorth.    Legislation  has  proceeded  not 
by  sudaen  ana  radical  measures  differing  from  all  prs cedent, 
but  b;y  small  beginnings  T;]iich  gradually  prepared  the  public 
inim  for  the  inore  elaborate  schemes  vmich  vere  to  follov;. 
From  the  policy  of  aid  to  vagon  roads,  canals,  river  and 
harbor  improvements  ,  c   have  been  brought  '.o  the  idea  of 
small  encouragement-Co  railroad  building.     The  granting  of 
"rights  of  v/ay"  thro'^  -i  the  public  loraains  to  various  rail- 
road coirrpa.iies  tOi^.ether  v/ith  small  lots  o:r'  lana  for  the 
erection  .  t   stations  ser'/ed  >-..s  the  precedents  upon  vrhich  vras 
t^^  ^teVt  '-■  '2  system  of  more  positive  aid  by  lar.  e  grants  of 
public  land.    Congress  by  Act  of  i.iarch  2,  18-:'.7-'-gavc  to  the 
State  of  Inaiaxjaa  :',<5''i,24b.'V5  acres  of  land  as  aid  in  con- 
structing the  '^abash  ana  Erie  Canal.    On  Uarch  li,  1833  ^^ 
Congress  authorisoa  the  State  of  Illinois  to  niirert  this  ca- 
nal  grant  and  to  ise  the  -proceeds  from  these  lands  in  the 

1.  U.  S.  Stai.uLOs  at  Large,  Volume  4,  Po.ge  :i3«. 

2.  U.  s.  Statutes  at  Large,  Volume  4,  Page  otr>2. 
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constnictlori  of,  a  railroart  shoula  the  latter  sooin  preferable 
to  a  canal.    This  v^as  the  first  congressional  enactment 
proviaing  for  a  land,  grant  in  aia  of  a  railroad.     This 
privoiege  v;as  not  utilized  hy  t^hc  State,  but  tliO  Act  series 
to  shov'  the  gro?rth  of  the  feeling  that  if  Congress  coulo  aid 
in  inakin;;  canals  it  could  alsc  aid  in  building  railroais  and 
points  to  the  fact  that  public  aid  v/ilx  increase  to  such 
works,  as  enthusiasm  mounts  higher  for  inrpro^ements  of  this 
character.    The  first  right  of  way  (thirty  feet  on  each  side 
of  i^s  line)  through  the  public  lanas  for  a  railroad,  from 
Tallahassee  to  St.  liarks,  v/itl;  use  of  timbers  ajia  other 

building  naterials  and  ten  acres  of  lana  as  the  terminus,  v;as 

p 

granted  to  a  Florida  company  by  Act  of  liarch  3,  1835.   From 

this  time  forward  similar  priveleges  v/ere  granted  to  various 
other  railroad  companies  up  to  1850  when  v^as  passed  the  first 
railroad  act  of  any  real  iiix  ortance.    This  Act  was  skilfully 
engineered  through  Congress  by  Senator  Uougias  of  Illinois  in 
the  interest  of  the  Illinois  Ce.'itral  Railroad  and  initiated 
that  system  o^  Congressional  land-grants  v/hic".  prevailed  un- 
til after  July  1,  1862.    On  the  latter  date  a  nev/  system 
was  inaugurated  in  aiding  the  Pacific  Railroads.    Formerly 
tl-e  :ra^T<|S  nad  ba^n  made  to  the  Statefas  guardians  or  trustees 

1.  Public  Lana  Comuiission;  Exec.  Hoc.  3rd  Session  4o  Cong. 
Parts  1  c^;  4,  Page  261. 

2.  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  Volume  4,  Page  778: 

3.  Public  Land  Commissio.-i:  Parts  1  ^  4,  P.  2.rtl. 
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for  the  roads,  _^thus  yleiding  lo   the  ola  a.' ntotion  that  Con- 
gress could  not  create  a  corporaMon  to  dO  busiriess  in  a 
state  without  the  consent  or  that-  state.     After  I8t>2  this 
claim  v.'as  aisregarded,  as  vere   many  others  of  the  old  States' 
Rights  theories;  the  grants  are  nov;   usually  made  to  the  cor- 
poration direct  thus  hnashing  aside  the  state  as  trustee  or 
agent  of  transfer.!  Under  these  tv^o  systems  (the  r.ranLing  of 
alternate  sections"  either  .o  the  state  or  to  the  corpora- 
tion airect  )  the  reMerai  Goverruncnt  to  June  30,  1880  had  made 
railroad  grants  ainounting  to  about  tv^o  hundrea  ana  fifteen 
milxion  acres  of  iana.    In  1881  it  v^as  estimated  that  Lhe 
arao\Uit  vfoula  be  reduced  Y'-/   forfeitures  tc  lb5,ho4,9w4  acres. ^ 

The  pioneer  railroad  bill  was  passed  only  after  it  had 
been  closely  aebated.'^  Senator  Douglass,  some  years  later, 
in  speakixig  of  its  pasrsagc,  remeirks:  "If  any  man  ever  passed 
a  bill  I  dia  that  oxie.  I  dia  the  v.'hole  v?ork  ana  \"as  devot- 
ed to  it  for  tvro  years".  '''he  Bill  v.'as  introauced  in  Con- 
gress in  1848  and  was  h-iLterly  opposed  by  i  lany  ( the  Kepresen- 
ta'-ives  and  one  of  the  Senators  of  Alabama  among  the  number) 

both  on  account  of  inexpediency  and  because  of  constiL^itional 

1.  Public  Land  Commission:  Parts  1  fc  4,  Page  l-;57. 

2.  This  system  v:as  based  on  the  claim  that  when  the  alter- 
nate sections  were  th^us  granted  along  the  ±ine  of  the 
railroad  the  sections  retained  by  the  government  would  be 
enhanced  in  value.    he  price  per  acre,  trerofore,  of 
the  remaining  contiguo'is  sections  vras  doubled,  being 
raised  from  ^125  minimum  price  to  2b0  per  acre;  thus  it 
was  contended  the  Government  lost  nothing  by  the  grants. 
Speech  of  Senators  Douglass  l<c   Shiefclds,  Cong.  Globe.  Vol. 
21.  Part  1.  7p.  844-48. 

3.  Public  Lanas-  Parts  1  t.   4-  Page  2oo. 

£    i:oa,.     Globe:  Vol.    i-  Hmtm.  L-  v.r   M^n^i-n/l  ann    :.,-;'/-^/<i 
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lahatnci  coinrnits  hiiiiself  firmix. 
to  the  opposition,  "For  in.yseir"  ,  he  said,  vhen  speaking  of  the 
bill",  I  shall  consider  it  i;iy  riuty  to  resist  such  proposi- 
tions to  the  last there  is  no  soundiaess  in  the  proposi- 
tion and  it  is  vain  to  tell  us  that  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion can  be  sett  lea  by  proceaent" .'"   From  tne  ic  no   of  the  de- 
bates, hprever,  it  seoi  lOd  to  be  a  fore^^one  conclusion  that 
Senator  MouglasS'  bill  thoug:.  fet\erea  by  constitutional 
objections,  voulri  finally  be  passed,  ana  others  manifested  a 
desire  to  secure  soidc  of  the  gooa  things  vrhile  they  -rere  go- 
ing.    Thus  Y^hilo  Senator  H^gby  ^vas  plaiiting  himself  fir;;ily 
in  the  opposition  his  colleague,  Senator  King,  v/as  busying 
himself  vrith   introducing  hills  carrying  similar  grants  for 
prospective  railroads  in  Aiaba.ia.*^   The  Bill  in  1848  passea 
the  Senate  but  failed  in  the  liousc.    In  1850  the  Hill  comes 
forv.fard  again  and  with  brighter  prospects.    Senator  King  is 
one  of  the  i  lOst  ardent  aavccates  Y;hilc  his  colleague  is  no 
longer  heard  in  the  opposition.    To  the  Llississippi  represen- 
tatives also  the  bill  seems  to  have  become  less  objectionable 
In  the  >ieantime  Senator  J'ouglass  had  heard  that  the  l.obile 
Railroad,  then  building,  had  failed  for  vant  of  means.    Going 

1.  Cong.  (Jiobe ,  Appenaix  to  Vol.  19,  -p-n.    554-57. 

2.  Cong.  Globe:  1st  Sess.  5u  Cong.  Appendix,  p.  bob. 

5.  Cong.  Globe,  1st  Sess.  50  Cong.  1848,  pp.  999,  1058,  1051. 
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to  Llobilc  he  rnpt  the  directors  of  the  railroad  company  and 
proposes  to  procure  a  lana  grant  I'cr   that  road  by  making  it  a 
part  of   his  Illinois  Oe^iLral  Railroad  hill,  provided  the  Rep- 
resentatives a.na  Senators  from  Aiahaina  and  liississippi  (the 
two  states  most  interestea  in  the  success  of  the  l.Ionile  Rail- 
road) v.'ould  support  his  iieasure.    "he  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted, Senator  iJonjj,  ^  as  returned  to  ■  ashington,  and  through 
the  influence  of   the  directors  of  the  I.lol-'ilc  road  the  Legis- 
latures of  Alahciaia  and  liississippi  instructed  their  Congress- 
men ana  Senators  to  support  the  biij.  after  it  had  been  so 
amerided  as  to  carry  ior  these  staLCs  priveiep.es  proportion- 
ately ecjual  to  those  gaiiiea  i'or  Illinois.    '*ith  all  dignity 
ana  aeferencc  the  araendiricnt  vas  offered  by  King.'^v.'as  accepted 
by  iJouglass.    The  bill  now  assumed,  in  the  e.yes  of  some,  a 
more  const itut^ional  aspect.    The  opposition  v^as  so  weakened 
that  v'ith  still  .urther  skillful  manipulation  it  was  finally 
passed  by  a  small  majority  and  became  a  lav.'  on  Septeiaber  ;'0, 
18b0.    The  Act  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  Llie 
purpose  of  aiding  in  mtiking  Lh o  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and 
its  branches,  "every  alternate  section  of  land  aesiginated  by 


ev 


en  numbers,  l"or  six  sections  in  /'idth  on  each  sine   of  saia 


roa  I  ana  branches."^  ana  carrried  .c'or  Illinois  2.5v'5.05o 

1.  Public  Lana  Coinraission ,  Parts  1  ^:  4 ,  P.  2n3. 

2.  Hong.  Globe  Volume  2  1,    Part  i,  p.  H4b. 

6.    Public   Lana  Coraitiission:    Parts   2  l>    6,    P.    180. 
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acres  of  laxia.     The  aineiidmerit  (  section  7  of  the  Act  )  is  as 
follcv's:   "Alia  be  it  further  enacted,  tlint  in  order  to  aid  in 
the  construction  or  said  Central  Railro.id  from  the  motith  of 
the  Ohio  River  to  the  City  of  ;..o>ile,  all  the  rights,  pri"- 
eleges  ana  liabilities  hereinbefore  conferred  on  the  State  of 
Ilii;-.ois  shall  be  gra:ited  t.o  tb^e  stages  of  Alabama  ann  l.iss- 
issippi  respectively,  for  tre  purpose  of  aiain^  in  t:  e  oc- n- 
struction  of  a  railroad  from  salri  ci^y  of  I.iobile  to  a  point 
near  the  moutli  oi"  the  Ohio  River,  and  that  public  lands  of 
the  Unitea  States,  to  the  saiao  extent  in  proportion  to  the 
le.igth  of  the  road,  on  the  sau'C  terms,  Limitations  ana  re- 
strictions in  every  respect,  shall  be,  ana  is  hereby,  granted 
to  said  States  of  Alabama  ana  '..lissiissippi  respectively". 
Unaer  tiii.s  Act  ana  ot.:ers  1  asod  upon  it  as  precedent  the 
State  of  Alabama  has  received  ti.e  folxovinf,  am.oimts  of  land 
grantca  as  aid  to  railroad  builaing  in  the  State:'' 
Liobile  &  Ohio,  September  SO,  1850,      419,bi-'.8.'J:4 
Alabctma  ^-  Florida,  I.iay  17,  I8bt:) ,        5hv-!,u2H.84 
Selma.Rome  ^  Dalton^^.  June  5.  I8bt> .     858. bio. 98. 


1.  Public  Land  Commission:  l^arts  2  h-   '6,   p.  I8w. 

2.  Taken  from  Report  of  Secretary  of  Public  Lands,  1«97. 
House  iJoc'iments,  ^'ol.  1'^,  p'  225.   Amou;:ts  indicate  the 
number  of  acres  ipatentoa  up  to  June  50,  1897. 

3.  The  original  Act  made  the  grant  to  aid  the  Alcibama  and 
Tennessee  Railroad;  a  later  Act  conitrmcd  br.e  lands  to  the 
Selma,  Rome  &  Dalton  road. 
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Alabama  K   Chatt-anooga  ,  June  ft,  18b' j,    65^,  ,^6f).nb 

South  &.  iiorth  Alabaina,    Juae   5,    l8bb  ,  44b,  158. '^8 

Kobilc  j<:  CJirard-^  June  6.  iBbb .  502  .l;:ji.l8 

Total-  5,077,673.8(-)^'acrGS 

The  Two  and  Three  Pt^rr.fini.  Funds-    Congress  by  Act  providing 
for  the  admission  oi'  0:  io  into  '/nc  Union  declared  that'  "One- 
twentieth  part  of  h\\o   net  proceeds  of  the  it- nas  lying  vithin 
the  saia  State  sold  by  Congress,  from  ana  after  the  thirtieth 

day  of  June  ( 18o2  ) shall  be  applied  to  laying  out  ana 

making  ptlr)iic  roaas  leading  I'rom  the  navigable  vaters  empty- 
ing into  '-he  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  to  the  sail  State  and 
through  same,  .such  roads  to  be  laid  out  uzider  the  authority 
of  Congress,  vith  Lhe  consent  of  the  several  states  through 
v/hich  the  road  shall  pass".    All  public  .lands  in  Oi.io  verc 
to  1"  0  exempt  from  taxatiori  t'y  the  State  for  a  term  of  five 
years  from  ;/ne  date  ot    ^r.cir  purchase  by  settlers  aad  this 
five  per  cent  of  the  iana  sales  vras  offer :d  as  one  of  the 
items  of  compensation  to  the  State  for  this  relief  gi^^en  to 
her  immigrants.   The  people  of  Ohio  ia   accepting  the  ter.-.is 
for  her  admission  requestea  t.  at  three  per  cent,  of  this  funa 

might  be  p^r plied  to  makixiR  roads  ^.vithin  the  State  unaer  the 

1.  The  original  grant  carried  504,145.86  acres  but  ov^ing  to 
forfeitures  this  was  reduced  to  the  above  amount  by  an  ad- 
justment uiade  April  24,  1895. 

2.  In  adaition  to  this,  b7,784.9n  acres  vere  granted  Alabama 
for  the  Coosa  ana  Tennessee  road.    Of  the  construction  of 
tlie  road  there  vras  no  cvifieace  founa  in  the  General  Lana 
Office  up  to  1897  and  the  grant  is  supposed  lo  have  lapsed 

3.  Statutes  at  Large:  Vol.  2,  p.  175,  April  5u ,  1802. 
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control  ana  svcrervi.sion  oi'  the  Stp,.te  Let^,isiaturc,  vhile  the 
rsi.ip.inin;^  two  percent,  vas  '.o  be  expoxiaea  by  Congt-ess  in  mak- 
ing roads  leading  to  the  Sta'.e.    '■''l\is  proposition  of  the 
OilIo  people  v.'as  acceptea  hy  Congress  ana  founa  expression~in 
the  moairiea  Act  for  Ohio's  admission  into  the  Union.  '  Thus 
originated  -/ne  custom  accorain^;  to  vhich  so  many  ox'  our 
states,  upon  their  admission  to  the  Union,  vere  given  their 
"tro  ana  i.hrec  per  cent,  funds"  on  the  same  ccnnition  unaer 
v'hich  Ohio  received  hers.    On  l.iarch  x ,  1819.  Congress  passed 
the  Act  providing  for  the  aamission  of  Alabama  into  the  Union  . 
Under  this  Act  five  per  cem.,  of  t-he  net  proceeds  or'  the  lands 
lying  wit.iin  the  territory  of  Alat)ama  and  sola  by  Congress 
from  ana  after  the  first  day  of  Sep^ecber,  ibxv^,  ras  "reser^'- 
3d  for  making  public  roads,  canals,  ana  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers"  t  .ree  I'ift.  s  to  be  applied  witi.in  the  State 
under  the  direction  of  ti.e  State  Legislature  "ana  tv/o  fifths 
to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the  saia  State 
tinder  the  direction  oi'  Corigress.    Thus  originai.ea  vmat  v/as 
designated  the  "hvro   ana  ohree  per  cen'-.  funa"  ana  vhich  vas 
the  subject  of  so  much  discussion  ana  controversy  in  the  his- 
tory of  Alabama's  legislation.     Congress  coristriicted  no 
roag  leading  to  the  State  ana  \^p  to  SeptemVer  4,  iB'^il,  no 

1.  Statutes  at  Large,  Act  Llarch  6,    1806,  Sec.  2. 

2.  Act  of  liarch  6,    lSu6 ,    Statutes  at  Large,  ^'ol.  2,   p.  225 

3.  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  6.,   p.  4Hi. 
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disposition  han-heen  made  of   the  two  per   cent.-  tuna.        On  tl.at 
date  Congress  passed  an  Act      relinqiii.shing   this   tuna  to  the 
State   of  Alabama  on  conaition  that   the  funa  shoula  he    "faith- 
fully  appiiod  unaer   the   direction  of   the   Legislature   of  Ala- 
bama,   to   the   connect io:i  by   some   .:cans   of   internal    itnpro-'e- 
tnent ,   of  the  navi.iable  v/aters  of   the   -say   of  l.iOr-ile  vrith  the 
Tennessee   River,    ani  to   the   coris true t ion   of  a   continuous   line 
of   internal    iiipro'/eiients  from  a  point   on  t.e  Chattahoochee 
River  opposite  West   Point,    in  Georgia,    ac    -oss  the   State  of 
Alabama,    in  a  direction  to   Jackson   in  the   State   of  liississip- 
pi".        The  terms  vere  accepted  ana  the  Stai.e  became   thus  the 
sole   trusi-ee  for  both  funas.        The  Lei^i.siat.ure  by  Act   of  be- 
cember   10,    iS'i'i,    investea  the  three  per   cent   f'uia   in  the 
State  Bank   of  Alabama,   became  an   integral  part    of  the   capital 
of  that    iiiStiT^ution  ana   unly   '*lcS5,000^  was  expcndea  in  ef- 
forts at    l:iterual    improvemer-its.         "*'ith    uhe  failure   of  the 
Bank   the  v;hole   of   the   i\ina  \Tas   lost.         In   1859  a   joint   Com- 
rnitteo  I'rom  the  tvo  Houses  ox"   the  Assembly   reported  that   the 
State  of  Alabama  as   -.rustce  vras   responsible  for  all  monies 
which  haa  been  received,    together  viLh    interest   at   six  per 
cent,    fi'om  the   dates  upon  vrhich  the   amounts  had  been   ;  aia  by 
the  Unitoa  States.        AccorainA    ^o  this  vicv  the   State  v/as   d\ie 
\]\lii  three  per  cein!,  ^im-^  ^'»5^,v'<7. v^t^  -4ii^  reppn.  thg 

1.  statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  p.  457,  section  17. 

2,  Acts  l86'7-9.    Spent  on  risers  in  the  State,  as  detailed 
in  ti:e  previous  chapter. 
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Legisia-luro  corfcnrroci,        n\iB   mnount^assTuncci  by  the  State  as 

her  indebt canes s  to  the  ruaa,  v.'as  aistributea,  as  loans,  to 

various  railroad  ontcrpriscs  as  follov's:' 

Horth  East  (^  South  ^est  Railroad  Co.  ,        P.l8,lob.00 

Wills  Vaiicy  Railroad  Co.,  7b,000.u0 

Selma  &  Gulf  Railroad  Co.,  40,000.00 

Cahaba,  Harion  &.   trrconsl-^oro  Railroad  Co.,     ?,5,000.00 

Optlika  f,  'jxford  Sailroad  Co.  ,  50,000.00 

Montgomery  t-.   Eufalia  Railroad  Co.,  30,000.00 

Tennessee  .^v  Coosa  Railroad  Co.,  I9b,5rt3.00 

AlabaiHAA  Temiessce  Rivera  Railroad  Co.  ,       225  .000.00 
Total-  $858,4v^«.00 

These  loans  v^ere  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of   six  per  cent 

and  ve'-e  secured  by  bonas.    Hy  Act  of  JJecoinber  30,  1868,  tho 

"South  aiio.  i.ortl.  Alabaina  Railroad  Co."  vas  given  the  entire 

fun-i.    All  the  ronas  ,  securities  ann  o>'liF,at ions  belonging 

to  this  fund  v;ere  trarisferrr,a  to  i^he  South  and  ilorth  Alabama 

Railroad  Co."    "he  State  vas  released  from  all  liabilities, 

ana  control  over  the  fuacx   passing  to  tj;is  Railroaa  as  sole 

beneficiary. 

The  tv.-o  per  cent,  funG  passed  to  State  control  la   1841 

under  the  conditions  vrnich  have  been  alread/  stated.    From 

this  funa  loans  rere  imdc  as  follov/s. 

1.  By  Act  approved  February  18,  18rt0. 

2.  Auditors  Report,  October  i;/ ,  I8b9. 

3.  Auditors  Report,  October  12,  I8b9. 
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Llontgomery   Hr   Etifaula   Rail   Roari,   I.Iarch    1,    1845,  !sllrt  ,7ji2.  ti4 

Maroneo   Plank  Road  Co.,   T^ecoriber   15,    1853,  9,4V7.47 

Alabama  Ik  l.assissip-::  i   Rivers  Railroad   Co.  ,   P'oh. 

(?.7,    18bh,  28,9t)5.'?n 

Alabama  >!'.  lassissipr^i   Rivers   Railroad  Co.  ,    Feb. 

(Ih,    iHbH,  25. 178. '74 

^•otal-  $178,40S.&7 

The   above  <aTioun'>s    contril->uted   tc    tlie    completion  of  tlie 

East   ann    -est   line   of   internal   improvements  across  the   State 

Alabama  &:   Tennessee  River  Railroad,   Uay   5,    1851,      b5,9ol.7o 

••  "  "  '■       5,    1«52,       b2,179.83 

"  "  "         April    2t,  ,    1855,       17,7''.8.47 

"FeTiruary  15,  1858,   2o,178.'78 

Tp.nnt^sctno  K.    r.r>r,<^fi    Rivent  Railrnan  Co.,  ^-^^b  .  15  .  1856  .55  .515.  25 

Total-  $202,bH0.06 

These  amounts  ccuitr ibuted  to  the  completion  of  that  plan  so 
long  discussea  and  cherishe-  by  the  people  of  AlabKina-  the 
con-iection,  by  some  line  o-f  tra  sportar. ion,  of  ..orth  and 
South  Alabama.    Thus,  too,  vere  I'ulfilled  the  conditions 
upon  vrhich  the  two  per  cent,  r'Uiia  vas  surrendered  by  Congress 
to  State  co.itrol.   By  Act  of  beceinber  5u ,  1868,  the  South 
and  Worth  Alabama  Railroad  was  declared  the  beneficiary  of 
the  two  and  tr.ree  per  cent,  funas.    '''-I'.e   greater  portion  of 
this  tvfo  per  cent,  fund  v;as  now  in  the  hanns  of  •>rarious  rail- 
road companies  to  whom  loans  had  been  made  lor  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  the  several  railro.^a  projects  throughout  the 
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Stats.         In  acG^^rdance  vith    this   Act   of   18*-)8  the  bonas   and 

securities  exocTitea  hy   these  railr.aci    cc-inpanies  v^ere   riclivor- 

ed  to   Vae    "South  ana  i.orth  Alahaina  Riiilroart  Co."   and  vere   as 

follows: 

Nortli  ICast   ana  South    '^est  Alabama 

Railroad   Coinran}' ,  306,46».00 

Wills   Valley   Kailroaa  Co.,  87,375.00 

Alabama  (k  Liississippi   Railroad  Co.  ,  «6,500.00 

Liontgoiiiery  ik  Exifaula  Railroad  Co.,  Sb  ,0f>l,84, 

Optlika  (^.  Oxford  Railroad  Co.  ,  b«,500.00 

Oahaba.    l.iarinn  fe   Greerisboro   Railroad   Co.  ,  58.(:ill.'-h 

Total-  $^01,506.59 

Thus  the  bulk   oi'  the    "tivo   ana  three  per    cent    funa"   vras  be- 
stov/ed  upon  the    "South   ana  horth  Alab^.i^  Railroad".        This 
road  was  put    in  operation   in   1872,         It    connects   becatur, 
Alabaiaa,    on  the   Terinessee ,   with  .lontgomery  ,    on   Lhe  Alabama 
River.  The   road  has    one  hunorca  an  ,■   oif;hty  five  milcs'-'^'of 

track   ana    is  now  operated  as   a  part   of   the   Louis'"-illc  and 
iTashvilie   system.'^ 
STA^E  AIU:    i-oLIGY   PRIOR   Tw    CIVIL   WAR — 

In   lvS^2-o  was    constructed  the   first,    railroad   in  A-laT'^ama. 
This    road    ran   from   Decatur   to   Fuscumbia.'^       ''^his  vfas   followed 

2.    Report    of  the  Alabama  Railroaa   Commissioners,    1898. 
6.    'itrney's  ilana   So  ok   of  Alabama,   p.    o8b. 
1.   Auditor's  Report,    October   1:-,    18b9. 
4,    Brev.'er:    history    of  Aial:.)ama. 
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by  the  constrMCtioii  of  tlic  'Vest  cm  Kail  road  from  Selrna  >^y 
Liontgonierv  to  the  eastern  bounaary  ol'  Alabama,  the  secona 
line  o-f  the  State.    From  this  line  an  interest  in  railroad 
building  ^:;rcv'  apace,  ana  there  dcvelOToed  a  strong  feeling 
among  the  ycople  that  the  State  sluvild  render  some  positive 
aid  tov-ards  iinprovemerits  of  this  character.^   Various  obsta- 
cles, :;ov'e-"er,  prevented  this  i'eeling  from  f inca  ng  expression 
in  any  legislative  acts.    In  1851  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improveme.iL.s  made  tiieir  report  lo  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
in  ^"-hich  the  polic,  of  the  State  is  revicvca  as  follovs: 
"The  history  of  Alabama  from  the  first  of  the  State  to  the 
present  period  exhibits  not  one  serious  efi'ort  on  the  part  of 
the  Legislature  to  ad-'^cixice  the  great  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, cc'iiuiierco  or  manufacturies ,  vhich  by  the  form  of  our 
governiQcnt  arc  subjected  to  its  protection  ana  control. 
Other  states  are  rich  because  t:  ey  are  old,  >^ut  our  destiny 

seems  to  be  to  grcAv   old  arid  poor  togeti.er The  caravan  of 

the  emigraiit  .ells  the  fate  of  a  young  state  falling  into 
premature  lecaj/  ana  oesertea  for  fresher  lands  T-'hich  in  time 
vrill  probably  be  doomed  to  the  satnc  fate".     '^he  State,  it 
is  urged,  mus'.  ao  something  to  "consolidate  her  northern  and 
souther:!  sections",  she  must  give  her  citi2;ens  an  "access  to 
market",  that  her  -.eo-ple  iiav  become  "anchored  to  the  soil" 

1.  Governor's  l.iessagei,  of  iiovember  1864,  llov  ember  1855,  ho- 
vember  185»r> ,  ]jecember  I86y. 
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and  Ic   se  their   "dcsiro  ror  vanrieriiig  to  tlie   far  West"."" 

The  rc'-ort   laCi^tioiis   the   fact   that   other  sta^e.s  are  lort^ing 
aheaa   in  such  v:orks.        To   items   of   iaternal    ii:i7rovciTien.t 
Virginia  has   recently   snnscrlbed  eiftht   million  dollars; 
Liaryland  five  millioixs;    ilev  York  three   millions   as   a   nonus   to 
one   enterprise  alone,    the  iirie  Railroad;    Ilassachusetts   six 
millions;    hissoviri    tv/o  millions   to   the   St.    Louis   and  Pacil'ic 
Railroad;    Tennessee   one  million   t/nree  hundred   Lhousand  loaned 
to   the   Chatt&nC0r',a   Railroad;    Georgia  three  and  a  half  mill- 
ions to   one  road.        The  report   urges  that  Ala.bama  shoulo   en- 
list   in   h-iding   si.nilar   eriteryrises   ana   recommcrias   that   the 
present   Legislature  endorse   railroad  V-onas  to  the  extent   of 
tvro  million  dollars.        Regardless  of   this   entV.usiasLic   appeal 
the  Legislature  v,'ould  not    commit   the  State  t.o   a  positive  pol- 
icy  of   internal    improvei;ieiits.        Several   causes  may   be   ass.  igned 
as  explaining  the  persistent   lethargy  or  conser'/atism  on  the 
part   of  the  State.        In  tj.e  first  place    (/ne  State's  finances 
have  not  yet    recovered  j-rom  the    collapse  vhich  Ccime  vrifn  the 
failure  of  her   Bank:    taxatioii  vras    stilj.  high,    the  people  v^ere 
sensitive  to   evjry   touch  of  t'ne   tax-gatherer  and  many   of  t.\Q\n 
stooa   ready   to  oppose  a.ny   uieasure  vhich  embodied  a  higher  tax 
rate.        Again  the   iianageiMont   and  success   of  tne   old  State 
Bank   had  not   been  of   such  a  nature   as   to   insT.'ire   confidence 

1.      Report   of   ff.    Phillipps ,    c"/:airman  of  Coirunittee   on   Interjial 

Inprove.iients:    House  Journal,    18bl-2. 
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in  tiic  integrity  or  ability  of  t'i\o   State  as  a/i  undertaker. 
Those  who  or'.'^oscd  t  c  "policy  of   State  aid  nsca  this  as  one  of 
their  strongest  arguiaents,  reniinoinR  the  people  very  effec- 
tively that  the  State'  s  » <•  • «  ^  ast  record  as  an 

entrc-prennerir  v^as  one  not  altogetlier  glorious.   A  third 
cause  may  ho   founa  in  the  fact  that  there  vas  a  stro.ig  ele- 
ment in  the  population  of  Alabama  v/hich  ras  restless,  rowing, 
shifting  and  actuated  hy  a  spirit  of  exploitation  ratlier  than 
develop. neiit ,  not  feeling  sure  that  they  vere  perinaneiitly  lo- 
cfited  but  thinking  of   the  ;.iore  distant  West  as  the  place  of 
final  destination.-*-  This  element  actea  as  a  check  to  the 
spirit  of  internal  improvements;  for  a  system  of  such  r^orks  , 
v/hose  completion  v;iix  require  an  exteiiaea  p-^riod  of  time,  and 
v/hose  i'ruits  imist  be  reaped  at  some  future  date,  ■'.'■ili  be  ad- 
vocated only  by  thiose  vho  f  ce  L  tlieinsc  ives  permanently  aL  home 
and  iieeply  rooted  to  the  soil.    "^'herc  are  traces  also  of 
sectioni^  jealousies  creating  friction  ancL  retarding  legisla- 
tion,    i-'i.ially  Alabaj^a  v/ns  proverbially  of  the  "strict  con- 
struction" school;  many  of  her  leaning  statesmen  firmly  ad- 
hered to  the  principle  tha'.  taxation  s:  oula  only  be  employed 
for  carrying  on  government  and  that  the  promotioziof  vorks  of 
internal  improvements  shoulci  be  left  to  private  capital.   In 
l85o  the  sub;iect  of  State  aia  to  railroads  was  i:iade  one  of 

1.  We  ha-"-e  noted  in  the  secOna  chapter  tv.e  tide  of  emigration 
to  Texas. 
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the  issuos  of  the  State's  political  campaign. ^   John  A. 
Winston  planted  himselr  firmly  on  the  siae  of  opposition  to 
puMic  aici  and  vras  the  successfial  c;->.;iciidate  lor  Governor. 
In  his  i:iaugural  address  on  uecemh/er  20,  1856,  he  declared 
his  unv-illingness  that  the  State  shoula  eiigage  in  v.'orks  of 
internal  improve,  sent ,  or  become  secririty  fcr  snch ,  lontil  the 
whole  public  debt  should  be  pain.   burin^;  this  session  of 
the  Legislature  this  question  v:as  one  of  t/.  e  chief  topics  of 
discussion.    ''"he  spirit  of  conservatisin,  hovever ,  agciin  pre- 
vailed and  the  Governor's  viev's  were  sustainea.   The  elec- 
tion in  1855  shov/ed  that  x,he   policy  of  the  adininistration  v.^as 
highly  eiidorsed  by  '.he  people:   (rovernor  Winston  was  reelect- 
ed by  a  large  majori'.y,  having  rocei"-ed  the  largest  popular 
vote  that  had  errer   been  cast  in   the  State  for  any  ca,:aidate 
for  the  Executive.    The  Legislature  rhich  .net  in  the  fol- 
lowing December  came  fully  aetcrmijied  to  launch  the  State 
into  a  policy  of  pub  Lie  aid  to  railroads.    Th.e  Governor  vas 
more  determined  that  sue  a  principle  shoula  noi   be  estab- 
lished, and  by  his  frequent  exercise  of  the  veto  pover  he  be- 
caine  .".nov/n  as  the  "Veto  Govcriior"  o+'  Aiabaiia.    During  this 

session  of  the  Legislature  he  returiicd,  without  his  approval, 

a  nianber  of  them  'eing  bills 
thirty-three  bills  which  carried  loans  or  other  advantages  to 

railroads. in  vetoing  one   of  these  bills, '"'the  Governor  cx- 

1.  Garstett :  Rei^iniscences  pp.  577,580-2. 

2.  Garaett :  Reminiscences  p.  blti. 

3.  The  bi±x  was  to  e:iable  Limestone  County  to  subscribe 
|200,000.00  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  "Tennessee  and 
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pressed  iii-;  views  at  scrno  Icngl/n  axia   assij;xis  the  i'olloving 
I'easons  I'or  vithiiOlding  his  approval:    (i)  By  the  l^ili  the 
tax-payers  of  Limestone  County,  marxy  of  theiu  vrithoul  conse/it- 
ing,  wll±  he  forced  t'..  becoi.ie  stockholders  in  a  private  cor- 
poration,  "iiany  ahie  jurists  ^na  profound  statesmen  are  firm 
in  the  conviction  thiat  such  a  forced  lav,  or  i.ivest.nent ,  is 
uni.varraiited  by  the  constitution  or  by  any  legitimate  influ- 
ence from  the  principles  or   our  government".    The  bill  can- 
not be  justified  by  preceaen'. ,  for  to  '>he  enlighteaed  states- 
man belongs  "the  otity  ol'  cc-rrecting  errors,  vhich,  though 
consecrated  by  centuries  of  toleration  ana  backed  and  propped 
by  a  thousana  prec^^aents,  are  but  errors  still". 

(2)  It  is  better  "that  the  construction  of  railroads,  as 
well  as  al±  other  iiiiprova.ieiits  oi'  supposed  public  utility  be 
left  ^o  the  slov/er  ana  safer   i.etails  of  interest ,  rather 
than  resort  to  the  doubtful  power  of  making  the  people  invol- 
untary builders".   The  o>)jects,  "fev  and  simple",  of  our 
govornifien^  are  to  "protect  every  man  in  the  legal  pursuit  of 
vrealth  aiia  happiness  ana  in  the  en.-)oyment  of  the  fruits  of 
his  ov;n  labors".    This  proposition  aef eats  such  objects,  it 
opens  the  door  to  "anarchy  ana  to  the  leuisiativr,  ana  judic- 
ial confiscation  of  the  Labor  ana  property  of  t.  :  individual 
for  the  use  of  others.   It  is  an  act  of  leeislativc  usurpa- 

and  Alabama  Central  Railroad  Co."  ana  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto  on  iJecemrer  14,  Ifsbb.   Acts  of  Alabama. 
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tion,  ana  ncstT?nctlvo   of  a  govcrnmont  foimaect  on  justice". 
Thus  aeemiiu;  the  measure  both  inexpcaicnt  and  unconstitution- 
al he  is  assured  that  his  disap-;roval  vilx  be  vinaicatea  both 
by  results  ana  by  po^-uli^r  approval.  ■*■   Again  on  January  9, 
1856",'  he  reiterates  the  doctrine  that  "the  only  purpose  for 
which  the  governi'ient  has  a  ri^ht  lo  tax  is  to  carry  on  the 
affairs  of  the  govermiient  and  to  pay  oTi ligations  already  ex- 
isting  The  experience  of  Alabama  i.s  fniitful  of  the  bit- 
ter conseti'ience  of  making  expediency  paramount  to  principle. 
The  proposition  to  use  tl.e   credit  of  tie  State  to  promote  the 
pecuniary  interests  of  any  class  of  citiriOiiS  has,  almost 
without  any  opposition,  been  pronouncea  against  by  the  people 
of  Alabama";  for  -le  had  been  elected  to  the  Executive  vith 
the  "ful±  unaerstanding"  that  he  would  not  "sanction  any 
measure  using  or  pledging  the  credit  of  the  St:.te  for  any 
purpose  whatever".    Again  ther'c  is  no  money  in  the  Treasury 
available  for  loans  to  railroaas  unless  the  bills  of   the  old 
State  Sank  axiQ  Branches  be  reissuea.    To  re-emit  these  bills 
of  bariks  long  since  put  in  liqui^xation  woula  V  e  a  measure  un- 
consLitutional'^  ana  woula  result  in  giv^ing  the  State  a  denre- 

1.  Message  of  uecember  16,    i8bb.   .-louse  Journal  p.  16L^.. 

2.  Senate  Journal,  Page  14* >. 

3.  The  position  was  held  that  it  v.'ould  nov^  be  the  State  issu- 
ing "bills  of  credit"  since  the  "ranks  wer^e  in  process  of 
liquidation.   Up  to  ti.is  time,  hov:ever,  the  bills  had  con- 
tinued in  use  and  no  serious  objection  had  been  raised, 
though  the  constitutionality  oi'  the  practice  had  been 
often  quest ioiied. 
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ciatcfi  curroncy ,  a  policy  most  riiiuous  to  finnMcial  intor- 

e.sts.    Regaraless  oi"  tho  (roveracr's  firm  oi/position  ana 

over  his  uriequivocal  vetoes  iav/s  'vere  passoa  granting  loans 

to  railroaas  as  f'ollov;s; 

Alabama  t:   Tciinessee  Kiverr,  Railroad  Co.  , 

(January  ;l,  i85b,       ^200,000.00 

Memphis  &  Charleston  Kaiiroaa  Co. , 

(January  21,  18bi> ,       300,000.00 

The  Acts  provided  that  the  leans  shoula  be  secured  by  first 
mortgage  interest  bearing  bonds  ana  also  by  "perscnal  se- 
curities to  be  approved  by  the  Goverixor".   The  impression 
prevailed  that  the  Governor  had  little  confidence  in  the  sol- 
vency of  railroad  companies  and  that  he  vxould  be  rather  ex- 
actiiig  in  applying  the  "personal  security"  clause.    At  any 
rate  the  loans  vere  never  called  lor  before  later  acts  re- 
pealed the  lav.'s  authorizing  such  loans.   Governor  Winston 
in  his  arinual  message  of  1857  rather  congratulates  himself 
upon  the  prosperity  ana  success  which  had  resulted  i'rom  the 
triumph  of  the  policy,  v^liich  he  had  persistently  adhered. 
"By  a  firm  and  steady  course  of  patient  endurance  and  econo- 
my, the  greater  portion  of  an  enormous  aebt-  incurred  by  fi- 
nancial empirics  ana  a  departure  from  the  Jcgitiraate  purposes 
of  government-  has  been  liciuidatea;  ana  the  credit  of  Alabama 
not  only  sustained  untarnishea.  but  restored  to  that  hi^.h  vo- 

1.  Passed  February  o,  1858. 
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siiion  v.'hic'ii  it  shoula  be  our  first  aut  /  to  maiatHin  for  it. 
By  a  steady  rosistHnce  to  the  policy  of  over  zealous  enthusi- 
asts anri  interestoci  incorporat ioas ,  r;e  have  been  enabied  to 
avoid  fi.a^  load  of  responsibility  ana  oebt  v/hich  has  beea  in- 
currcd  by  older  and  g'^eater  stages,  ana  v/hich  x'or  genera- 
tions,  rest  upon  their  people  and  retara  their  progress.   The 
correctness  of  the  priiiciple  of  an  eiitire  separation  of  state 
from  private  enterprises  ana  speculations,  and  leaving  to  in- 
dividual energy  ana  private  capital  i/ne  construction  of  such 
works  as  the  facilities  of  coiTtnerce  may  require,  is  being  es- 
tablisliea  by  time,  and  the  experience  of  otiier  states,  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  give  us  abunaant  cause  for  congratulation 
that  ve   have  been  able  to  resist  a  popular  error,  though  sub- 
jecting ourselves  to  the  tp^unts  ana  reproaciies  of  those  vho 
adopted  a  dii'ferent  policy.    It  is  v/eli  for   states  ana  indi- 
viduals to  be  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age  v^hen  that  spirit 
inpels  us  only  to  enbarrassinent  and  bankrupt cy.     'Vhen  ve 
see  AvorKS  of  nagnificc:it  extent  and  grandeur,  constructed  at 
a  cost  almost  too  great  for  belief  pronouncoa,  as  state 
v.'orks,  failures,  ana  i/nrov;n  upon  the  uiarket  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  the  people  of  the  expense  of  keeping  then  up,  v:e 
have  abounaant  cause  to  be  thankfiil  that  v:e  are  not  in  a  like 
predicament,  and  that  v/e  took  v/arniiig  in  tii;ie".    The  people 
of  other  states  are  nov'  burdened  y.'ith  taxation  to  support 
v/orks  which  they  had  been  persuadea  v'ould  give  relief  from 
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all  taxes  ana  ^f lira isli  the  revenue  for  the  aarrying  on  of  the 
state  government.    "The  constitution",  ho  oc'ntinues,  "gives 
no  pov/er  to  tax  the  masses  that  an.y  particular  class  or  or 
interest  may  te  advanced.   "The  o:-l.y  just  oi'ject  of  taxation 
is  to  meet  ti\e  vmats  oi"  goverriinent ,  economically  administer- 
ed, and  to  secure  th>:;  ends  of  puMrc  justice.    \«'hcnevcr  a 
governme:it  extorts  i  ioro  than  is  a'lscl'itely  necessary  for 
these  pT;rposes  it  becomes  aa  oppression". 

The  first  aut./  of  the  State  is  to  pay  vhat  she  nov  ovres 
and  then  ar^oid  '/ne  accuraulatioii  of   any  surplus  hy  a  speedy 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  taxation.   The  loans  granted  to 
several  railroaa  companies,  r;y  acts  of  the  last  Legislature", 
have  not  toeen  called  for;  ana  haa  application  been  made  it 
woula  have  been  in  vain  on  account  of  lack  of  funas,  and  to 
have  re-emittea  ti^e  bills  or  notes  of  the  old  State  Baiiks , 
lonf,  since  in  liquiaation  Fould  i.avc  been  violating  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  1   Thus  siibsidea  the  strong- 
est r-a^^e  of  enthusiasm  that  had  yet  h^a^a   made  for  state  aid 
to  internal  improvements  in  Alabama.    ''Ills,  too,  vras  the 
last  effort  made  prior  tc  ■the  Civil  War  to  laimch  the  Sta^.e 
into  such  a  policy. 
STA^'K  AlblSIECE  THE  CIVIL  WAR 

Tvi  l^>>7  l/:.o  <u.  it;n.ioa  v^as  renev^ia  ana  Alabama,  for  the — 

1.  House  Journal:  p.  IB:  Session  iHbV-y 
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first  ■'.imc  in  her  r:i.stcry,  aaoptoct  a  policy'  of   riu?'>lic  aia  to 
railroad  builninK.    Duriiif^  t/no  .session  of  i8f>o-7  the  Legis- 
lature passoii  an"Act  to  cstardish  a  s.ysLera  of  internal  im- 
provements in  the  State  o.f  Alcibana."     The  Act  aeclarea 
that  "whenever  any  railroaa  coi!p;:an.y  now   incorporatea  by  the 
General  Asseinhiy  of  the  State  of  AiaV-ana,  shcuia  have  finish- 
ed, complet.eri  ana  e<iuippea  tv/erity  con'-inuous  miles  of  road  at 
ci'.hcr  or  both  enas  of  t  e  road  it  shoiiia  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  oi'  the  State  and  he  is  herel-y  required  to  cnaorse  on 
tlie  part  ct   the  Stai,e,  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the  said 
railroad  company  to  the  extern,  of  tvclvc  thousana  aollars  per 
.nile  for  '/nat  por'.ion  thus  finished,  completed  ana  equipped, 
and  when  a  secona  section  of  twenty  miles  is  finished,  com- 
pleted ana  equipped,  it  shall  be  the  ain.y  of  the  Goverxior, 
and  he  is  hereby  required  to  e.idorse  the  first  mortgage  bonas 
of  the  said  railroad  company,  upon  the  presentation  of  s;)l  d 
mortgage  bonas  b.y  said  company,  to  the  extent  of  twelve  thous- 
ana dollars  per  mile  for  the  second  section  of  tv/enty  miles, 
ana  this  rate  and  extent  or   enaorsoment  shall  ho   continuo\us 
upon  the  condition  for  eacl:  sTil-Jsequcnt  section  or   twenty 
miles  liiitil  saia  railroad  i;,  completed".     On  August  7,  i860" 

the  above  Act  was  amended. After  the  com-nletion  of  the 

1.   Acts  of  Alabama  loob ,  p.  17. 
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first  tv-enty  tnilos  the  bonds  shoulri  be  endorsed  as  undor  the 
original  act,  "and  vrhen  a  second  section  or  five  iniles  is 
finished,  couipletea  ana  equippea  it  shall  be  the  auty  of  the 
Governor  and  he  is  hereby  reqiiired  to  endorse  the  first  mort- 
gage bonas  of  said  railroad  company  to  the  extent  of  tvrelve 
thousand  dollars  per  mile  for  the  secona  section  of  five 
miles,  ana  this  rate  and  exton--  of  enaorsement  shall  be  con- 
tinuea  upon  the  same  condition  for  each  subsequent  section  of 
five  niles,  until  said  roaa  is  coinpleted".-'-  In  1868  William 
H.  Smith,  the  Provisional  Governor  of  the  State,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  reviev;ed  the  policy  of  the  Sta.te  to- 
ward internal  improvements  lander  the  old  regime,  and  suggests 
that  a  more  progressive  policy  be  adopted  in  the  future.  "The 
same  system  of  labor  v'hich  imposed  ignorance  heretofore  upon 
the  masses  of  the  community  led  our  lav.'  makers  to  neglect  the 
elements  of  v/ealth  vith  which  Alabama  is  blessed  beyond  al- 
most any  other  State To  change  our  policy  in  regard  to 

these  interests,  i.o  foster  overy  enterprise  that  seeks  to  de- 
velop natural  v/ealth  of  the  State  and  attract  hither  a  great 
portion  of  the  great  tide  of  the  foreign  immigration  as  well 
as  of  the  skilled  laborers  ana  capital  of  the  ilorth  wili.  be 
a  pleasant  and  profitable  task,  and  v.'ilx  doubtless  engage 
your  early  and  earnest  attention."^  The  legislative  halls 
wore  thus  filled  witl;  that  spirit  of  progress  which  was  born 
in  the  lirst  flushes  of  the  new  regime.    There  are  evidences 
too  that  some  of  the  .ncmbers  wore  peculiarly  susceptible  to 
those  mercenary  influences  which  have  been  quite  potent  in 
the  legislative  history  of  so  many  of  our  stages  when  dealing 
with  large  corporate  interests.  A  plan  yet  more  positive  vras 
adopted  by  Act  approved  September  22,  I8<r>8.    The  rate,  or 
extent,  of  enaorsement  v^as  now  increased  to  sixteen  thousand 
dollars  per  mile.   After  the  completing  and  equipment  of  the 
first  twenty  miles  the  first  bonds  shoula  be  enaorsed  and  the 
endorsement  should  be  repeated  at  the  completion  of  each  sub- 
sequent five  mile  section.   At  this  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  also  passed  "an  Act  to  authorize  the  sevci-al  coun- 
ties ana  tovrns  and  cities  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  subscrib 
to  the  capital  stock  of  such  railroads  throughout  t::e  State 
as  they  may  consider  most  conducive  to  their  respective  in- 
terests"."^ The  question  of  "Subscription"  or  "Ho  subscrip- 
tion" was  to  be  detenriined  by  the  vote  of  "qiialified  elec- 
tors" of  the  counties  and  towns  whenever  the  President  and 
directors  of  a  railroad  com-pany  shoula  .sit-uifv  to  the 

1,  Ac^s  of  Alabama  I8b8 ,  p.  1^8. 
3.  Acts  of  Alabama  18H8 ,  p.  514. 

2.  Governor's  Hessage,  July  14,  1868. 
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authorities*!  County  Cormnissioiiers  or  Uayors  of  municipali- 
ties) t:  cir  dosiro  to  oT^tciia  loans  on  subscriptions  to  stock 
then  the  said  authorities  were  to  oraer  elections  to  he  "con- 
ducted in  the  sajnc  manner  and  hy  i/ne  same  officers  as  are  nov; 
provided  h.y  lav".  11'   \}lO   vot,e  should  declare  s.or   "ho  suh- 
scriptio;;"  i'.  i.s  declared  lawful  for  the  authorities  to  order 
a  second  election  if  the  interested  railroad  company  should 
make  another  application  vithin  tv.-elve  months  ,    If  a  major- 
ity of   the  qualified  voters  declare  for  "Subscription"  then 
bonds,  to  the  extent  of  the  mnount  voted,  are  required  to  be 
issuea  to  the  company  in  exchange  i'or  certificates  of  stcck. 
The  interest  0;i  the  bonas  is  to  be  mot  by  a  tax  levied  and 
assessed  by  County  Co.runissicyners  or  Municipal  authorities. 
The  latter  vere  given  full  pov-cr  of  proceedure  against  the 
"tax  assessors  and  colJcctors  ana  their  sureties"  ror  the 
amount  of  said  taxes  vhich  they  might  fail  or  refuse  to  as- 
sess ana  collect.     To  put  T.hese  loazis  or  subscriptions  on 
a  firm  basis  the  Legislature,  by  Act  approved  L.arch  1,  1870,1 
"legali2:od,  ratil'ied  ana  ccni'irmea  ixi  all  res  ects"  all  acts 
and  things  of  every  kind  heretofore  aone  and  performed  in 
this  State  i'or  railroad  purposes,  in  substantial  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of"  the  Act  of  Uecember  61,    1808.    Under 
this  Act  of  I8rt8  many  of  the  Counties  ana  municipal  locali- 
ties  in  Alabama  hocamo  liberal  subscribers  to  railr. ad  entor- 
1.  Acts  of  Alabaiiia,  Mby-70  p.  280. 
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prises  and   incnrred   acbts^vr:;ic]:i   many  have  not    even  yet   sxac- 
ceeaed   in   extricating  tlieraselvcs ,    aiid  no   aividotias  have,    as   a 
rule,   accruca  to   the   shares  ovrned   in  the   railroaa  stocks. 

The  above   loans  authorized  to  he   nade  by   the   State  v^erc 
to  be   seciireci  by    "first   mortgage  bonas".         In   18^9  the   State 
Auditor   rerers  to    the  fact   that   the  value  of  roads  Y'hich  had 
secured   laons ,    includim    all  main  ana   side   tracks,    all   roll- 
intJ,   stock,    in  fact,    "everything   that    could  be   embracea  by   a 
first   mortgage  bona"   v:hs    less  than  thirteen  thousana   collars 
per  mile,    "full,    fair   and    just  valuation  as  per   affidavits   of 
the  Preside.'its  ana   Secretaries   of  the   roads".        He  eirtpi.asises 
the  danger  threatening   the   Sta^e  from  making    loans   at   the 
rate  of   sixteen  tiiousaaa  aollars  per  uiile,    ana  urges   that    the 
lar  s:ould  be   repealed.  Governor  Smith,   tliough  an  enthusi- 

ast for  State  aid  thinks  the  law  is  too  b-^oad,  ana  forces  the 
State  to  aid  in  constructing  local  schemes  of  rival  ana  jeal- 
ous coinmunities.  As  no  end  to  ti:e  loaiis  can  be  seen  he  rece- 
omraends  that  the  law  be  repealed.^  The  Legislature,  hovever, 
did  not  concur  in  this  viev.  "The  railroads  again  triumphCin 
the  str-aggle.  It  is  not  iny  province  to  inquire  hov/  that 
triumph  'yas  efiectea"  ,  saia  Governor  Linasay  in  referriixg  to 
f'-n   >ivonn.^ain>.s    of    tb  i  <;    bnav:"'  The    frenc-)ral     enaorsQi lOrit    SYS- 

1,  Auditors  Report,   October   1,    18b9. 

2.  Ilessage   of  Governor  llovember   lb,    18^9. 

'6,   Men:  age  of  Governor  Liiiosay ,   January   ''A,    1871. 
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tern  was    re-oxia^ctea.    ana  aiditicrial   and   special   aid  vas   grant- 
ed tc   four   railroads   as    foliov's; 

South  l^:   ilorth  Alabama   Raixroad   C oinp a ny  ,    6ri,000  per  mile  added 
to   rorincr   oniorscucnt,    tlais   making   $22,000  per  mile   for   this 
road.'" 

Alabai.ia  &.  Chattanooga  Railroad   Company-   granted  a   loan  of 
$2,000,000.00*^   thi 
made  by   the  State. 

Kontgoiriery   t<  Eufanla  Railroad  Coinpany-    granted  a   loan  of 
$300,000.00   in  addition  to   the  regular   eadorseiaent   of   %>16,000 
per  laile.'J^ 

Mobile  f    :..ontgomery   Railroad  Corapany-   Governor   to   endorse   on 
the  part   of  the  State,   bonas  to  the  extent   of  $2,500,000.00''^ 

In  his  message   of  January    '  4,    1871,   Governor  Lindsay   in- 
forms  the   Legislature  that    it    is    impossible  to  ascertain  as 
"to  v^hat   extent   bonas  under  the  various   st...iAites  have  been 
endorsed  ana   issuea  by   the  State.          neither    in  the  Execative 
office,   nor   in  any   otheroffice   of  the   governinent    can  be   found 
a  recora  of   the  action  of  the  Executive   in  this  regard.      I 
hMvn   no    knov-lnnpo    nf   t,  e    form    of   the   bonas.    excert    those    of 

1.  Act   approved  by   (Jo^ernor   Smitli  Fer  ruary   :-:l ,    1870,  Acts   of 
Alabama   l8b9-70 ,    p.    149. 

2.  Harch  3,    1870.    Ibid,   p.    374. 

3.  February   25,    1870,    Ibid.,   p.    ±75. 

4.  March  3,    1870,    Ibid.   p.    376. 

5.  February   25,    1870,    Ibid.    p.    175. 
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the  Liontgoiiiery_^  ana  Llobilo  ana  of  the  I.Iontcomcry  fz  Eufaula 
Railroaas;    ana  unless   fron   minors  or  unofficial    information 
I    cannot   even  suxpose  t:  c   number   of  bonas   enaorsea  to   any 
coinpany  ,    the   t.ir.ie  v/"nen  aim  r/hero  payaMe,    or  vrhether   endorsed 
or    issuea  accorain^    to    lar".^        In  this    st.ae   or  coiifusion 
the   fin.uicos   of  Alabama   reinainea  until  f ina.L   adjustment   v^as 
made   durinp,  the   administration  of  Governor  George  S.   Houston. 
The   latter   on  fJecember  '7,    1874,    in  a  inessage  to   the   Legisla- 
ture,-'''  recommenas   the  enactment   of   a   lav.'  providing  for  the 
ascertaining,  ana  final  adjustment   of  ti.e   State's    inaebtcaness 
In  practical   conformity   to  the  plan  there   suggested,    the  Leg- 
islature passed  an  Act'''  aiathorizing  the  Governor  to   act   as 
an '\3x-off  icio  member,   vith   tv/o    ot.  crs  v'hom  he   should   appoint, 
of  a   "board  of   commissioners"   vhose   duty    it    should  be   to   "as- 
certain,   liquiaate   ana  adjust   the   subsisting   legal   liabili- 
ties  of  the  StaLO   Of  Alabama,   the   adjiistment    and  settle.icnt 
to  ^e    "cipproved  ana  ratified  by   the  General  Assembly"   before 
it  becomes  binding   on  the  State.        Le^i    '".    Latoier  and  T.    B. 
Hothea  v/ere   appointed  by  Governor  Housto:.  ana  vith  him   con- 
stitu'^ea  the  Boara  of  Coirtniss loners  by   v'hich  the  settlement 
was   fiixally   arraiiged  vith  the   railroad  companies.  The 

HoartJ.   havinK  been  GnaciRQci  abovat    tvelve   rionths  vi'/ii   this   vork . 

1.  House  Journal,    1870-71. 

2.  Senate  Journal   1874- n,  p.    10(>. 

3.  Approved  lJecem>;er  17,    1874.        Act.s   of  Alabama   1874-5  p   102 
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subini^.tOQ  thoix   report      to  the   Legislature   on  January   :;4, 
187r).        Ot/ing   to   tiiC    iaooinpleteiiOss   of   tiie   records  of  the 
bonas    Issiiect  ana   endorseci  the  Ooianissioricrs  ariaressea   inqui- 
ries  1.0   the  Vionaholaers  through   papers  published   in  Alahnma, 
Be\"  York   aiid   Lonnon.        All   crcQitors  of  the  State  vere   re- 
quested to  present    :Jieir  claims  for  adjustnent.        It  vas   thus 
ascertainea   that   the    indebtedness   oi"   the   State  v^as   $50, Oo'^, 
563.00,   iiu  auiounfec^ual   to   Oiic-i'ifth   of   all   the  property   of 
the  people"    ox'   trie   State. ^'        Of  this  Jincurit    a   lari;e   share  v;as 
incurren    in  the    i.itorest   oi'   railroad  buildiriR,    and  v-as   ais- 
tributed  as  follovs:^ 

Alabana  <^.   Chiai-tanooga  Railroaa,^  ^"^  ,300  ,000.00 

Selra,   Ilaric:  i.  :..ci  ipV.is  ,  7t>5,000.00 

hev   0rlea:is   dv   Sci.;a,  520,000.00 

Selnf^   ^    Gull',  t-)40,000.00 

East   Alabcuna  &   Cincinnatti  ,  400,000.00 

liontgoinery   f-    Eufaula,^  1 ,5.\<0  ,000.00 


Savannah  t.  iieinphis 


142.000.00 
11,147 .OOu.OO 


Unpaia   interest   aue  on  those   bonds 

to   January   P.-t ,    187*-> ,  5  ,474;  ,vOO.  QQ 

!f%l4  ,r);.l.  i;00.  00 


1.  Senate   Jouriial   1875-76,   p.    202-^.52 

2.  Ibid  p.    218. 

3.  Ibid   p.    214. 

4.  Endorsed  bonds  Ci>5,300,000.  plus  |2, 000, 000.  straight  bonds 
the  enaorsed  bonds  exceeded  by  Si580,000.  the  raaxiinun  amount 
authorized  by  any  possible  construction  of  the  laws. 

5.  Endorsed  bonas  ^1,280,000  plus  ;f?500,000.  straight  bonas. 
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In  adiitioii  to- this   lunouxit   straif;ht   seven  per   cent    interest 

1 

bearing  bonas  v/ore  hela  by    the   follov'iiiii  railroads; 

South  f:  ilorth  Alabama,  $73^,000.00 

Grana  Trunk,  ^20,000.00 

Savaxmah  &  L'emphis,  204.000.00 

$1,15^,000.00 

We  thus  ha.ve   an   innobtcaness   of  bl5  ,'-'''">' ,000.00  ti    be  adjusted 
by   the   COLTinissiox'iCrs.        ''lie   lafcter   in   tiieir   rcx/Ort   rocoinincnd 
the  f'ollov'ing  plan   of  aajustiicut :      For  t-ie  "-.b  ,300 ,000.00  en- 
dorsed bonds  of   the  Alabainn  He  ChattanoCf,<..  Railroad  vero   to  be 
issuen  Si .000 ,000. wO   in   "nor  State   direct  bonas",   bearing    in- 
terest   at   four  per   cent   and  maturing   i.-   tj  rity  years   from 
their   date.          The   $2,000,000.00  of  "strai^-;ht"  "bonds   loaned  to 
the  Alabama  and  Chatta;:Oop,a  Railroad  wore   to  be  ret'irned  ana 
delivered   to    the  State   of  Aiabaiaa,   and   in  exchange  for  these 
bonas  the   State   shoula   surrenaor   all  bonas   ana  mortgages  held 
against   the   road.        Thus  Aiay)aina  v^as    to   relinciiiish  all   claims 
to    lands'^  ana  all   other   property  beloiiging  to   t];e   road,    and 
in  return  was   to  be  re  leasea  from  all    iia>ulities   to   the   road 
except    the   SLQOaooO.OO   aev:  bonas    tc    be    issuea.^^ 

1,    An  Act    of  April   2x ,    .l8Vo   (Acts   of  Atabar.ia   l8'^'2-o  P.    45) 
authorized  the  Governor   to   issue  tiiesc   straight  bonas  at 
the  rate  of  $4000.00  per  inile  to   such  roads   as  vrould  re- 
linquish all  their  enaorsod  boniis.      Only   the  above  three 
roads   savr  fit   to  make  the  exchange.        These  direct  bonds 
of  $1,156,000.   vrere  received  by   these   roads   in  exchange 
for   $5,103,000  of   endorsed  bonds.      Tliis   latter  amoiant   add- 
ed to  the  above  sum  $11,147,000.00  gives  us   a  total   of 
$16  ,:,^50, 000. 00   of  bonds   laancd  to,    ana  enaorsod  for   the 
various   railroads   during  this  period. 


As  to  tliC  otiier  I'ivo  roaas  for  wliicli  bonas  had  hcca  cnaorscd- 
(a)  '..oritgoaiery  ^  .Cufaula,  (Y)   East  Aialaina  (^:   Cincixiatti,  (c) 
Selna  ft   Gulf,  ( cl )  ilev:  Orleans  (!fc  Selma-  the  Coimnissioners  re- 
port "that  there  is  iiti{;atiori  peiainr;,  in  the  Courts  of  this 
State  aaa  Tennessoo  of  an  unimportant  character,  involving 
points  of  lav  that  vrill  in  all  probability  very  indterially 
change  the  j^spect  of  viiat  is  claimed  as  the  lialdlity  of  the 
State  upon  its  endorsoiient  of   the  bonas  of  those  coinpa::ies; 
ana  v.e  trust  inay  result  in  convincing  t..e  holders  of  saia 
bonds  that  their  true  interest  v'il±  be  best  advanced  by  their 
acceptance  of  a  tra  :sf er  of  the  lien  of  the  State  created  by 
statute,  and  giving  to  tie  State  a  fial!.  disdiarge  from  these 
protended  claims  against  it".-*- 

For  the  ^1 ,15t->  ,000.00  direct  bonas  issued  in  exchange 
for  the  endorsed  bonas  under  the  Act  of  April21,  1875,  the 
report  reco.ianends '  that  ner   bonds  be  substituted  "on  the  ba- 
sis of  fifty  cents  in  the  dollar  of  th.e  rrinciple  of  those 
outstanding,  the  nev/  bond  to  liave  thirty  years  to  run  at  five 

per  cent  per  annum".  This  plan  v/ris  adop'>ea  by  the  Logislafeure. 

2.  The  StaLO  held  mortgages  on  the  lands  donated  by  the  Fed- 
eral Gover-anent  for  the  construction  of  this  road. 

3.  These  \vere  "the  terras  of  a  proposed  settlement  by  v'a.j    of 
compromise,  arrived  at  after  prolonged  discussion"  between 
the  Board  oi'  Commissioners  "and  I.ir.  T.  W.  Snagge,  the 
standing  counsel  of  the  corporation  of  foreign  bondhold- 
ers, acting  undjr  the  coiincil  or   the  corporation,  to  con- 
fer vfith  the  Governor  ana  other  Commissioners".  Report  of 
Conmissioners-  Senate  Jourrxal  ISVb-b-  p.  2ft4. 

1.  Ibid,  p.  217. 

2.  Ibid,  p.  210. 
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An  act    "to   ratify    and   conr'iri'i  tl.e   scttleinGnt    of  the  existing 
indebtedness  of   the  State,    as  y reposed   in  the   report    of   the 
coirunissi oners"   vas   passed  b./   vr;iich    the   liabilities   of   ti\e 
State  lyere   roduced  to   ^^1 ,5s-'«  ,000.   v/Iiile   it    left    "open  for 
further  settieinent   the   liability   of  Uie   State  upon  outstand- 
ing  onaorseincp.ts  for  the  five   other  railroad    conpanies"   enum- 
erated above."        These   latter   cLaiiis  v^ere   deeded  by   the   State 
to  be    invalid  a:ia  vrere  never   recognized  though  efforts  \"erc 
made   for  their   collection. 

Upon  the   terms   of   '.his  Act   settj.ement   has   been  made    as 
the  bonas  have  bce.i  presenten  I'or   exchange,   the  process  hav- 
ing  covered  a  nuiiibor   of  years. "'^     On  September  60,    lH97  there 
Y^ere   outs'.aiiding   oj-  these    "B"   and   "CJ   Bonds   $1  .bti.OuO. wO' 
v/hich  acvr  foriM   a  part   of  the  bcnaea   de>  t   of  Alabama.         By 
Acts  ax>proved  iJecember   14,    1874  ana  iiarch   17,    187b  the   Legis- 
lature  repealed   tl^o  Acts  v/hich  had  authorized  county   and 
state   aici    to   inten^al    improvements.^'^        The  Cc-iistitut  ion  of 

Alabama,   vrhich  became  operative  becember   o.    187b.    forbids  the 

1.  $1,000,000.00   in  nev'  bonds    to  le   issued  to  the  Alaba/ia  &. 
Chattanooga  Railroad   Ccmpany    desiginatea  as    "class   C"   plus 
$596,000.00  the   limit   set   as  the  aggregate  of  the  bonds 

(  desigi'iated  as    "Class  B"  )    to  be   substituten  for  these 
bonds   issued  unaer  Act   or  April  'Al ,    .l875.      Section.,  b-7 
ana  v^-iO  of   the  Aci.   appro\''ed   Feb.    ;^.o ,    187b, 

2.  Report   of  the  Commi^.tee  b./  wr.ich   the  bilx  vas    arafLea. 
Senate  Journal-    1875-(-i  p.    31m. 

3.  The  Auditors  Report   (p.5)   of  18«5  shovrs  that   there  had 
been  issued  of   "Class  B"   ^578,000,    leaving   <t>18,000  still 
to  be   issued;    and  of 'Class   C"    !i.9b3 ,0uu.00   leaving   $30,000 
still  to  be   issued. 

4.  "Class  B"    578,000;     "Class    C"    9o8,000.      Audii^ors   Report    1897 

p  •    29 . 

5.  Acts    of  Alahai.ia    liy^'i-o  ,    t^.    2*-) 9 
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S+>atG  or  "any  county,  ci'.y,  .ovn  or  other  ,sTi'b-fli-".lsion  of  the 
state  i'rom  engaging  or  encouraging  vorks  of  internal  iniprovc- 
incnt  either  hy   loans  of  noney  or  creait ,  or  hy   becoming 
stock-holaors  in  such  enterprises.""    Ana  thus  vas  enaea 
the  last  chapter  in  the  history  of  pui-lic  aid  to  internal  im- 
provement .s  in  Alabama. 


1.  Const. i'.ui- ion  of  Alabama,  Article  IV.,  Secions  b4-hb. 
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